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INTRODUCTION. 



These pages were written to supply a want which 
has often been felt. There are many lads at school 
who might be glad to have a short portion, prac- 
tical in its character, to read each Sunday morning, 
that might be a word of help through the week. I 
trust that for this purpose the book may be use- 
ful. But it may be useful to many others beside 
schoolboys. With slight omissions or alterations 
it may afiford Sunday readings for a family. It 
may also suggest subjects to those who have to give 
addresses in mission -rooms or school -rooms. No 
less may it be profitable for private reading, and 
also for Sunday use on board ship, and in places 
where the means of grace are but few. I have 
endeavoured to take in a very wide range of sub- 
jects, specially bearing on the way of salvation, 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

the work of Christ and of the Spirit, the consola- 
tions of the Gospel, and the details of the Christian 
life. 

May the Good Spirit, the Comforter, by means 
of it, teach, strengthen, and sanctify those who 
read it. 

GEORGE EVERARD. 



Christ Ohuboh Vioabagb, Dover, 
June 1885. 
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YOUR SUNDAYS. 



YOUR SUNDAYS. 

I ALWAYS like the word " Sunday." Though it comes 
down to us as a relic of heathen times, when men on 
that day worshipped the glorious sun, yet we may 
look at it now in another light. " Sunday " ought 
to be a day full of sunshine. It ought to be a 
bright and joyous day. It ought to be a day when, 
above all other days, we recognise the presence of 
the Lord Jesus, who is the true "Sun of righteous- 
ness," and when we delight to think of Him and to 
worship Him. 



Or we may regard Sunday in another way. A 
nobleman has a magnificent park and gardens. All 
sorts of beautiful flowers, plants, and shrubs adorn 
the various beds in the garden. Fountains are play- 
ing, and wide-spreading trees form a delicious shade 
from the sultry heat of summer. In his free bounty 

A 

let Sunday.] 
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2 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

the owner of this property throws it open for the use 
of those who dwell round about They may walk in 
it, and enjoy the balmy air and delicious fragrance 
that is found there. They may rest under the trees, 
and drink of the fountains, and taste of the fruits 
that grow there ; but one thing is forbidden — they 
must not with heedless foot trample down the beds, 
break the fences, or injure the trees or shrubs that 
are the beauty of the place. 

Such, it seems to me, is something like a type of 
God's bountiful purpose in the gift of His holy day. 
He gives it for our benefit and happiness ; He gives 
it for rest and refreshment both to body and soul. 

Let there be a joyous and a thankful use of this 
day. Seek to gain from it all the help and com- 
fort it is intended to bring. It is a day when 
heaven's gate stands open, and when the fragrant 
breezes of heavenly thoughts and hopes come to 
lift us above the common round of other days. 
Who can tell the draughts of living water, and tie 
fruits of the better Canaan, and the thousandfold 
sources of gladness which a Christian lad may find 
in a well-spent Sunday ? 

Only you must not trample on the beds, or destroy 
the fences. Turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on God's holy day. Firmly 
maintain the sacred character of the day, and do 
nothing to break down the barriers which mark it 
oflf from other days. Whatever be the motive men 
may have in striving to secularise it and make it a 
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day of mere recreation and amusement, I believe it 
to be the greatest possible wrong both to the Church 
of God and to the welfare of our country. 

I fear that in Public schools Sunday is far from 
being a happy day. There are often many leisure 
hours, and sometimes they drag heavily. Then 
sometimes on that day recollection travels home- 
ward, and school life seems all the more dreary as 
you recall happy associations of sacred music, and 
many other sources of innocent and profitable enjoy- 
ment with those you have loved at your own fireside. 

I should like to make your Sundays a wee bit 
brighter and more cheery if I could. For this pur- 
pose this book has been written. A short message 
from a friend every Sunday morning, a message that 
you can easily read in a few minutes, and that may 
uphold you in what is right and strengthen you when 
cast down, may be one way of doing this. 

Take a few further hints which may tend in the 
same direction to make Sunday hours more helpful, 
and therefore brighter and happier. 

As far as possible let the day be always linked 
with home. Try to catch and keep a home spirit. 
Pay heart- visits to the room where you have been 
accustomed to breakfast, and dine, and sit with those 
you love. Think of father and mother and brothers 
and sisters at Church, and let the bond of home 
affection be drawn tighter round your heart. Let 
a special place be found in your prayers for each 
one who will be thinking of you. Have a special 
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text from an Almanac to think about that will be 
read and thought over by them. If you can, sing 
or hum over a hymn alone or with a friend that 
you have joined in under your own roof. 

I would suggest another point. Might you not 
take in your portmanteau, when you go to school, 
one or two thoughtful Christian books, and then 
some time each Sunday give a quiet hour or half- 
hour to read them ? I would name such a book as 
Dean Goulburn on Personal Religion, or his work 
on the Collects, or Macmillan's " Bible Teachings 
in Nature," or Bishop Eyle's " Leaders of the Last 
Century," or some one of Archbishop Trench's in- 
valuable works, or Dean Vaughan on the Liturgy, or 
a good practical Memoir, such as " Augustine," pub- 
lished by the Eeligious Tract Society, or " Duncan 
Matheson." If you brace yourself of your own 
choice to an hour's good reading each Sunday, I 
believe it will greatly add to your enjoyment of the 
whole day. 

But with other reading, and above all other read- 
ing, remember the One Book that is pre-eminent 
above all. As there is One Day above all others, 
so there is One Book to which all others must yield 
the palm. And when you read the Scriptures 
always hunt for something. Never skim the sur- 
face and then close the Book. But dig deep to 
find the gold nuggets that lie beneath. Consider 
.what is implied as well as that which is stated. 
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Knit together passage with passage, and then look 
at the douhle lesson. Search for comparisons and 
contrasts, promises and their fulfilments, precepts 
and examples of those who have hroken or kept 
them. Find out all that is said about prayer in 
the Gospels of Luke and John. Then turn back 
to the Old Testament, and find out the wonders 
wrought by prayer in Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, 
and through the historical books, specially in 
2 Chronicles. Take such words and expressions 
as "love," "joy," "peace," "holiness," "grace,'' 
"born of God," "living water," "thy faith hath 
saved thee," and try to discover the track of light 
which they indicate, and the means by which the 
blessing may be found. 

Last of all, I would say, let each Sunday 
remind you of your true Home in God. In your 
earthly home it is quite possible some may find 
but little comfort, and its remembrance may only 
awaken in you thoughts of sorrow. It may have 
lost its chief attraction in the death of one who 
was its brightest light, or there may be a jarring 
note of some kind, and you can scarcely feel " There 
is no place like home." 

But remember that God Himself, the God of 
love and peace, is the true Home of your spirit. 
In Him you may find the warm fire of unchanging 
affection. In Him you may find a true repose and 
rest .when wearied and overdone with the strain 
of life's duties. In Him you may find soul-food. 
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promises, hopes, consolations in Christ that will 
never fail you. In Him you may find the clothing 
of a snow-white righteousness which will cover aU 
your sins. 

And this Home is eternal The love of God and 
the presence of God are an everlasting habitation. 
When every home on earth is broken up you will 
not be desolate, for God Himself will be your 
Dwelling-place and a Kefuge for evermora 

Let each Sunday remind you of this Home. Do 
not try to put God out of His own day that you 
may find your pleasure in the things of the world. 
What is this but putting up the shutters to exclude 
daylight, and then lighting half-a-dozen tapers to 
take its place ? 

No, no, this will never do. Strive to get more 
of God, and not less. Think of Him as infinitely 
kinder than the kindest father ever known, though 
so holy that He cannot abide with those who cleave 
to their sins. " For the Lord God is a sun and a 
shield ; the Lord will give grace and glory ; no good 
thing will He withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly" (Ps. Ixxxiv. lo). 
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and fit for church, but I asked if they were as 
anxious to prepare their hearts as they were their 
dress. The congregation could see their clean faces 
and their outward appearance, but there was One 
who looked upon their hearts. Were they as care- 
ful to approve themselves to Him? Were they 
mindful of the word — " God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth ? " I might have added the words at the 
heading of this chapter — " worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness." 

Will you give a thought to this matter ? Lads 
do not think of the great evil it is to go to Church 
or School chapel in a light and careless spirit. It 
frequently prevents the possibility of their obtain* 
ing any real benefit from the service. Besides this, 
it is a breach of the third commandment, for heed- 
less, unfelt prayers are distinctly taking God's name 
in vain. 

But if you wish to carry out this precept of the 
Psalmist, will you bear in mind three things ? 

Consider with yourself whether you are conscious 
of any wilful sin kept back. All your worship is 
utterly worthless if you are continuing in the prac- 
tice of anything which you know to be wrong. 

A young fellow joined the choir of a Church, 
and then felt thoroughly unhappy, for he felt that 
the hymn she sang on the Sunday strongly con- 
demned the sins he committed in the week. So he 
said, " I must give up sinning or singing" Tliank 
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God, he made a wisiB choice ; he gave up his former 
sinS; and gave himself to the service of the Lord 
Jesus. 

So if you wish to worship aright, remember it 
must be " in the beauty of holiness." You must 
forsake sin whatever it be, deceit or vanity, or any 
other evil, and give yourself to the Lord Jesus to 
be clad in the white robe of His righteousness, and 
to be adorned with the graces of His Spirit. 

Then rerrumber the need of holy awe and reverence 
in your worship. "Let the whole earth stand in 
awe of Him." One of the great evils abroad, 
even amongst some Christian organisations, is the 
secular spirit brought into meetings for worship. 
There is a noise and an excitement which ill befits 
the holy fear we should ever manifest in God's 
presence. 

If you wish to worship aright, when you enter 
the church and while you remain there, remember 
you are on holy ground, according to the pro- 
mise of the Lord to be in the midst of His people 
when they meet in His name. Bear this always 
in mind : when you enter the Church porch, strive 
to leave behind anything that you feel is unsuit- 
able to the service of God. Say to yourself : " The 
God whom the holy angels adore has promised 
to meet me here. I will remember how unworthy 
I am to draw near to Him, but in faith of Jesus 
I will speak to Him, and I will hear His voice 
speaking to me. ' Let the words of my mouth and 
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the meditation of my heart be here especially, as 
always, acceptable to thee, O Lord.' " 

This leads me to the last thought. Strive to 
restrain roving imaginations. Particularly in the 
worship of God should you remember the saying — 
" Guard well your thoughts, for thoughts are read in 
heaven." 

I know that with all of us thought is ready to run 
off in a thousand directions. A word in the service 
or in the sermon may send us miles away from the 
Church and from everything sacred to something of 
which we are reminded. But the Lord Jesus can 
help us in this by His good Spirit. He can fix our 
minds ; and when we do fail, we may in a moment 
look to Him to cleanse us from these wrong thoughts, 
and then begin afresh to seek Him more earnestly* 
If we try to rise to true communion with God, we 
need never despair. He forgives all that is wan- 
dering and imperfect; and through Jesus accepts 
the least desire to seek Him. Oh that we might 
cherish more of a true thhnait for Godl "As the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so longeth my 
soul for Thee, Godl" 
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III. 

THE PROOF OF SONSHIP. 

" As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
Grod."— JZoni. viii. 14. 

The indwelling power of God's Holy Spirit is the 
great mark of His true children. When by faith 
men receive Christ, in Him they receive His Spirit 
likewise. Thus they are born of God; they are 
adopted members of His family, and enjoy all the 
privileges of His household. 

And wherever the Holy Spirit dwells, there will 
be filial liberty, a life of holiness, and a genuine 
fear of displeasing or dishonouring a Father in 
heaven. Have you these marks of true sonship ? 
Have you the trustful spirit that enables you to 
go to God as to a loving father, to tell Him all 
your troubles, to ask His forgiveness, and to commit 
yourself to His merciful keeping ? 

You sometimes see a little boy or girl run into a 
room and leap on a father's knee or into his arms. 
Have- jou something of this mind toward your 
Father above ? Have you confidence toward Him 
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and a delight in His presence ? Then with this is 
the presence of the Spirit seen in the exhibition of 
the graces which He implants? Are the fruits 
of the Spirit manifest in your life ? Is your daily 
walk that of one who is aiming in everything to 
follow in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus ? 

And is there a holy shrinking from anything that 
will grieve your Heavenly Father ? I met with an 
illustration of this point some time ago which pre- 
sented it to me in a very striking light. 

An Arab sheikh, it is said, died ia the possession 
of great wealth. The chief had many sons, but before 
his death he told the tribe that only one was his 
real son, and he was to be his heir. But how were 
they to discover who this real son was ? So they 
instituted a trial of skill in archery. They set up 
the dead body of the chief against a tree, and the 
son who could shoot nearest his father's heart was 
to have the property. The different sons did their 
best until the bow and arrows were put into the 
hand of the youngest When it came to his turn 
he threw away the bow and arrows and exclaimed, 
" How can I wound thee, my father ? " " He is 
the real son!" they exclaimed. So the whole tribe 
agreed to give him the property. 

The filial instinct that shrank from shooting the 
arrow seemed to make clear to them the true son. 
I know not whether the story be true or not, but 
at least it makes the lesson plain of which I would 
remind you. Who ia the true son of the Most 
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High God ? It is the one who will by no means 
willingly dishonour his Father or wound a Father's 
heart. It is the one that turns away from any 
word or action that will grieve a Father's love, or 
cause Him to withhold His favour and approbation. 

Look through your daily life and ask yourself if 
this be your spirit Is it a real pain and sorrow 
to you when you have hastily dropped a word that 
ought never to have been spoken? When other 
schoolfellows are making light of sin or turning 
Bible texts or subjects into ridicule, do you show 
by your silence, or by a firm but kindly reproof, 
that you look at the matter very differently ? 
When an older lad would persuade you to break 
school rules, or to do something which is not quite 
honest or kind, or to say a word that is not trvs in 
the court of conscience, are you ready to brave his 
displeasure rather than break God's law ? Do you 
prove your sonship, even in the eyes of the ungodly, 
by refusing to follow a multitude in doing evil ? 

Be sure that if you would have your Father's 
property you must show that you are a true son. 
There are those who are satisfied with their posi- 
tion, and glory in the fact that by virtue of their 
baptism they are "members of Christ, children 
of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven." 
But baptism will prove of no value to you unless 
you have the Spirit of God to guide you, and the 
fear and love of God ruling in your heart. You 
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may be a son, but not a reai son. You may be a 
son of God by profession, and by your position in 
the Christian Church, but are you a real son — bom 
of God, like God, loving God, pleasing God ? On 
this everything depends. From such God with- 
holds no good thing. His kingdom, His inherit- 
ance, His many mansions. His heavenly treasures 
— all these belong to His only begotten Son, and to 
all who are one with Him in faith and love. It 
was of those who had been baptized that John 
writes ( i Ep; iii. i o), " In this the children of God 
are manifest and the children of the devil ; whoso- 
ever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother." 

Never, never be satisfied till you have the witness 
of the Spirit drawing your heart heavenward, and 
the witness of a holy, loving, Christ-like life that 
you are indeed a son of the living God. 
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IV. 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS. 

••They glorified God in me.'*— (?aZ. i. 24. 

Well might the early Christians glorify God for the 
mighty change wrought in this proud persecutor of 
the faith. A young man's conversion turned the 
world upside down. We find him first at the 
martyrdom of Stephen, one of the fiercest and most 
forward of his enemies. But Stephen prays and 
Stephen falls asleep, and from his prayer and death 
arises one far greater than himself, the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles, one who for thirty years carried 
the Gospel message far and wide, and whose Epistles 
are for all ages the treasure of the Christian Churclu 

We see Saul on his way to Damascus, with horse- 
men and soldiers, to do his deadly work. Full of 
bittp hatred against the name of Jesus of Nazareth 
and those who bore it, he thought to do God service 
by rooting it out from the earth. Never was heart 
more set against Christ and His truth. No Jew 
of the present day, no bigoted Hindoo, or proud 

4th Bonday.] 
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Mahometan glorying in the false prophet, was ever 
more determined in his opposition to the kingdom 
of the Crucified. 

And within the city we may well believe the 
little flock of Christ were trembling and affrighted. 
" How shall we withstand the shock of his on- 
slaught upon us ? " " How shall we be able to 
bear the loss of all things, exile, imprisonment, 
death ? " " The enemy is near, but what means 
can we devise to resist the attack ? " 

They had but one. No carnal weapons were in 
their hands. No soldier or human defence was 
within their reach to protect them. But they could 
pray. And pray no doubt they did. Fervent, be- 
lieving, redoubled petitions would ascend night and 
day from the company of feeble Christians ; and 
their prayer, as that of Stephen, had power with 
God. "Man's extremity is God's opportunity." 

Saul draws nigh to Damascus, still breathing 
out slaughter and threatening against the disciples. 
But now comes a sudden arrest. It is noonday. 
The brilliant eastern sun shines forth in all its 
power. But lo! a light brighter still. And a 
mighty voice is heard. It is a moment of con- 
fusion. Some see the light, but know not its 
meaning. Some hear a voice, yet discover not its 
purport. To one only the message comes. " To 
which of all us ? " would they ask. " To thee, 
captain ! " is the reply. To thee, the head of the* 
persecuting band. "Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
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thou Me ? '* " But who art Thou, Thou bright and 
glorious One, that mine eyes can scarce behold 
Thee ? " " I am thy Redeemer, thy Saviour, the 
despised Jesus the Nazarene, whose name thou hast 
blasphemed, yea, and made others to blaspheme 
likewise. Yea, Saul; thou hast thought to perse- 
cute a few poor, contemptible Christians, but I tell 
thee, thou art fighting against Me thy Lord, thy 
King. Ah, be not so mad ! Shall the ox kick 
against the goad ? What shall he gain but bruises 
and wounds ? And what will be thy reward if 
thou contendest with Me, who hath all power both 
in heaven and earth ? " 

There is no further delay. There comes imme- 
diate surrender. The mighty fortress of Mansoul 
is yielded up to its lawful King. The Spirit of God 
goes with the Saviour's call, and now all is changed. 
The walls of the city fall down flat The pride, the 
envy, the prejudice, the self-glorying — all is gone. 
Humbled in the du«t, the whole man is given up 
to Christ. " Lord ! " .0 Lord, other lords beside 
Thee have had dominion over me, but henceforth 
I am thine ! Thou art my Lord, my Master, my 
King ! Only tell me Thy will and it shall be done, 
and done with all my heart! "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ? " 

And now a touching sight is before our eyes. 
Along the magnificent Colonnade, amidst those rows 
of pillars by which he must enter the city, he is led 

B 
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by the hand as a little child, for by the sight of 
the glorified Saviour he has become blind for a 
season. Not now the fierce monarch of the forest, 
the lion seeking after his prey, but the gentle 
lamb; — not now the judge, the persecutor, full of 
mad fury against the little fiock, but the Lord's 
prisoner, a prisoner of hope. So for three days 
he abides : in darkness, and yet the light bursting 
into his soul and dispelling the blindness of years. 
Who can tell what those three days must have 
been ? Must they not have been three years and 
more in his own experience ? What grief must 
have filled his soul in the recollection of Stephen's 
death and of each act of cruelty towards the disciples ! 
What new views of the character and claims of God's 
law 1 What deepening views of his own exceeding 
sinfulness must have laid him in the very dust ! 

At length those three days of darkness are passed. 
A disciple of Damascus baptizes him who is to 
carry the olive branch of peace to Jew and Gentile. 
Thence begins that glorious course of ministry and 
suffering by which for so many years he glorified 
God. 

Two practical lessons I would ask you to carry 
away. . . 

(i.) Bear in mind that zeal and earnestness are 
no substitute for the truth of the Gospel. Now-a- 
days men make an idol of earnestness. It matters 
not what views a man holds, he may be a teacher 
of Bomish error or of a half-infidel philosophy, he 
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may propagate the most unscriptaral doctrines, jet 
if only he is in earnest, he is not to be blamed Look 
at Saul of Tarsus. He was earnest enough, he was 
zealous enough ; yet on looking back he was full 
of sorrow, and called himself "a blasphemer and 
injurious.** 

Error and misbelief and unbelief are just as peril- 
ous now as then, even though joined with great zeal. 
The express train may do capital serrice whilst 
it keeps on the line, bat if it leave the line the 
quicker it is going the more injury it will do. It 
is thus with a zealous spirit. If it keep to the 
lines of Scripture truth it will be of immense value, 
but if it turn aside in any direction, the more force* 
and steam, the more deadly harm it will work. 

Never, my young friend, part with truth because 
of the earnestness of him who teaches some other 
doctrine and some other Gospel It is the truth 
which saves and the truth which sanctifies, and 
woe be to him who for any reason forsakes and 
turns from it ! 

(2.) The other lesson I should like you to 
remember is tfis mighty infiuenu one young man 
may ex^dse in the Church and in the world. From 
the moment that Saul was converted to the faith of 
Christ he became a-power for good which to this day 
is reaching myriads of souls. And why may not 
something of the same kind be true of you ? You 
may not be an apostle, you may not be a minister in 
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Christ's Church, but if you have received Christ and 
are living for him, none can tell the increasing power 
you may be in your generation. Your influence 
may go on spreading and increasing as long as you 
live. In twenty or thirty years' time, if you abide 
faithful in Christ, you may find yourself the centre 
of a work for God of which at present you can form 
no idea. 

Believe in the power of individual workers in the 
Lord's vineyard. Combinations of Christians for 
good objects, our great and noble societies for the 
work of God at home and abroad, are invaluable ; 
but it is the individual workers, men and women 
filled with the Spirit, working in faith and with 
a single eye, that do the real and lasting work. 
God has a niche for you, and a very blessed one, 
in His Church, if only you are fitted to occupy it 
Therefore yield yourself to Him, Ask Him to 
make you a vessel unto honour, sanctified and 
meet for His use. Ask Him to cleanse you from 
past evil and to endue you with knowledge and 
wisdom, humility and love in the Spirit. God was 
abundantly glorified in a young man of eighteen 
centuries ago, and He will be abundantly glorified 
in you. Then shall come the rich reward, a bright 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
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THE CURSE REMOVED. 
"There shall be no more curse." — Rev, xxii. 3. 

I EEMEMBER years ago having a letter from a young 
friend who was trying to do all the good in her 
power. She was striving day and night to lessen 
the sin and misery in the world, and to add to the 
peace and happiness of those around her. Then she 
summed up her desires in a short prayer. It was 
this (from a hymn of Horatius Bonar) : — 

" Come, Lord, and wipe away 
The curse, the sin, the stain * 
And make this blighted world of ours 
Thine own fair world again." 

Thank God, such desires and prayers shall be 
fulfilled. As we come near to the close of the 
• Eevelation the promise stands out very distinctly. 
In the City of the Living God there shall be the 
tree of life with its varying fruits, and the river of 
life, and the throne of God and of the Lamb, and 
here in one sentence seems almost a summary of 
all, ** There shall be no more curse'* 
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For what a sad history our world has had hitherto ! 
Ever since the tempter set his foot on earth all the 
fair beauty and glory that pertained to man have 
well-nigh utterly perished Cursed is the ground 
for his sake. Thorns and thistles spring up apace, 
and far worse, man himself becomes as a thorn or 
a briar instead of the myrtle or the fir-tree to adorn 
the paradise of God. The love of God is changed 
into fear and dread. Hatred and envy and evil 
passions of all kinds stir him up to violence, 
cruelty, and murder. The image of Grod is lost. 
Ten thousand foul sins and vices burst forth and 
turn earth into a helL Brother slaying brother, 
jealousy, suspicion, selfishness taking the lead and 
bringing misery and confusion into all the rela- 
tionships of life. And the soul of man, once the 
palace of the King of Love, becomes the cage and 
dwelling-place of unclean spirits. Oh the terrible 
weight of the curse which since the Fall has rested 
on man ! Oh the woe and the wickedness which 
have blighted that which was once holy and fair 
and beautiful! "The crown has fallen from our 
head ; woe unto us that we have sinned ! " 

This curse, my young brother, has touched both 
you and me. It may be that sin is not yet fully 
developed. You may never have fallen into the 
deep mire as some have done. And therefore you 
may hitherto have escaped the exceeding bitter- 
ness which even here often follows its commission. 
Nevertheless, wherever there is sin, there is a curse 
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till it be removed by grace. And who dare say — 
*' I have no sin, and I have never sinned ? " 

But there is One who can lift off the curse, 
and give in its place a blessing far greater than 
Adam possessed at first. And why is this ? Be* 
cause He Himself bore on the cross the penalty 
and the curse and the death that sin merited, 
and now He gives in its place an everlasting and 
unchanging blessing. 

Think of this. Christ offers to remove at once 
whatever guilt you have incurred, to restore to you 
the favour and love of God, and to bring you safely 
through shoals of temptation to an inheritance 
of Ufe and glory. Come by faith and accept the 
offer. Tell the Saviour that you believe His love 
and look to Hiin for pardon, peace, and life. Then 
live in the bright hope of His appearing, and let 
love to God and love to man be the health-giving 
atmosphere which you constantly breathe. 

" Faith circles round the Cross : 
Hope circles round tbe coming : 
Love fills up the little while between." 

Then look on, " There shall be no more curse." 
There shall be a new heaven -and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. God shall wipe 
away all tears from men's eyes. Sorrow and 
suffering, pain and death, shall no longer burden 
the earth. 

True, even then there is a dark background, for 
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where the glory is revealed most fully we have no 
doubtful statements as to the final condition of 
those who have rejected Christ (Rev. xx. 15, 
XXL 8, xxii« II, 15.) Yet sin and evil shall be 
no longer rampant The rightful King shall hold 
the reins, and all His judgments shall be manifested 
to be true and righteous and holy. 

" There shall be no more curse." Are you help- 
ing forward this blessed consummation ? Are you 
doing what God may enable you to roll away some- 
thing of the evil that overspreads the world ? Is 
your daily life attractive for good ? Is your influ- 
ence always on the side of truth, godliness, and 
unselfish kindness ? Is there an effort, when there 
is need, to put away a stumbling-block out of 
another's path ? Who can tell how much may be 
done by a single word or prayer in forwarding the 
kingdom of Christ? It has been truly said — 
" Every one, whether he will or no, is a finger-post 
to hell, or a beacon-light to heaven." 

Let me give a true example of one who was the 
latter. 

A Scotch gentleman, who for twenty years had 
professed infidel views, settled in the Southern 
States of America and had many slaves. One of 
these he treated very cruelly, and on one occasion 
had or4ered to be severely beaten without any 
sufficient cause. The same night the master passed 
the cabin where this man dwelt, and heard his 
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voice — " God, hless poor masm ; shew him mercy 
that he may he merciful ; make him holy that he may 
be happy" He was riveted and solemnised by the 
prayer of his slave. He saw there was a reality 
and power in Christianity, He began to study the 
evidences of its truth, and became a true Christian, 
a clergyman, and a bishop of the American Epis- 
copal Church, and after long and fruitful labours 
went to his rest. 

If one single godly prayer or action may bear 
fruit like this, what may be the fruit of a life given 
to good works ? Only prove it. " Great shall be 
your reward in heaven." 
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VI. 
THE FIRST PROMISE. 

" I will put enmity between thea and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel*' — Gen. iii 15. 

It is a great confirmation of the truth of the Old 
Testament Scriptures to find the evident traces of 
them in the early traditions of heathen lands. There 
is a very striking one touching on this earliest pro- 
phecy of the work of Christ. I have seen two 
idols from India, both representing the same god, 
but under opposite conditions. Here is "Krishna 
Suffering" — serpents twining themselves around 
his limbs, and he for the moment unable to cast 
them off. Here again is " Krishna Triumphant " 
— the serpent's head trampled beneath his foot. 
Can there be a doubt that in some way this double 
view of Krishna had a reference to the old promise 
of " the seed of the woman," and may thus confirm 
our faith in the great lesson that it teaches ? 

The meaning of the words can scarcely be doubt- 
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ful, if we read them in the light of the New Testa- 
ment. Christ speaks of His disciples '* treading on 
serpents and scorpions, and on all the power of the 
enemy ; " Paul writes to the Romans, ** God shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly ; " and in the 
Apocalypse the devil is described as the great dragon, 
" the old serpent" which deceiveth the whole world. 
So the meaning of the old prophecy is clear — 
there shall be perpetual enmity between Christ and 
Satan, Through the power of the Evil One, Christ 
and His spiritual seed shall suffer great tribulation 
and persecution ; but on Christ's side there shall be 
victory. The principalities and powers of darkness 
shall be trodden down, and Christ and His Church 
shall have the dominion for evermore. 

To trace the historical fulfilment of this promise 
from the beginning gives a magnificent view of the 
progress of Christ's kingdom. It takes in the growth 
of the Church from the earliest days. From Abel 
to John the Baptist not a saint ever lived and died 
in faith but it was in the strength of Him who 
should come as the woman's seed. It takes in the 
Bedeemer's birth, when He came to destroy the 
works of the devil and to set the prisoner free. It 
was fulfilled in Christ's threefold victory over the 
tempter in the wilderness ; in His casting out devils ; 
in His death, by which He spoiled principalities and 
powers ; in His glorious resurrection and ascension 
to the right hand of the Father ; and ever since He 
ascended, every soul plucked out of the hand of the 
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wicked one, and brought into subjection to the 
Crucified, has been in virtue of this promise. 

But there is " more to follow." The promise looks 
on to a greater fulfilment than any yet manifested* 
The power of Christ shall be made plain all through 
the wide universe. Every form of sin, unbelief, 
error, and false worship shall be cast down for ever. 
But more than this. On* account of the evil that 
has so fiercely contended with the reign of Christ, 
He shall be the more exalted and glorified. All 
shall pay tribute to Him. Then at length shall 
the last enemy, death itself, be put beneath the 
Conqueror's feet. 

But there is a personal aspect of this promise I 
should like you to consider. 

An old Moravian missionary, past eighty years 
of age, was passing to his rest Tor more than 
half a century he had followed Christ and bad been 
about His work. In far-ofif lands he had lifted up 
the banner of His saving name, and now he was 
going home. To use the language of another aged 
Christian, he had long been an outdoor servant of 
the Lord Jesus, but now his work was to lie iri" 
doors. Before his death he was asked of his hope. 
" I do believe,*' said the old Christian, " that the 
seed of the woman has bruised in me the serpent's 
head." 

Has this been so with you ? In Eden we trace 
distinctly four marks of the serpent's work. Doubt, 
pride, disobedience, separation — all followed the 
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tempter's presence. How is it with these sore evils 
in yourself ? Are they in full vigour ? Or are they 
crushed by the power of Christ ? In place of doubt 
is there faith in the great Redeemer ? Are pride and 
self-will cast down, and is humility found in their 
place ? Are you striving cheerfully to obey all the 
Lord's precepts ? Is the old dread and separation 
gone, so that you are near to God as a reconciled 
child in Christ ? Or, at least, are you conscious of 
these evils, and is it your prayer to overcome them ? 
Is this stanza of our Christmas hymn the petition 
that you could really offer with earnest desire — 

" Rise, the woman's conquering seed, 
Bruise in me the serpent's head ; 
Adam's likeness now efface, 
Stamp Thine image in its place ] " 

If you would share Christ's kingdom, you must be 
a conqueror. And through Him the weakest may 
triumph over every foe. No better prayer for this 
can be found than that of our Litany : ** That it 
may please Thee to strengthen such as do stand, to 
comfort and help the weak-hearted, to raise up 
them that fall, and finally to beat down Satan under 
our feet." 
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VII. 
A WORD OF COUNSEL. 

"Give me thine hand." — 2 Kingi x, 15. 

There is a distinction to be made between true 
and false zeaL There may be a zeal that is false 
and hollow, the fruit of natural energy rather than 
of Divine grace. It may be zeal for self rather 
than for God. It may strive to do that which 
lies in the line of inclination, but refuses to regard 
all the precepts of the Word. Look at Jehu. He 
had a strong hand and a strong will, and whatever 
he did, he did with aU his heart. He would per- 
form in one day what many men would scarcely 
have done in seven. When commanded of God 
to execute judgment upon the house of Ahab, and 
the Baal worshippers of Israel, he was not slack 
to do it. It was a task that suited him, and he 
did it well. He utterly destroyed the whole family 
of Ahab, and all the priests and worshippers of Baal. 
It was in this latter work that he spoke the words 
at the head of this chapter. Meeting Jehonadab 
he accosted him. He asked him if his heart was 
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vrith him in the work he had in hand. ^' If it be, 
give me thine hand." Then he took him into hia 
chariot^ and bade him come and see his ** zeal for 
the Lord." He thought he was doing great things, 
and gloried in it. But there were dead flies in 
the ointment. His zeal soon died out, and he took 
no heed to keep God's commandments. He pro- 
voked God by his sins, and by-and-by judgment 
came upon his house as it had done upon that of 
Ahab before him. 

But we will leave Jehu and gather up a lesson 
or two from this word that he spoke to Jehonadab, 
" Give me tliine hand ! " 

Learn here the duty of giving help where we 
can. It is a capital thing for a lad to lend a 
helping hand where it is possible. The palsied 
man was carried by his four friends into the pre- 
sence of Jesus, and the Lord commended their 
faith and perseverance. The boatmen on the lake 
came and helped their friends whose strength was 
overtaxed by the draught of fishea 

Let it be your desire to walk in the same path. 
Think of others, their needs and sorrows, and it will 
bring joy into your own bosom. You will bear the 
burdens of others, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
In this way too you will kill selfishness, which is one 
of the worst enemies with which we have to fight 

Keep on the look-out and see what doors God 
opens to you. You may help a little child across 
a stream, or pick him up when he has fallen. You 
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may lend or give a Christian book to one in sick- 
ness or in trouble. You may carry a parcel for 
some one who is weary and footsore. You may 
lessen a mother's care or anxiety by your thought- 
fulness. You may hold up in the right path some 
one whose foot is slipping, and may thus save a 
soul from perishing. 

" strengthen me that while I Btand 
Firm on the rock and strong in Thee, 
I may stretch out a loving hand 
To wrestlers with the troubled sea." 

" Give me thine hand ! " 

Here is a call to unity and brotherliness. Clasped 
hands are an emblem of love and fellowship. A 
young man who went abroad left at home a mother 
who dearly loved him. So he sent her a ring, and 
on the front were two hands clasped. But the ring 
opened, and underneath the clasped hands were two 
hearts joined together. . 

Cultivate unity in the home. Nothing is more 
blessed than a home where father and mother, 
brothers and sisters, are loving and gentle and for- 
bearing, and are all welded together like stones in a 
building, or as the branches of a tree are all one 
jvith the stem and the root. So, too, we need to 
cultivate unity amongst various classes in a country. 
" I never knew a strike that did any good, except 
a strike against sin and the devil." It is true. 
Strikes and strifes, division and class feeling, and 
separation between rich and poor, employer and 
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employed, landlord and tenant — all this is a terrible 
cnrsei and sooner or later does mischief all round. 

Never forget that there is only one true bond of 
unity. It is the knowledge and love of God. The 
French talked of "Liberty, Equality, and Fra- 
ternity!" and then raised the guillotine and slew 
each other by scores and hundreds. Ah ! they had 
left one word out. They ought to have put first 
" Paternity! " for if the Fatherhood of God had been 
the basis of their edifice, they would have learnt 
the secret of ti*ue brotherly love and unity. Do 
something in this direction. Promote a spirit of 
peace and love, and let the love of God make you 
forbearing and forgiving toward all men. " Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God." 

" Give me thine hand J " 

Take this as a call to faith in Christ. Your Saviour 
comes to you. He knows all your waywardness and 
wrong-doings. He may know that up to this hour 
you have never cared to love or please Him. But He 
comes and holds out to you the hand once pierced 
for your sin. He ofiers to you His friendship. His 
faithful loving-kindness, and His daily help. He 
would say to you, " Son, I have preserved thee all 
thy days, and have followed thee in mercy and 
goodness. I know every sin thou hast committed, 
and every evil thought thou hast ever harboured 
in thy breast ; but, in spite of all, I love thee and 
am willing to forgive all that is past. Wilt thou 

c 
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accept My friendship, My favour, My grace ? Wilt 
thou take Me as the Guide of thy youth, and the 
Friend above all friends ? * Give Me thy hand ! * 
Give it not to sin ; it will bring thee nought but 
shame, and misery, and death. Give it not to the 
world ; it will bring thee only unrest and disappoint- 
ment. Give it to Me, thy Saviour, thy King, thy 
Eedeemer ! " 

What do you say ? 

"Yea, Lord, with all my heart I give Thee my 
hand:' 
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VIII. 
HOW TO OVERCOME TEMPTATION. 

" Then the devil leaveth Him ; and, behold, angels came and minis- 
tered unto Him." — Matt. iv. ii. 

The narrative of Christ's conflict with the tempter 
stands out in marvellous contrast with Adam's fall 
in Paradise. Adam was in a garden surrounded by 
all that was pleasant, with food enough and to spare. 
Christ was in a wilderness, fasting forty days and 
afterward an hungered. Adam was tempted but 
once, yet he fell. Christ was thrice assaulted, yet 
He stood firm. Adam shows us that man's unaided 
strength is but weakness. Christ shows us how 
the soul, leaning upon God, can triumph over the 
enemy. 

" £iU how can I triumph ? " you may ask. In 
one form or another few have more temptations 
than lads at school, yet by God's help you may 
pass unscathed through all. Let me give you a 
few hints how you may do so. 

I. You must recognise the reality of Satan's power 
to tempt. He is a real foe, and one whom you 
must be prepared to face. Have you ever noticed 
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how often Christ spoke of his deadly work ? He 
tells how, like a secret foe, he comes by night and 
sows tares among the wheat. He teUs how He 
foresaw him coming to sift Simon and try him. 
He tells how, as the prince of the world, he came 
to Himself, but could find no foothold for his 
temptations. be watchful to markliis approach ! 
Strong as a lion, crafty as a serpent, invisible, yet 
ever hovering near, he is always on the look-out 
to beguile and enthrall the soul. Never is he more 
successful than when men deny his very being. " My 
soul, be thou ever on thy guard." If he thrice 
strove to overthrow the Master will he let the ser- 
vant alone? None will he more strive to injure 
than yourself. If he can ruin the peace and destroy 
the usefulness of a young life, great will be his gain. 

IL Vou mud he swift to discern temptatiim in 
whatever form, it may come to you. These thousands 
of years he has heen practising his fatal arts in 
beguiling souls, so that he knows how beat to reach 
those whom he would injure. Just as a thief would 
go round about a house to see by what window or 
door he b^t can enter, so the devil goes round 
about each soul to discover where he can find the 
easiest access. Bemember, no place is secure from 
danger. The wilderness, the moontain-top, the 
Holy City, the Temple, were scenes where he 
tempted Christ So everywhere and anywhere he 
is on the watch for you. In solitude or in society, 
in your chamber or on the cricket-field, in the 
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schoolroom or in the chapel, he may come to you. 
And he has many devices to compass his work. 
If he can^ he will draw you into sin, he will make 
you forget God, he will make you proud or careless, 
or perhaps try to make you despair of help. See 
how Yariously he tempted Christ. He would have 
Him doubt His sonship, distrust God's providential 
care, presume upon His protection though He 
should forsake the path marked out; he tempted 
Him to self-display, to grasp at the dominion over 
the world, to commit the fearful sin of worshipping 
him. 

In these ways he tempted Christ,^ and in similar 
ways he will tempt you. He will tempt you to 
sins of the intellect^ to self-conceit, parade of 
natural gifts, thinking lightly of God's truth. He 
will tempt you to sins of the appetite, to self- 
indulgence, to caring too much for eating and 
drinking, to self-abuse, and other sins. He will 
tempt you to sins of the heart, trusting in an arm 
of flesh, love of the world, ambition, craving too 
much human praise, and letting some idol take the 
throne which Christ alone ought to occupy. No 
one can tell the lanes and byways by which your 
enemy will come near. You need to be perpetually 
on the alert. 

" Gird thy heavenly armour on, 
Wear it ever night and day, 
Ambashed lies the evil one. 
Watch and pray." 
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III. You must kam from Christ to he well skilled 
in using the Word of TnUh, Five smooth stones did 
David take from the brook, and with one of them 
he overthrew Goliath. Three pebbles from the pure 
stream of God's Word did the Son of David take, 
and with them overcame the adversary. "It is 
written," was the unfailing answer of Christ to each 
assault of the tempter. If you would resist the 
evil one you must take the same course. Search 
into the Word of God, and apply it to your own 
special needs. Gather up its precepts and promises, 
and then in the power of the Spirit direct them 
against every temptation, small or great. 

Three great truths Christ used to repel tempta- 
tion, and they are valuable and helpful for all time. 

Man's true life is in God. It depends not on 
external things. It is maintained by Divine power, 
and fed by Divine truth (Matt. iv. 4). 

Man must not tempt God by forsaking the plain 
path of duty. If you would be safe, turn not one 
hair's-breadth from the way of God's commandments 
(ver. 7). 

Worship God, and Him alone. None else must 
claim your homage. Though the whole world were 
your reward, not for one moment let your heart 
turn away from Him (ver. 10). 

These thoughts may help you, but you want the 
teaching of the whole Scripture. Every part is 
profitable, and none you must neglect. Eead its 
histories, and see how God honours those who 
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honour Him. Prize the Psalms,, and catch the rare 
spirit of devotion that breathes in them. Value 
the prophetic books, and hearken to the solemn 
appeals in which they abound. Dive deeper into 
the New Testament, and grasp with firmer faith 
its revelations of mercy, peace, grace, and holiness. 

But with the Word look for the Spirit to bring 
it home to you. It was when Christ was full of 
the Holy Ghost that He so bravely withstood the 
prince of darkness. 

He was full of the Holy Ghost when He was 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness. It was 
in the power of the Spirit that He returned into 
Galilee. All through the temptation it was by 
the Spirit that He foiled the tempter by the sword 
which He had forged. So must you overcome. 
Pray for the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, live in the 
Spirit. 

" Mighty Spirit, dwell with me ; 
I myself would mighty be ; 
Mighty so as to prevail 
Where unaided man must fail ; 
Ever by a mighty hope 
Pressing on and bearing up." 
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IX. 
VICTORY IN THE BATTLE. 

"For in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He i« able 
to snooour them that are tempted," — Heb. ii. i8. 

It is a great mistake in warfare to underrate the 
power of the enemy. Many an army has been 
worsted and a campaign rendered useless by this 
error. SuflBcient forces have not been sent, or suffi- 
cient care taken to meet the attacks or the strata- 
gems of the foe. Let it not be thus with you in 
your -Christian course. Be prepared for great temp- 
tations, nor be surprised when they overtake you. 
" We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers." You strive with an un- 
wearied foe. Though he fail to-day, a still more 
daring attack he may make to-morrow. 

But if you may not underrate the power of the 
enemy, neither may you limit or question the 
mighty aid by which you may resist him. 

The very weakest Christian has Almighty power 
on his side. Christ is with us and for us, and all 
power is in His hand. Moreover, Satan is a con- 
quered foe, and in Christ's victory we have a pledge 
of our own. The adversary tried his utmost to 
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turn Christ aside, bat he could not ; and as our 
Head overcame, so shall eyery one of His members. 
Let us remember that He sympathises with each 
tempted soul— 

*^ He knows what sore temptations mean. 
For He has felt the same.* 

Be sure that He will not scorn nor despise you 
because evil thoughts trouble you. He will not cast 
you off because temptation has been too strong for 
you. In yourself there may be fear and trembling, 
and you may have to pass through many a painful 
struggle, but in Him you may ever find mercy, and 
might, and unchanging faithfulness. And if you 
will but trust in Him you will find Him very near 
to you. 

I learnt once a precious lesson of faith from 
a little girl. I was walking along a road in my 
parish, and I saw a little girl walking by my side. 
I saw she was not a poor child seeking relief, so I 
wondered what she wanted. After a few moments 
I bent down and asked her if I could do anything 
for her; but I only heard a sob. Soon I tried 
again, and, after a little delay, I just heard the 
words, "Rough men ! " — " So frightened I" I looked 
round and saw some navvies returning from their 
work, and I fancy they were not very sober, and 
had been fighting or quarrelling along the way ; 
so I took hold of the child's hand, and inquiring 
where she lived, I took her to the gate and saw 
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the little woman cheerfully run up the garden and 
enter the house. 

It seemed to me just a type and picture of the 
way in which a Christian should act in temptation. 
Go near to Christ, and put confidence in Him. Go 
and nestle by His side and under His wing, and 
remember that He cares for you, and will go with 
you and protect you. Take hold of His hand and 
tell Him your trouble, and look to Him to go with 
you every step of your homeward journey. And He 
will do it. He won't reject your humble suit. He 
won't turn away from you and leave you ; oh no ! 
He delights in those who flee to Him and trust in 
Him, and He will keep them from their fears and 
dangers, and bring them to the Father's house in 
peace. 

My young brother, in all your temptations and 
difficulties believe that the Lord Jesus is close 
^7 Jon, and look to Him to undertake for you. 
Believe His presence to be a great reality. You 
cannot see Him, but He can see you, and uphold and 
strengthen you in ways you cannot discern. He can 
discover to you the danger that may be approach- 
ing, as He warned Peter that Satan was about to 
try Him. He can pre-occupy your thoughts with 
that which is good, so as to keep out the evil 
imaginations that arise. He can give you a firm 
purpose and will to trample down some bait and 
enticement of the enemy. He can keep you stead- 
fast day by day even to the end. And He can 
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do more than this. By the very temptations you 
meet with He can give you increasing humility and 
faith, and thus draw you nearer to Himself. 

Still more than this will He do for you. Through 
temptation He will lead you to deeper joy and com- 
fort. He will enlarge the vessel, and then fill it to 
overflowing out of His fulness. After the storm 
there shall be a calm, and with the calm fresh 
tokens of a Father's lova 

See how it was with Christ Himself. Consola- 
tion followed conflict. The devil left Him, and 
angels came to Him. The bread He refused at the 
hands of Satan was brought to Him by ministering 
spirits, 

•• Thus shall it be with you. If you are really in 
earnest in serving God, you may look for a sore 
battle now and then. Christian had a fight with 
ApoUyon, and Apollyon is not yet either dead or 
in chains. You may at times have darkness and 
soul-trouble and wrestlings with the adversary, but 
friendly aid is not far ofif. Angels are on the wing. 
The present lack shall have a rich supply, and, 
before long, you will share with the celestial host 
the glory of the Father's house. 

" So help me, Lord, Thy holy will to suflFer, 
And still a learner at Thy feet to be ; 
Give faith and patience when the way is rougher, 

And at the end a joyful victory : 
Then grief itself is changed to song, 
Ofttimes on earth, but evermore ere long.** 
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THE RIGHT PLATFORM. 

*' There is no diBtinction, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
gloiy of God."— i2o»i. iii 22, 23 (Kevised Version). 

The truth here laid down is of immense moment to 
such as desire solid, abiding peace, and a sure hope 
of everlasting life. You must take your right 
position if you wish to journey in the right direc- 
tion. An illustration of this might be found in the 
Willesden Station, which is so largely used in reach- 
ing various parts of the metropolis. Whatever be 
your destination you have to be most careful in 
one point. Whether you are going to Victoria or 
Broad Street, or Hampstead, or elsewhere, you must 
take care to get on the right platform for thai par- 
ticular station, and before very long the train will 
draw up to it, and you enter, and by-and-by you 
find yourself at the station to which you are bound. 
It is the same with those who wish to reach the 
home of God's saints. You must be very careful 
U) he on the right plaifbrm, and then the train of 
God's free salvation will take you up and carry you 
safe to glory. 

10th Bnnday.] 
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Bat vliat is this platform ? What is the position 
which erery man must take who wishes to be 
saved ? There is no doubt or uno»taintjr about it 
Very plainly does PanI tell us in his Epistle to the 
Bomans and elsewhere. It is the platform of self- 
condemnation* It is the laying aside eyeiy eelf- 
righteous^ self-excusing plea, and the taking the place 
of a sinner, a law-breaker, in the sight of God* 
The law speaks for this purpose — " that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world become guilty 
before God" (Kom. iii 19). The foundation of 
God's plan of redemption rests on this fact, that the 
whole race of mankind have broken His law, and 
all alike, without distinction, are deserving of death 
for their transgressions. ^ There is no distinction, 
for all have sixmed and fall short of the gbry of 
God." 

The old version, " There is no difference," scarcely 
put this truth so clearly as the new« There 
is a difference, a very wide difference, between 
one and another. There is a differeuce as to the 
measure of responsibility, in regard to the light 
possessed and the privileges vouchsafed. There is 
a difference as to the amount of guilt, the direct 
and wilful violation of God's law, the length of 
time in which sin has been practised, the influence 
exerted for the injury of others; and all these must 
weigh in the balance with Him whose dealings are 
all in equity and truth. Great is the di&rence 
between one in a Christian land like England and 
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one like t&e poor Arabs in the Soudan who have 
never known the light of the Gospel. Great is the 
difference between a young person yielding for the 
first time to some subtle temptation, and the hoary- 
headed sinner who each year had reached a lower 
level of evil, and who with seared conscience and 
hardened heart has been a cause of stumbling to 
multitudes. 

But in spite of these differences, in one important 
point " there is no distinction." There is not one 
that has kept the law. There is not one but has 
sinned, and thus failed of the glory of God. The 
expression in Eom. iii. 23, "fall short of the glory 
of God," suggests a thought that may help us to 
see the truth here revealed. A match in archery 
is to take place, and none shall win but he who 
touches the eye of the target. Many try their 
skill, and some come nearer than others. The 
concentric rings are hit by one arrow or another, 
but the only matter of importance is whether any 
one actually touches the eye. If otherwise, all 
alike fail. 

In the matter before us perfect holiness, perfect 
and constant obedience in word, thought, and deed, 
and that out of a pure and perfect heart, is the 
end of God's law. But who has reached it? 
No doubt some may come nearer than others, but 
where is one who has never failed ? Not one can 
be found except our great. Pattern the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All we, the rest, have sinned and come 
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short of it. Far too corrupt are we by nature and 
prone to evil to approach anywhere near the perfec- 
tion which the law demands. 

I want you honestly to own this, and recognise it 
before God. Do not try to put in any claim of your 
own for arrest of judgment Do not try to lull 
conscience to sleep by imagining you are not so bad 
as oth.ers, or that you have done many things which 
are right, or that you have at times some good feel- 
ings or intentions. All these are of no avail in 
meeting the claims of God's law. If you had lived 
for twenty years a sinless life, and then had cherished 
one wicked thought, the law pronounces you guilty. 
But instead of this, is there one single day or hour 
in your whole life which you could present to God 
as being stainless, without blemish, and guided en- 
tirely by the right motive of supreme love to Him ? 

Therefore learn the lesson. You must stoop 
and take the lowest place. By the grace and guid- 
ance of the Holy Ghost, you must confess your- 
self to be a sinner deserving to die. You must 
condemn yourself, and be willing to be saved on 
the same footing as a criminal — yea, even as a 
murderer. " God, be merciful to me a sinner " 
must be your only plea. When you come to this, 
there is at once a wide door of hope opened to 
you ; there a free, sure, complete forgiveness offered 
to you in Christ's n9,me. There is no need of delay, 
and no danger of rejection. Come at once to the 
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Lord Jestu, and He will Teceire you and put away 
the em of the past Twelve, fourteen, sixteen yean 
of sin and forgetfulness may be pardoned this yery 
hour through faith in Christ's blood. 

Look at the words closely connected with the 
passage of Scripture on which I have touched On 
both sides, before and after, it ia linked with the 
free redemption which comes through Christ. See 
verses 21 and 22, which tell of *'the righteousness 
of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 
all and upon all them that, believe." Thank God 
for this glorious gift of d sheltering righteousness 
which hides from the eye of Divine Justice every 
spot and every etfdn ! So again in ver. 24, ** Being 
justified freely by Sis grace through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesfusy 'So distinction 1 All 
who confess their sin and accept the righteousness 
of God's providing stand free from guilt, without 
blame before the Majesty of Heaven, righteous in 
Him who is ** Jehovah-Tzidkenu ** — ** The Lord our 
Eighteousness." 



"O* 



" Mine is the sin, "but Thine the righteousness ; 
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood. 
Here is mj xobe, mj refuge, and x&j peace, 
Thy blood, Thy dgfateousn^Bs, Lord, my God." 
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XI. 
NOT OF THE WORLD. 

" They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.'' 
— John xvii i6.. 

You must not pass by these words and reckon them 
of small moment. They speak of a separation that 
is essential. Three times on the same night before 
His betrayal' did our Lord repeat them. " If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his own : 
but because ye are not of the lyorld, but I have 
'chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you" (John xv. 19: so also xvii. 14-16). 

An excellent illustration has been given of this' 
separation. 

Amongst the currents in the Atlantic Ocean is the 
great Gulf Stream. In parts it is sixty miles wide, 
and has been called a river in the ocean. The waters 
in this stream are, on the average, twenty degrees 
higher in temperature than the surrounding waters ; 
it preserves its waters distinct from those of the sea 
on either side, so that the eye can trace the line of 
contact. It retains its physical identity for thou- . 
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sands of miles, casting branches and fruits of tropical 
trees on the coasts of the Hebrides and of Norway, 
It has an immense influence in moderating the ex- 
treme cold of winter in this latter country and else- 
where. All around the coast where its influence is 
felt the atmosphere is many degrees of temperature 
higher than in the interior. Moreover, it prevents 
stagnation, and keeps one-fourth part of the waters 
of the Atlantic in constant motion. 

In many ways the Christian is like this Gulf 
Stream. 

Like the stream in the ocean, he is in the world, 
but yet distinct and separate. He is not conformed 
to it. He has a higher temperature ; for the love 
of God is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Ghost Look at the great Pattern which he is 
bound to follow. Christ was no ascetic. He waS 
in contact with the world at all points. He went 
into the house of publican and of Pharisee. He 
mingled with men in the streets, on the mountain 
side, on the sea-shore. Yet there was a holy eleva- 
tion, a heavenliness, a living above the world whilst 
He was in it. So must you be if you are His fol- 
lower. You must not forsake the path of common 
life. You must not shut yourself up in the cell of a 
monk, or imagine that you have nothing to do with 
the world to which God sends you. But whilst 
you are in the world, let your spirit rise above it. 
Through the indwelling presence of the Lord Jesus 
live a new and heavenly life. Let your eye be 
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upward to a Father in heaven, and your hand 
engaged in doing His work. like the stream to 
which I refer, remember you have a mighty influ- 
ence, and it is always for good if you are living 
after the mind of the Lord Jesus. You keep the 
world from the stagnation of death by your efforts 
for the spiritual and temporal well-being of those 
around you. You stir up others to a healthy 
activity by your own zeal for God. 

Moreover, as the warmth of the Stream lessens 
the intense cold felt in northern climes, so the true 
Christian, by his own holy life, raises the standard 
of morality and truth, and thus lessens the sin 
which is around him. Still further, he often brings 
the fruits and flowers of Paradise to the neighbour- 
hood where he dwells. In his own daily walk, and 
in the example of a godly home, ordered in the fear 
and love of God, the heavenly graces and virtues of 
meekness, forbearance, self-denial, gentleness, love, 
patience, and the like shine forth, and testify by 
their fragrance of the country from whence they 
derive their origin. 

Now bring home the question to yourself — 
Is this your life ? Is there something about you 
higher and nobler and more Christ-like than in the 
most ? Is there in you a hope and a power that 
lifts you above the low, earthly life that satisfies 
the majority ? Is there at least a glimmer of the 
bright light that shone forth in all Christ said and 
did ? Is there a distinctness of purpose about you 
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that gives others an impression that you have a 
motive and a principle which they do not possess ? 
Is your daily conduct a real benefit to others, by 
showing them their sin, and manifesting the beauty 
of holy living ? 

Perhaps not. But if not, what then ? Will 
you rest content ? Will you please yourself, and 
forget the claims that Christ has upon you ? Will 
you throw away the privilege you might possess 
of scattering blessings around you, and having in 
yourself the testimony of God's favour ? 

There is but one way to obtain it Receive by 
faith the benefit of Christ's sacrifice, and yield your- 
self to Him to be filled with His Spirit and grace ; 
then His life will be your life, and in His life you 
shall live for God 
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WHERE IS THE FRUIT? 
" He found nothing but leaves." — Mark xi. 13. 

OuK Jjoti, was on His way to the city. He had 
now but a short season before the end ; so, early 
and late, He must be doing His Father's will, and 
fulfilling His great mission. It was early in the 
morning, and, probably without tasting food, He 
had left the kindly shelter of Bethany. So now 
He is hungry, and seeing a fig-tree eovered with 
leaves. He sought fruit thereon. He goes to the 
tree and turns over its broad leaves to see if at 
least a few figs might not be <Jiscovered. But it is 
in vain. True, we are told that the season was 
not yet; but if there were leaves, there might 
be fruit also, for usually the latter preceded the 
former. In any wise, our Lord teaches a very 
solemn lesson from the lack He found. 

He never wrought a miracle of judgment on a 
single human being, and He never wrou^t but 
one, and it was on this tree. Only one short 
sentence was it ; but this was enough : " No man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever*' (ver. 14). So 
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it came to pass. The fig-tree is dried up from the 
roots. No fruit henceforth can possibly grow upon 
it, and all its fair covering of leaves no more is seen. 
It immediately withers away, and is fit for nought 
but to be cut down and committed to the flames. 

The one point on which I wish to dwell is the 
Master's search for fruit amongst the leaves of this 
fig-tree. Leaf after leaf He may have turned over, 
but beneath each- and all He found nothing to 
satisfy Him. 

How is it with yourself ? Look upon the leaf as 
an emblem of a promise or profession of CThristian 
living, and see if there be not yourself something 
of a parallel with the tree of which I am speaking. 

Perhaps before coming to school you had kind 
and earnest words spoken to you as to the dangers 
you must avoid and the course you should follow. 
Words of caution bade you keep aloof from com- 
panions who would rob you of your value for truth 
and godliness. Counsel was added as to daily 
prayer, and courage to do right, and diligence in 
study. And you sincerely promised to keep to the 
straight path, and to use well these days of great 
opportunity. 

Sere was the leaf, hd where is the fruit t What 
does the Master find in you corresponding to your 
purpose and promise ? He looks over your life in 
the dormitory, in the schoolroom, in the cricket- 
field, in your school-chapel, and does He find you 
striving to do your best, to keep a good conscience^ 
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to shun evil, to set a Christian example, and to 
exercise an influence tbat may be helpfnl to those 
around you ? 

Or look at this in another way. I suppose week 
by week you go at least once or twice to the service 
in your diapel, or, it may be, in the Parish church* 
You join in the prayers that are offered up. You 
take up the words of the General Confession : ^ We 
have erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost 
sheep. « • • We have offended against Thy holy 
laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, and there 
is no health in us." 

Sere is the leaf, hut where is the frwU t You 
confess you have done amiss. You utter words of 
repentance and humiliation. You speak as one 
poor in spirit, and deeply conscious of your sinful- 
ness. But where is the reality of all this ? Do . 
you grieve when you fail in doing right ? Do you 
in secret humble yourself before God for sin ? Do 
you cherish a sense of your own.unworthinesS; and 
desire to amend your life ? 

But think again. You frequently use the Lord's 
Prayer. In the family, at home, in church, and 
perhaps in your secret prayers you often repeat the 
words, " Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed 
be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven/' 
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Here is the leaf, hd where is thefrvM f Yon call 
Ood your Fa&er, but b&ve you tke ^spixit of a loving 
and obedient child ? You pray that God's name 
may be hallowed, but do you honour it in your 
conversation, in your reverence for His Word, His 
house, His day ? You pray that His kingdom may 
£ome, but are you doing your part to advance it in 
your home, in your school, and wherever you have 
influence ? You pray that Gk)d's will may be done, 
but are you making it your aim to do it by keeping 
His commandments, and, like the angels,. cheerfully 
running in the path He points out ? 

You stand up and acknowledge the faith you 
hold. You say, "I believe in God the Fatfier 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in 
Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord," &c. 

Sere is the leaf, hut where is the fruit ? Do you 
believe in God as your Creator, so that you reckon 
yourself entirely to be His and not your own ? Do 
you believe in Jesus as your Saviour, so that you 
have in Him forgiveness and strength ? Do you 
manifest your faith in Him by loving Him and 
serving Him day by day ? 

Once more, you take part in the General Thanks- 
giving. In your name at least the words are 
uttered : " We bless Thee for our creation, preser- 
vation, and all the blessings of this life ; but, above 
all, for Thine inestimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Here is the leaf hd where is the fruit f Do you 
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mingle true thanksgiving with the prayers you 
offer? Do you praise God by the holiness and 
cheerfulness of your life ? Do you see something 
of the marvellous loving-kindness of God in the 
work of Christ, so that you would fain praise Him 
more and more ? 

Alas for him who has leaves and no fruit ! You 
cannot deceive God. You cannot hide from Him 
the barrenness of a heart that neither repents, nor 
prays, nor loves, nor longs to serve Him. And 
remember the issue. You may bear fruit now, if 
you desire it; but by-and-by you cannot. You 
may quench the Spirit. You may provoke Him to 
withdraw from you His grace and help. You may 
lose every impression for good, all tenderness of 
conscience, and become " twice dead," as a tree in 
the vineyard withered and dried. 

Let it not be so with you. The dresser of the 
vineyard still intercedes. He pleads for you that 
you may neither be lef fc without grace nor be cut 
down in your sins. Therefore come to Him who 
can pardon past days of neglect and fruitlessness. 
Come to Him and abide in Him by faith, and you 
€haU bear much fruit. 

*• Happy still in God confiding, 
Fruitful if in Christ abiding y 
Holy througli the Spirit's guiding, 
All must be well." 
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XIII. 
THE SMITTEN ROCK. 

" He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as 
out of the great depths. He brought streams also out of the rock, 
and caused waters to run down like rivers.*' — Ps, Ixxviii. 15, 16. 

A SHORT time ago I saw a picture of the English 
forces in Egypt reaching the wells of Abu Klea. 
Their eagerness in drinking of the water reminded 
me of the scene when Moses struck the rock at 
God's bidding and the streams gushed out abun- 
dantly. Never did God more plainly display His 
mercy and forbearance. The people are full of 
murmuring and unbelief. Twice, thrice, yea, many 
times already had He delivered them from danger 
and supplied their wanta Just before, He had 
opened the windows of heaven, and given them food 
enough and to spare. But they will not trust Him. 
They have no water, and they declare that they 
shaU die in the wilderness of thirst. But. again 
God quenches their murmurings in the overflowings 
of His goodness. He gives them water out of the 
rock, not for a day, but for years. The stream 
follows them along their course. Thus He showed 
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Himself full of compassion. He forgave their 
iniquity, and supplied all their need. 

But if in the smitten rock there was mercy to 
Israel, there was still more to ourselves. If mercy 
shone forth in the shadow, how much more in the 
substance to which it pointed ! 

Now imagine another scene. Since the supply 
of water in the desert fourteen hundred years had 
passed. It was the last day of the feast of tabernacles, 
when water was brought in a golden pitcher from 
the pool and poured out by the Temple in remem- 
brance of the gift of water at Meribah. And Jesus 
stood amongst the assembled thousands, and cried, 
saying, " If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
and drink " (John vii. 37). As if He would say, 
'*You remember the streams gushing forth from the 
rock in the desert. £tU that rock pointed to Me. Your 
fathers drank of that water, and they thirsted again, 
and ai last fell in the unldemess. £vt drink of the 
water I will give you, and you shall never thirst, lut 
this water shall he in you a well springing up to life 
eternal" (comp. ver. 38, and John iv, 13, 14). 

" That rock was Christ " (i Cor. x. 4). It was a 
type and emblem of Him. It pointed to Him as the 
source and spring of boundless grace and blessing. 
What a consolation is this, that amongst the changing 
circumstances of life we have a changeless Bock, 
" Jesus Christy the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever," to whom we shall never turn in vain ! He 
is a strong, enduring Friend and Helper. Though 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



66 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

waves beat high, on this Rock you may stand, and 
they cannot touch you. Though the sun of tempta- 
tion beat upon you, yet beneath the shadow of this 
Rock you may abide and cannot be harmed. 

But from the rock smitten by the rod of Moses 
came forth the living stream. And it is from Christ, 
smitten and afflicted for our sake, receiving in Him- 
self the terrible stroke and penalty of a broken law, 
that grace and mercy flow. 

Christ, as our substitute and representative, bears 
in our stead the death and judgment we Reserve. 
I remember hearing of a young lad at school who 
had an elder schoolfellow who showed him great 
kindness. The young lad often broke school rules 
and got into trouble with the master, but his friend 
shielded him when he could. On one occasion 
something had been done amiss, and the master 
called the offender to receive punishment at the 
desk. It was the little lad who had done it, but 
the other bade him sit still, and he would go up 
as if he were guilty and receive th^ stripes. In 
this way he showed his love, and took blame for 
evil of which he was innocent. 

But who can tell the kindness and love of Christ 
toward us ? Who <jan tell how much He bore for 
our sake ? " He was wounded for our offences, and 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are 
healed" (Isa. liii. s). 
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But not only does Christ bear our sin, but from 
Him, the Crucified One, flows the river of living 
water. 

You want happiness. You want a constant 
source of peace and comfort. Where can you find 
it? Only in Christ. You may try everything 
which life has to give ; and it will give you many 
a cup of pleasure, many an hour of gratification, 
many a delight in the things around you : and as far 
as these things are innocent and lawful, enjoy them, 
and thank God for them. But the cup will often 
be empty, and the little brook dry up, and perhaps 
pain, and disappointment, and trouble come instead. 
All present things are like cisterns dug in the clay, 
of which we read in " The Land and the Book," that 
may hold a little water for a time, but when hot 
weather comes there is a crack, and the cistern is 
empty. 

But through Jesus you may find lasting com- 
fort. He will pour into your heart an assurance 
of His love. He will brighten your path when 
it is dark by giving you patience and hope. He 
will rejoice in your happiness and remove every 
hindrance to it, as He met the need of the marriage 
guests at Cana. He will teach you by His Spirit 
to find real help in prayer. He will give you 
power to overcome temptation, and endue you with 
the graces of meekness, holiness, and love. 

Only stoop down and drink of the stream which 
runs close at your feet. Only be humble and see 
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that you are unworthy of His grace. Only believe 
that He died for you and that He loves you and 
will hear your prayer. Only ask Him to give you 
the living water and He cannot deny you. 

<< I hunger and I thirst ; 
Jesu my manna be ; 
Ye living waters burst 
Out of the Rock for me. 

For still the desert lies 

My thirsting soul before ; 
O living waters rise 

Within me evermore." 
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XIV. 
THE CLAIMS OF THE RISEN REDEEMER. 

** Fear not ; I am the Fint and the Last, and the Living One ; 
and I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen ; and 
have the keys of death and of Hades."— iSev. L 17, 18 (Revised 
Version). 

Never a darker night of sorrow, and fear, and doubt 
than the interval between our Lord's death and 
resurrection. The little flock was scattered. Their 
hopes seemed dashed to the ground. The arrow had 
pierced the soul of His mother. Peter was weeping 
bitterly. The Magdalene and her companions had 
no thought but of honouring the dead body of their 
Lord. 

But the darkness lasted only for a short season. 
And never dawned a brighter or more glorious 
day than that when the Prince of Life arose from 
the tomb and dispelled for ever those black clouds 
of unbelief which for a season had ,so hidden 
from sight the promises He had left them and the 
grand future that was in store for His Church. 
He rose, and none could stay Him. The watch, 
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and the stone, and the seal cannot delay for one 
moment the fulfilment of His promise. To one 
and another and another He showed Himself, until 
on that first Easter Eve the disciples together heard 
His welcome voice telling of peace, and saw the 
hands and the feet which had been wounded for 
them. 

And for us too the light shines, and the Living 
One reminds us that His life abides evermore, and 
that all the powers of death and of the unseen 
world are in His hand. No humble, believing soul 
need now be afraid. " Fear not," He saith, " I am 
the First and the Last, and the Living One." 

But what claims has this risen, living, glorious 
Eedeemer upon you ? What does He ask of you 
by virtue of His resurrection ? 

First, He has a daim on your unlimited^ uvr- 
hounded confidence. If Christ had remained in 
Joseph's new tomb, then faith would have been 
vain, and our hope perished. But now that He 
has risen, and that the evidences of His resurrec- 
tion are so clear, does He not ask that we shall 
trust Him utterly ? 

If there be those nigh at hand who would 
suggest doubts as to the truth of the Gospel, we 
may not hearken to them nor regard them. Christ 
has risen, therefore He is - God's chosen Messiah. 
His word is Yea and Amen, for He is proved to 
be the faithful and true witness. He cannot be 
deceived, and He cannot deceive. Firm as a rock 
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abide every doctrine ^hich He taught; every promise 
He gave, every threatening He uttered. More- 
over, you may trust Him for free and perfect for- 
giveness- of sins. The resurrection was God's seal 
i>n the all-sufficiency of His atoning work. The 
debt is paid, for the prisoner is set free. And the 
payment of that debt availed for all who by faith 
accept the ransom* Therefore trust in Him and 
be not afraid. Trust Him as the great Prophet 
whose words cannot fail. Trust Him as the Surety 
who has satisfied the justice of God's law on your 
behalf. Trust Him as the One who can trample 
down the world, the devil, death, and hell under 
your feet. Trust Him with full whole - helarted 
confidence, and so trusting you shall never be put 
to shame. 

Christ, as the risen Saviour, has a claim on your 
supreme and constant love. For He rose again, to 
perpetuate and for ever manifest the love which 
brought Him to the cross. It was the same loving 
Saviour who spoke to Mary, and forgave Peter, and 
bore with the unbelief of Thomas, that the disciples 
had known in earlier days. He loved through 
life ; He loved in death ; He loved when He rose 
again ; and He loves still at the Father's right hand. 
And does not this love of Christ demand our love, our 
warmest and most fervent love ? Thank God, Jesus 
lives evermore to accept and honour and reciprocate 
the love that is poured out upon Him. He loved 
first ; but it is no loss true that when you return 
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His love, and manifest that love in joyful obedience, 
He delights to reveal His love more and more, and 
to be ever giving fresh tokens of its reality. 

Therefore be it your glad privilege to recognise 
this cjaim of Christ. Set your love on Christ. 
Say with David, " I will love Thee, Lord, my 
strength." Own to Him that you would love 
Him far more than ever you have done hitherto, 
and ask Him by His Spirit to pour His love 
abundantly into your heart. Ponder His marvel- 
lous life, His words of grace, — above all, the story 
of His death, until your heart is on fire with love 
to Him, until that love grows deeper and stronger, 
and pervades your whole soul. Such love blesses 
him who exercises it, and honours Him on whom 
it is bestowed. 

Lastly, Christ hy virtue of His resurrection has 
a daim on yov/r loyal and unswerving allegiance. 
You are bound to fight bravely and steadfastly on 
behalf of His kingdom of righteousness and truth. 
Did not He fight your battle even to the death, and 
for your sake did He not spoil principalities and 
powers ? Did He not overcome for you that mighty 
enemy of your soul who must otherwise have kept 
you in the bondage of sin and fear ? 

And now that, by His resurrection. He has proved 
His power, and has commissioned His Church to 
carry on the warfare against the power of evil, is 
it not your part to gird on your armour and, as a 
good soldier of His cross, to go to the front and 
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never be ashamed of His banner ? You are fighting 
under a victorious General, and you know before- 
hand that His kingdom must spread, and that at 
length He will put all enemies under His feet. 

Therefore be brave and devoted to His cause. 
Never mind a few sword-cuts. Don't hesitate to be 
on Christ's side because you may meet occasionally 
with a little reproach for His sake. Day by day 
rise up in the morning with a prayer that you may 
in nowise dishonour Him, but that you may do 
something, however small, to advance His kingdom 
in the world. 

And always remember the loving Bedeemer is by 
your side. He is close at hand to succour and to 
help you. You are not left alone, but He is with 
you, and your least efforts to do good shall not be 
in vain. 
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XV. 
STEPS IN THE RIGHT PATH. 

" By grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yooraelves ; 
it is the gift of God : not of works, lest any man should boast. For 
we are Bjb workmanship, created in Christ Jesus uoto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." — : 
Eph, ii. 8-ia 

I REMEMBEB once an old olergymau very energetic- 
ally giving me a bit of advice aa to xay work. 
He was very anxious that I should make every- 
thing plain in preaching to my flock.. So he said 
more than once, " Shew them the steps ! Shew them 
the steps ! " 

Since then I have often tried to follow his good 
counsel, and in this short paper I should like to 
do so again. The passage above will just answer 
my purpose in doing this. It is a perfect gem of 
divinity. It puts everything exactly in its right 
place. It lays a good foundation, and then places 
a capital building and roof upon it. If you 
thoroughly understood and followed its teaching, 
and you were some day preaching in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, I feel sure you would give them a sound 
Gospel sermon. Look into it and study it for your- 
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self, and never forget it as long as you live. It 
goes very much in a line with a few words I lately 
met with — 

** Faithless works God wonH regard, 
WorklessfaMh He worCt reward,** 

Beside this couplet put four other lines — 

Faith makes the ChriBtian. 
Life ehoWs the Ohrietian. 
Trial tests tJie Christian. 
Death crowns the Christian. 



But I must be brief, so will go straight to the 
"trords of Paul. The one point I want you to notice 
is the place of good works in the matter of salvation. 
You see he first utterly casts them out, and then 
as plainly brings them in again. He rejects them 
without the least exception from having any part 
in securing peace and solvation. Then he no less 
plainly shows that salvation always leads to them, 
and that every believer must walk in them. Just 
as tiles and slates would never do for the foundation 
of a house, and, in fact, would make it thoroughly 
insecure, and yet in their right place are most valu- 
able, yea, absolutely necessary ; for what can be the 
comfort of a house unless the roof is tight and good ? 

Bear in mind these two points. They will help 
you all through your Christian life. 

Do you wish to be at peace with God, and to 
rejoice that sin is forgiven, and that you stand 
accepted and beloved with the Father? 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



70 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

As to all this, works have no place whatever. 
It is "not of yourself," "not of works," All the 
good deeds in the world will not help you a whit. 
Deeds of charity, self-denial, hours spent in worship 
or in prayer. Church-going, acts performed in truth 
and justice — all most excellent in their place, yet 
they must not be relied upon in the very least in 
your approach to God. Salvation is a free gift The 
remission of sins is a gift. The grace of the Spirit 
is a gift. Eternal life is a gift, both in the present 
foretaste and in the fulness hereafter. All comes as a 
free, undeserved gift, of God's tender loving-kindness 
through the work of the Lord Jesus. No goodness, 
no good feelings, no eflforts of yours could have 
obtained it It comes to you only on the footing 
of a present, and your part is to stretch out the 
empty hand of faith and thankfully accept it. 

But remember this : a gift is only yours when 
you have taken it. Have you in your heart thanked 
God for this gift and taken it? Have you cast 
aside past neglect of religion ? Have you given 
up trying to earn peace by your better life ? Have 
you believed God's love in thus giving you salva- 
tion ? Have you trusted in Jesus for all you need ? 
Then you are saved ; or, as in the Eevised Version, 
"Ye have been saved." You are forgiven, and 
accepted, and at peace with God. 

But do not forget the other side of this passage. 
When a man is saved, he is a piece of God's work- 
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manship. He is fashioned and formed of God by 
the in\7orkiDg of the Holy Spirit. He is new- 
created in knowledge, holiness, and love, that he 
may glorify God by the good works he will perform. 
Here is the path marked out for him of God. From 
his conversion to his death he will find no comfort 
except as he steadfastly walks in it. He is not 
saved bp works, but for works. Compare Titus 
iL 14, iii 4-8. 

Be very careful, if you are Christ's indeed, to 
excel in every good word and work. Let the love 
of Christ rule in you, so that you walk in His foot- 
steps. Do not wait for great opportunities. Be 
mindful about little things. Do not shrink from the 
trouble of a Sunday-school class. Redeem moments 
for prayer. Be kind and unselfish with school- 
fellows. Put a stumbling-block out of a brother's 
way. Let your religion be seen at home. " Keep 
the lower lights burning." As a son, a brother, or 
" the young master," let your influence be felt for 
good. "Be zealous of good works" 
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XVI, 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

" I am the GU)od Shepherd ; and I know Mine own, and Mine 
own know Me, even as the Father knoweth Me and I know the 
Father ; and I lay down My life for the sheep.'*— -/oAn x. 14, 15 
(Revised Version). 

Theke is something in the Lord Jesus — ^some office, 
some promise, some feature of His perfect character 
— that corresponds to every possible need of man. 
Who is there but has to confess with David, " I 
have gone astray like a sheep that is lost " ? But 
here is the all-sufficient answer. Jesus saith, " I 
am the Good Shepherd." 

The figure is full of beauty and encouragement. 
It represents Christ as taking'for our sake a position 
of humility ; for the work of a shepherd is a lowly, 
self-denying work. He who fulfils it aright must be 
willing to track the footsteps of the wanderer, to tend 
the sick one, to bear in his arms or on his shoulder 
the weak and weary ona He must be willing, by 
day and by night, to be in the midst of them when 
it is needful, and to spare no toil or labour in finding 
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them good t>asturage and in protecting them from 
danger. 

And is not all this descriptive of that which I 
need from Christ day by day ? I rejoice that my 
Shepherd is ever ready to restore me when for the 
moment I have turned aside from Him. He chastens 
me, but He does not cast me off. He permits me 
to feel the bitterness of my sin, but as soon as I 
own it, He waits to pardon and deliver me. He is 
the One who really cares for me. The hireling 
cares not for the flock, but the Good Shepherd does. 
He loves them, for they belong to Him. He cares 
for them with tenderer care than ever a mother 
cared for her infant child. He cares for their 
spiritual welfare, and He cares for their temporal 
comfort and success. 

He is One ever near at hand* As the sleepless 
Guardian and Keeper of His people. He is never 
far away. But the feeblest cry of the weakest of 
His lambs awakens His sympathy. He is so nigh 
that not a petition, not a sigh of the heart, can 
escape His notice. 

He is One who knows each of His own and all that 
concerns them. The expression used in the Sevised 
Version is very suggestive of the closeness of the 
link that binds His flock to Him. *' I know Mine 
owuy and Mine ovm know Me." They are His very 
own — bought by Him, marked, and sealed, and 
loved by Him, His jewels. His precious treasure, 
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the objects of His perpetual solicitude. So, too, 
we have the intimacy of His knowledge. The 
Bevised Version here again has important teaching : 
" I know . . . even as the Father knoweth Me and I 
know the Father" What knowledge could go deeper 
than this ? So perfectly does He know all that con- 
cerns them — He knows their joys and their sorrows, 
their lesser troubles and their greater ones, their 
desolation when others join against them, or when 
they long for some one to love and care for them, 
and yet they are left alone. He knows their sore 
temptations and dark hours when they almost wish 
they were dead, and He knows, too, the hours when 
everything looks so bright and pleasant, and yet 
when danger is nearest. He knows and He under- 
takes for us under alL In infinite wisdom, though 
in ways past finding out, He sends the trial and 
He sends the relief. He gives the joy, and guards 
the heart, lest it prove a cause of harm. . 

He knows. He provides, and best of all He loves. 
" I lay down My life for the sheep." Thrice He 
tells of this mighty proof of His changeless love 
(vers. II, IS, 17). 

And we see how perfectly voluntary was the 
sacrifice. On the one hsmd, it was willing obedience 
to the Father; on the other, it was in tenderest 
love to His sheep. No love like this before or 
after it ! Put together all the love of bridegroom 
to bride, of parent to child, of brother to brother, 
of friend to friend — when placed beside the love of 
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Christ, what is it but the tiniest ray of light com- 
pared to the full radiance of the noonday sun ? 

None can tell how much consolation is bound 
up in the thought of the Good Shepherd's care and 
love for His flock. In the hour when every earthly 
wish seems fulfilled, His presence gives additional 
gladness to the cup of blessing which He gives, 
lu the hour when every light is quenched, and 
every mortal comfort dead, the sense of His abiding, 
constant affection and tender pitifulness brings a 
ray of hope into the soul, and points to a brighter 
future that lies before us. 

But do you know Him as your Shepherd ? 
Mark the expression — ''Mine ovm know MeJ' Dp 
you know Him? Do you know His voice, and 
love to hearken, to trust, to obey it? Do you 
know Him as having found you when far off from 
God, as having brought you back to His fold ? Do 
you know Him, as having washed you from the 
mire and the stain of past sins, and as having 
given you a conscience at peace through His 
blood? Do you know Him, as guiding you day 
by day in paths of righteousness, as hearing your 
prayers, or keeping you from the power of the de- 
stroyer ? Do you know Him by the Spirit which 
He imparts ? 

Eemember that it is a personal, individual 
matter. Each sheep of the flock is sought and 
saved and led by the Good* Shepherd in a way only 
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known to Christ and the soul, and, therefore, it 
cannot be ignorant of His merciful dealings. How 
do you stand this day, my young brother, with 
respect to the Good Shepherd ? In your baptism 
you were committed to His care, and given up to 
Him, but have you made this a reality by your 
own willing choice ? You have often gone astray 
in forbidden paths ; but have you returned to Him 
as the Shepherd and Bishop of .your soul? He 
has often come to you by the strivings of His 
Spirit and the calls of His Word: but have you 
yielded to Him? Have you entreated Him to 
receive you and to be with you and near you as 
your Shepherd all your days? Let there be no 
doubt about this. Let your eye be upon Him, and 
your whole life ruled by His grace and Spirit. 

" From a sinful world I flee, 
Shepherd of my soul, to Tiiee ! " 
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XVII. 
THE BEAUTIFUL FEET. 

" How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good 
tidings of good ! *' — ha, lii. 7. 

N£YER were feet so beautiful as those of the Lord 
Jesus. Think of Him on Mount Olivet proclaim* 
ing blessing upon blessing on the humble and the 
contrite. Think of Him as He trod the waves of 
Oennesaret, and spoke to the troubled disciples^ '' It 
is I, be not afraid." Think of Him as He met the 
bier at Nain, and spoke to the sad heart of the 
widow, "Weep not." Think of Him as, wearied 
and footsore, He sat by the well of Sjchar, and gave 
the living water to a thirsty soul. Think, too, of 
those feet of Jesus pierced and nailed to the cross 
for your sins and mine, and well may we be ready 
in spirit to act like the woman in the Gospel who 
kksed His feet, and anointed them with ointment 
(Luke vii.) 

But your feet may be beautiful too. If you 
follow His steps, and like Him go about "doing 
good," in His sight, in the dght of angels, in the 
sight of His people, your, feet, sin-stained though 
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they may have been in days past, yet shall have a 
beauty and a glory of their own. 
You remember, perhaps, the lines — 

*' Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee." 

But how may this be ? 

Alas for the feet that are swift to do evil ! There 
is many a foot that runs eagerly in ways that 
are not good. Cruelty, deceit, disregard of rightful 
authority, unfeeling indifference to the peace and 
welfare of others, utter mindlessness of God's fear 
and love, these things mark the path in which they 
walk. And many a footstep leaves a mark behind, 
a soul turned aside from truth and righteousness, a 
companion hardened in wickedness, a parent pained 
and saddened, the lad himself sinking deeper in the 
mire of sin. , The sad proverb, " Over shoes, over 
boots," has too often a fulfilment in such as fall to 
lower and lower depths of iniquity. But may your 
path be ever upward. May the marks left by your 
feet be such as will help and encourage, and not 
hinder, others in the path of life ! 

If you would have it so, remember the feet first 
become beautiful when they return from the far 
couTvtry, and turn homeward to the Father's house. 
Very beautiful in the father's eye were the feet of 
the prodigal, though shoeless and covered with dust 
from his long journey, when he came back from his 
life of waste and revelry. 
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Have your feet yet trodden this path? Have 
you ever truly said in your heart, " I will arise, and 
go to my Father?" and have you confessed to 
Him your sin, and found free forgiveness through 
His mercy in Christ ? 

Begin here, and the rest will follow. Free 
mercy covering you with the robe of a Redeemer's 
righteousness, and free grace filling your heart with 
a song of gladness, you will go forth with your 
"feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of 
peace." Stand firm on the promises of the Grospel, 
and wherever you go you will love to carry the 
spirit and the message of the Gospel with you. 

Then be careful about three or four points. Let 
your feet carry you often to the throne of grace. The 
path that leads to it should be trodden not only in 
the morning and evening, but many times a day. 
If you will only reckon it your highest privilege to 
be allowed to tell your wants and troubles to a 
Father who loves you, and then go to Him in 
Christ's name, many a word, a desire, a look may 
arise to Him through the day that will bring you 
in return peace and strength. 

Seek that your feet Toay he winged hy zeal. Be 
very zealous for God's glory and the welfare of 
others. Let not sloth and self-indulgence hinder 
you in doing some act of kindness that may be 
suggested to you. Be ever on the look-out for 
little opportunities of doing good. It may be but 
a word to cheer one in trouble, or a few minutes' 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



So YOUR SUNDAYS. 

help to a young schoolfellow in some difficiilt bit 
of Latin he cannot master, or a trifling gift to a 
poor child in the street But whatever yotirhand 
findeth to do in this way, do it with your might. 
Eemember the good Samaritan. Think how he 
cared for the man fallen among thieves and bound 
up his wounds, and walked himself whilst the poor 
man rode on his beast to the inn. Ah, I think the 
feet of the Samaritan must have been very beautiful 
in the eyes of the one he so befriended! Act in 
the same spirit, and yours will be no less so in the 
eye of many a one whose sorrows or suflerings you 
have relieved. 

Seek also that your heart may he JUUd from the 
storehouse of God's truth. No feet are more beauti- 
ful than those which carry the good tidings of 
God's love and salvation to those who are perishing. 
How beautiful were the feet of Philip in the eye 
of the eunuch when he could unfold to him the 
story of Chrisfs death, and show him His willing- 
ness and power to save ! How beautiful were the 
feet of Peter in the house of Cornelius when he 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles! How 
beautiful were the feet of Paul at Thessalonica and 
Philippi and Corinth to those who embraced the 
Gospel he preached ! 

Now, if you would be able to tell of Christ 
to others, like these servants of God, your own 
heart must be filled with the truth of the Gospel. 
You must seek to have ita doctrines and promises 
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illumined by the teaching of the H0I7 Ghost, so 
that they may be life and joy to your own soul. 
Then be ready, as God opens the way, to carry the 
message to others. You may have many oppor- 
tunities even at school, and still more at the 
University, or in other walks of life. And remem- 
ber that but a few well-timed words, spoken in 
humility and love, may do a work for God that you 
could never have anticipated. 

But is there no young friend who reads these 
lines who in a still higher sense may have "the 
beautiful feet ? " It is a privilege in any way to 
carry the message of peace and salvation, but how 
great is the privilege of giving your whole life to 
this work ! Is there no one willing and able out of 
love to Christ to seek for Holy Orders, and, at home 
or in the mission field, to spend your life in winning 
others for Him ? If only the heart is right, it is 
far the most blessed work on earth. I know that 
it may not bring as much gold and silver as may 
sometimes be found in other callings. I know it 
brings with it much conflict aud difficulty at the 
present day. But in spite of this it is the work 
most like that of Christ, and with His help and 
blessing may make you useful to thousands. 
that some young heart might respond to this appeal, 
and seek guidance and direction from above to 
carry it out ! 
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XVIII. 

BE TRUTHFUL. 

"Thy servant went no whither.'* — 2 Kings v. 25. 

In the kingdom of God it often comes to pass 
that the last become first and the first last. In 
the chapter from which these words are taken we 
have an example of it. Kaaman, aforetime a hea- 
then and a stranger, is healed of his leprosy and 
becomes a true worshipper of Jehovah. Gehazi, 
the servant of Elisha, who had enjoyed in such a 
position rare opportunities for acquiring the know- 
ledge of God, goes back into the darkness, becomes, 
like Judas, the slave of covetousness, turns to a 
course of deceit and lying, and receives as a reward 
the leprosy from which Naaman was freed. What 
a downright, palpable lie was that which he spake 
to his master— "Thy servant went no whither." 
For he had just returned with the two talents of 
silver and two changes of raiment which by gross 
falsehood he had obtained from Naaman. But the 
whole transaction profits him little. Deceit can 
hide nothing from God. Before Him the darkness 
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sbineth as the light. And now the prophet un- 
covers the wicked deed, and with well-deserved 
severity pronounces a sore judgment upon him and 
his seed. 

Permit me, my young friend, very earnestly to 
enforce the lesson that arises from the story. It 
is quite possible that to yourself it may not be 
needed. You may from your earliest youth have 
shrunk from anything approaching a lie. Thank God 
if this be the case. But it is well even for you to 
be strengthened in your purpose always to be truth- 
ful. And there may be other readers by whom the 
caution is still more needed than by yourself. 

Four points I will just name which I should like 
you to bear in mind. 

All v/niTuthfidriess is the direct work of the Wicked 
One. " When he speaketh a lie he speaketh of his 
own, for he is a liar, and the father of it " (John viii. 
44). Peter said to Ananias, "Why hath Satan 
filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ? " All 
lying is from beneath. It is the child of hell, and 
to hell it leads. 

It is a deadly vyror^g againU the one who utters it. 
To speak falsely brings a stain and a blot upon the 
character. It leaves a mark which is not easily 
erased. There are lads walking about our play- 
grounds of whom the heart of the master says — " I 
cannot trust a word that lad speaks." Moreover, 
sooner or later it brings a burden on the conscience. 
To cherish any habit of the kind is to do yourself 
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harm in every way. Nothing can compensate you 
for it . Better far lose a thousand pounds than tell 
a lie. 

It is a grievous injury to those ahovt y&w. Your 
example leads others into the same evil courses. 
If you deceive others, they will strive to deceive 
yoiL Moreover, Christians should rememher that 
we are " members one of another," heuce we ought 
to speak only what is true. The eye ought not to 
lie against the ear, nor the hand against the foot. 
When in any way you deceive, another, you utterly 
break the law of love. 

It is a grievous dishonour to God Himself, He 
is "the God of Truth." We read of Christ that 
" guile was not found in His lips." All through 
those three - and - thirty years never did the least 
shadow of falsehood mar His holy and beautiful 
life. To act otherwise is to throw contempt upon 
Him, and to put a stumbling-block in the way 
of His kingdom. 

But I trust you are at one with me in this 
matter. You wish to follow in Christ's footsteps. 
You wish to avoid every breach of the law of 
truth. ■ To help you I will name a few special 
cautions that may assist you in keeping from every 
phase of this sin. For through the craft of the 
enemy this sin assumes various shapes. Most 
persons see the evil of a positive, downright lie. But 
there is a lie that looks like truth, a word that is true 
in the letter but false in the spirit, something that 
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pleads necessity or custom, or ia some way hides its 
baseness behind a fair face. This needs unravelling. 

Take heed of a dovible use of words, A word may 
mean one thing to you and another to the hearer. 
You may change the meaning of a sentence by the 
very tone of your voice, or your manner in uttering 
it. Some one may say something in a joke, and 
you may repeat it as if spoken seriously. You 
may leave out a word that modifies it, or add a 
word that exaggerates its force. 

Take heed of silent lies. Your silence may. deceive 
at times as much as anything you could say. 
Have you known or done anything amiss, and keep 
silence as though you knew it not? Have you 
told all the truth about something you wish to 
sell ? I remember a five-pound note being refused 
by a man who would not keep silence in reference 
to the faults of a horse which his neighbour wished 
to sell. 

Take heed of acted lies. You may act so as to 
deceive. You may look innocent and turn the 
other way as if you knew nothing of something 
that took place under your eyes. You may conceal 
books which ought not to be in your possession. 
In lessons, in school-chapel, in a thousand matters 
deceit is practised though no false word be uttered. 

Take heed of lies to cover a fault, or maintain 
your own opinion. I know few more frequent 
causes for untruthfulness than these. An accident 
has occurred, or you come in a quarter of an hour 
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late, and then try to put it off on some one else. 
Or perhaps you want to make good something you 
have said, and so you just east in a spice of untruth 
to make the story fit, or to prevent acknowledging 
a mistake you have made. 

In all these things be quite honest with yourself 
and with God. Whatever conscience may bring 
back to you, hear its voice. Do not hide the 
wound by self-flattery or vain excuses. Lay bare 
every secret before the God of truth. Ask for full 
cleansing and forgiveness through Christ's blood. 
Then ask that through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
you may abhor deceit in whatever shape it may tempt 
you. There is no more blessed heritage you can 
crave than this, that Christ should regard you with 
His approval, and say of you ad once He said of 
Kathanael, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile." 

" Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, 
I myself would truthful be ; 
And with wisdom, pure and clear, 
Let Thy life in mine appear." 
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XIX. 

THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER. 

** Wftit on thy God contintiaUy."— ITot, xii. 6. 

" They that wait upon the Lord ^hall renew their strength ; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not be 
weary ; and they shall walk and not faint." — Isa. xl. 31, 

None can tell the privilege of prayer if only it 
be real and true. Prayer is the great feeder and 
sustainer of the Divine life. Prayer fans the flame 
of grace, and makes it burn brighter and brighter. 
Prayer counterplots the devil, and confounds all 
his devices. Prayer gives force and power to every 
eflbrt for the good of others. Therefore pray. Pray 
in sincerity. Pray frequently. Never, never grow 
weary of prayer. 

Do you remember when Hagar cast her son 
down under the shrubs on the way to Egypt? 
He had no water, and it seemed that he must die. 
But what is told us afterwards ? " God heard the 
voice of the lad ; " and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven and said unto her, " What 
aileth thee, Hagar ? Fear not : God hath heard the 
voice of the lad where lie is " (Gen. xxL 1 7). 

19tb Sunday.] 
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I am not sure whether it is meant that Ishmael 
prayed, or that God heard the cry of his distress 
and need. In either case it is a great encourage- 
ment to a lad to .pray ; for if it were but the cry 
of his distress that God heard, how much more will 
He hear and regard the earnest cry of faith and 
prayer! And God heard him "where he was" 
under the shrub. And God will hear you wher- 
ever you pray. It may be in the school-chapel 
or the dormitory, or during a stroll in the play- 
ground, or during a walk along the road ; but wher- 
ever you pray in your heart, if it be. but a word, 
but a sigh toward heaven, an upward look, there 
is an eye to notice it, and an ear to receive it. 

Perhaps you ask — How shall I pray ? Make a 
conscience of your prayers. Eemember that the 
words, " Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God," are 
as plain a command as " Thou shalt do no murder." 
Prayer and praise are the bounden duty of man 
towards the Creator who formed him capable of 
worship. Do not slight this duty. Do not permit 
the society of the careless to hinder your perform- 
ance of it. Do not neglect prayer, or hurry over 
it, or be content with a few words in bed. Look 
upon a day without prayer as a positive sin, a 
robbery of your own soul, an injury to those' 
connected with you, and a dishonour to God 
Himself. 

Make a reality of your prayers. Think over 
them beforehand. Shut the door of your chamber 
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against your dearest friend, and the door of your 
heart against all intruding thoughts. Beware of 
lip prayers, for God searcheth the heart. Beware 
of mere formal, unfelt prayers, for " God is a Spirit, 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in 
Spirit and in truth." Speak to God as to a kind 
Father or a loving Friend. Be particular in asking 
what you really need and desire. Ask for things 
that you really wish for to add to your daily happi- 
ness, as well as for spiritual blessings. Confess, one 
by one, the sins of which conscience accuses you. 
Name before God your parents, your brothers or 
sisters, and ask a blessing for each. Think of the 
daily mercies you receive, and heartily thank God 
for them. Be very real in every prayer you offer. 
Whether it be short or long, only let it be the 
genuine expression of your desires, and it will not 
be lost. 

Make a pleasure of your prayers. There are 
many who know that prayer is a 'duty, but there 
they stop. They do not take any delight in prayer. 
It is a dull routine they try to get through, and are 
glad when it is over. But try to rise far above this. 
Do not say to yourself, " I must pray," but rather say, 
" Thank God, I am allowed to pray." 

If a rich man, and one worthy of your highest 
regard, one who could counsel you in diflSculty, 
and whose society was always pleasant and profit- 
able — if such a man were to ask you to his house 
whenever you liked, and then you found he was 
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always ready to give you a little pocket-money, or 
perhaps an interesting book, or some other token of 
his aflFection, you would scarcely say, " I must go 
and call on Mr. So-and-So," but when you could 
you would go with all your heart. 

Now think of your Father in heaven. Oh, if 
only you knew Him ! If only you knew one half 
of His kind thoughts toward you, and His willing- 
ness to help you ! Why, if you did, twenty times 
a day you would rejoice to come to Him, if it were 
but for a moment's prayer. You would find a real 
pleasure in every season for prayer. Do you wish 
to experience this? I will give you one or two 
further hints. 

Consider this : God delights m the true-hearted 
prayers of His children. He delights to listen to 
them, and then to give them in His infinite 
wisdom a large and rich answer to their petitions. 
Now, if God delights to hearken and to give, should 
not you delight to ask and receive ? If He is so 
bountiful that it is a pleasure to Him to open 
His hand wide in giving, surely it should- be a 
joy to you to go and tell Him your wants and 
necessities. 

Give God credit for His tender FatJierliness, Re- 
member His heart of love towards those who seek 
Him. Remember, too, the channel through which 
your prayers arise to heaven. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is ever pleading at the Father's right hand, 
and He gives you His name as the ground of your 
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confidence. His name is an all-sufficient plea, and 
you can never use it in vain before God. 

Eemember, too, that the Holy Spirit is ever ready 
to assist you in prayer. He will prompt and suggest 
that for which you should pray. When you feel 
dead and cold in prayer, He is ready to come and 
quicken your heart that you may desire spiritual 
things, and realise that the Father is nigh to hear 
you. 

Think, too, of the great promise given at the head 
of this chapter to those who wait on God. Whilst 
even the young and the strong who depend on 
their own strength or resolution will utterly fall, if 
you depend on God you will renew your strength* 
Upward, higher and higher, you shall mount in faith 
and hope. Onward in the heavenly race you shall 
run with patience and perseverance. You shall 
neither faint nor grow weary till you reach the 
City of the Living God. Oh, that you would pray, 
and pray perpetually ! 

" Whatever the care that breaks thy rest, 
Whatever the wish that swells thy breast, 
Spread before God that wish, that care, 
And change anxiety to prayer." 
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XX. 

yOY IN CHRISrS ASCENSION. 

''And they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy, and were continually in the Temple, praising and blessing 
God"— Luke xxiv. 52, 53. 

What a marvellous contrast between the two part- 
ings of Christ from His disciples ! 

At the first He was lifted up on a cross of shame, 
condemned as a malefactor, mocked and scorned 
both by Jew and Gentile. 

At the second He was lifted up indeed, but by 
Divine power to the right hand of the Father, exalted 
far above all principality and power. 

At 'the first the parting was by His death, when, 
after He had commended His spirit into the Father's 
hands, He was laid in Joseph's new tomb, there to 
await the hour of His resurrection. 

At the second He ascended that He might live 
evermore the Divine Head of His Church, to exert 
His Almighty power for her eternal salvation. 

At the first parting all was sadness, and grief, 
and bitterness of heart. Never a darker day in 
the history of the Church than that which followed 
Christ's crucifixion. 

20th Sunday.] 
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At the second all was joy, gratitude, praise, 
hope. Not a sigh or sorrow marked the separation. 
Whether in the Temple with their fellows, or alone, 
each heart thrills with a new and lasting joy. 

Follow the disciples that day to Bethany. The 
Master is with them. And now, after a renewed 
promise of the Comforter, He lifts up His hands 
upon them and leaves with them a parting blessing. 
Often had He pronounced words of blessing, but 
never a richer or fuller blessing than He left with 
them that day. And whilst He blesses He is taken 
up from them and carried up into heaven. With 
longing, wistful gaze, they turn their eyes upward to 
catch but another sight of their ascending Lord. 
But He is gone. Then angels recall them to the 
work that lies before them. Let them not look up 
toward heaven in the hope of one more glimpse of 
Him they love. He shall return, but not now. 
Not till the work of His Church is done, not till 
His Gospel has been preached for a witness every- 
where, shall He come again. So they leave Bethany 
and return to Jerusalem. Daily songs of heartfelt 
praise, daily manifestations of the joy that filled 
their souls, mingled with the continual prayers 
which they offered together for the fulfilment of 
the great promise of the descent of the Comforter. 

And why should not you also rejoice in the 
remembrance of Christ's ascension? If you have 
cast in your lot with Christ, if you trust in His 
death as the ransom for your sin, and look to Him 
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to save and keep ybu from its power, then rejoice 
with these early disciples in the gladness that this 
fact brings to you. 

Eejoice in Him as your Forerunner. As a father 
sometimes goes to a new country first to prepare 
the home and to make everything ready for his 
children, so Christ has gone to take possession of 
the kingdom in your name. 

Eejoice in this. Your home is above. Your 
citizenship is there. Your Representative is there. 
Therefore let your heart be there also. Cherish 
a heavenly mind. The Collect of our Church for 
' Ascension Day suggests a petition we should often 
present before the mercy-seat, "Grant that like 
as we do believe Thy Son, Jesus Christ, to have 
ascended into the heavens, we may thither in heart 
and mind ascend, and with Him continually dwell." 

Eejoice in Christ as your Exalted High Priest, 
He ever pleads for you. Your name is graven upon 
His hand and His heart He knows all your 
temptations, and feels for you in every sorrow 
and trial that comes to you. Therefore look up 
to Him with cheerful hope. See Him before the 
throne whenever you bend the knee. Expect for 
His sake a large answer to each petition. Since 
we have such a merciful and faithful Advocate and 
Intercessor, let us pray with full confidence, and 
never doubt that our feeblest prayers shall be 
graciously and abundantly answered. 

Eejoice in Him as your glorious King. He reigns 
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over all things both in heavTO and earth, and 
though for a season He withhold the tokens of His 
power, yet no less is He ordering all things for the 
good of His Church and the fulfilment of His 
purposes. He sits at the Father's right hand until 
all His enemies be made His footstool 

Only be loyal to His cause. Stand up for Him 
when others speak evil of His name. Catch the 
brave spirit of the Psalmist when he gloried in 
the King of Zion. 

I close with a few lines of Bishop Wordsworth's 
exquisite hymn qa the Ascension. 

" Who is this that comes in glory, with the trump of jubilee ? 
Lord of battles, God of armies, He has gained the victory : 
He who on the cross did suffer, He who from the grave 

arose, 
He has vanquished sin and Satan, He by death hath spoiled 

His foes. 

See Him who is gone before us, heavenly mansions to 

prepare. 
See Him who is ever pleading for us with prevailing 

prayer, 
Sec Him who, with sound of trumpet, and with His angelic 

train, 
Summoning the world to judgment, on tlie clouds will 

come again. 

Lift us up from earth to heaven, give us wings of faith and 

love. 
Gales of holy aspirations wafting us to realms above, 
That, with hearts and minds uplifted, we with Christ our 

Lord may dwell, 
Where He sits enthroned in glory, in His heavenly citadel.'^ 
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THE LOVE OF THE SPIRIT. 

** The love of the Spirit,'*— Born, xv. 30. 

" The love of the Spirit " is here set before us as a 
motive for earnest and sincere prayer. And it may 
well strengthen us in this blessed privilege. For in 
His love He will aid us in our prayers. He will 
remove our hindrances. He will quicken our hearts, 
that our prayers may be real and true. 

" The love of the Spirit ! " Do we not often 
forget this ? We think often, it may be, of the love 
of the Father and of the love of the Son, nor can 
we think too much of either. But let us not forget 
to ponder the love of the Blessed Spirit, the Com- 
forter, the Friend who takes the place of the Lord 
Jesus, the One who has so much to do with the 
peace and salvation of every child of God. 

But how may we see clearly His great love 
toward us ? 

Look at it in this light. Suppose there were one 
for whom you had never cared. You never wished 
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. to have his company. You never desired him to 
visit you in your home. You did many things that 
pained and grieved him, and yet all the while he 
was thinking of you in kindness, and giving proofs 
of his affection. One day he sent you a most 
valuable book, one so full of wise counsel and 
advice that whilst you followed it you could never 
fail to take the best path in life. But more them 
this. Your friend watched your life, and saw 
dangers before you that you could not see, and so 
again and again he sent you a special message or 
direction, and whenever you followed it you found 
you had done right. 

Does not this give us one view of the love of 
the good Spirit of God? It tells us of His love 
even to those who turn away from it. 

For what a book of love and wisdom is that 
which He inspired holy men of God to write ! It 
is He especially who has given us this book. Every 
part of it is from Him, and every part of it is calcu- 
lated to guide and direct us. It gives plain direc- 
tions how to avoid sin. It points out every peril 
that lies in your path. It reveals the way of peace 
and of life everlasting. And what thousands of 
hearts have been upheld and comforted in days of 
sorrow and distress by the promises here given to 
us I Shall we not see in this the love of the Spirit, 
as also in the inward suggestions and warnings, and 
monitions of conscience which He stirs up to lead 
men to a better life ? 

G 
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But still more do we trace the Spirit's love 
in His giving life to dead souls, and thus draw- 
ing them into fellowship with God. Nothing is 
a greater proof of love in a servant of Christ 
than in his going on day by day seeking the 
salvation of another who returns only evil for 
good, and whose spirit and conduct cause him 
nothing but sorrow. And does not the good Spirit 
find in each of us at first the very same thing? 
Does He not find the rebellious will of man utterly 
opposed to the will of God ? Does He not find the 
heart hard, and cold, and^ dead to spiritual things ? 
Yet does that gentle, patient Spirit come nigh, and 
work in men's hearts a consciousness of their sin, 
and of the grace and power of the Lord Jesus. 
What love is there in every gentle drawing of the 
heart, in every cause of unbelief removed, in every 
fresh view of Christ's willingness and faithfulness 
to save ! 

Nor less do we see the love of the Spirit in His 
willingness to take up His abode in the mean 
cottage of the believer's heart. If one of noble 
birth and pure tastes were in kindness to make his 
home with one in whom there was much that pained 
him, only that he might raise and elevate his char- 
acter, we should reckon it the very essence of self- 
sacrificing love. And yet does not the Holy Spirit 
make His temple within the soul where still abides 
much corruption and evil ? What unbelief, forget- 
fulness, murmuring, unthankfulness, waywardness, 
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and backsliding arise from time to time in those who 
have been born of God, and who have learnt that 
in Christ alone is their help and salvation t 

Perhaps most clearly of all may we see the love 
of the Spirit in His shedding abroad in the heart 
the love of the Fatlier and the Son* 

As the Spirit of Love He would have us know 
in all its fulness the love which God has shown 
to us in redemption. He brings home to us the 
Fatherliness of God. He teaches us the lov.e of 
the cross, as seen not only in its purpose, but in 
those last words there spoken by the Son of Man. 
He unveils the love seen in each office of the Lord 
Jesus, and in each gracious promise that He has 
spoken for our comfort. Much more I might add. 
But never shall we know how much we are indebted 
to the love of the Spirit until, perfected in Christ's 
likeness and found without spot and blemish, we 
see that it is His work, and wrought solely for us 
through His great and abiding love. 

Is the Holy Spirit so full of love toward you ? 
Then do not grieve Him or refuse to hear His 
voice. Never a kinder or more faithful guest than 
the Comforter will prove to you if only you give 
heed to Him and follow His guidance. Ask Him 
to come and dwell with you. 

" Gentle, awful, Holy Guest, 
Make Thy temple in each breast ; 
There supreme to reign and rest, 
Comforter Divine.'' 
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And watch, lest by wilful misdoing you quench 
His grace and drive Him from you. Strife, deceit, 
impurity, lightness in holy things, evil tempers He 
abhors, and cannot stay where they are cherished. 
But humility, and faith, and heavenly thoughts, 
and deeds of love are His delight. Therefore 
choose that which pleases Him, and put away that 
which He hates. So will He abide with you an 
ever-increasing power, and His light, and presence, 
and joy shall make perpetual sunshine in your 
soul. 
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XXII. 
CHRISTIAN HOPE. 

" There shall be a root of JesBe, and He that arlseth to rule over 
the Gentilesi on Him shall the Grentiles hope» Now the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope in the power of the Holy Ghost." — JRom, xv. 12, 13 
(Revised Version). 

In the days of. youth hope is like an Alpine 
climber, reaching a higher and a higher ascent, 
ever aiming at still loftier peaks, and scarcely rest- 
ing till the greatest height has been attained. 
Various are the forms which this hope assumes* 
It may be the attainment of that which adds to our 
comfort, or it may be something far nobler, aiming 
at the discovery of some new truth or the carrying 
out some great design for the welfare of our fellow- 
creatures. And though such hope may often sadly 
fail of its object, yet it frequently has a mighty- 
power in quickening the energies of a young man, 
and enabling him to mount far higher than other- 
wise would be possible. 

A true Christian hope has a no less mighty 
force, whilst it cannot fail of a sure and blessed 
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fulfilment. It is described as " an anchor of the soul 
sure and steadfast ; " it is as a helmet to cover the 
head in the day of battle. St. Paul declares that 
we are " saved by hope," and that " hope maketh 
not ashamed." In days of sore trial, when every- 
thing seems to be against us, when the enemies of 
the truth seem to prosper, and the position of 
Christ's true Church and people is very discouraging, 
hope looks forward to a serener future and lifts her 
head above the threatening waves, in the assurance 
that the purposes of Eternal Love shall never be 
made void. 

In the passage at the head of this chapter we 
see Christian hope linked with each person of the 
Blessed Trinity. And it is worth while noticing 
this. In Holy Scripture the doctrine of the Trinity 
is never given to us as a theological problem, but 
as the source and spring of endless joy. It is in 
various aspects a revelation of the love of God. It 
tells how the Father gave the Son, how the Son 
gave Himself, how the Holy Spirit new-creates 
the soul to know and love God. It tells how the 
Father is on a throne of grace to hear prayer, how 
the Son pleads as our great High Priest, how the 
good Spirit helps our infirmities and enables us to 
pray as we ought. 

So in these words of Paul do we see the bright 
and joyful hope which the Christian may cherish 
coming to him through the goodwill and working 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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that we were more grateful for this revelation 
of love coming to us through the Eternal Trinity ! 
that we ever more joyfully offered the adoration 
that is due when we join so frequently in the time- 
honoured words — " Glory be to the Father, and. to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with- 
out end. Amen ! " 

But more particularly look at this threefold view 
of hope. 

The Father is "the God of Hope." It is a 
grace He loves to dispense and to behold amongst 
His children. He is not the God of fear, or of 
gloom, or of darkness. No, He has given His 
glorious Gospel, with all its rich and unchanging 
provisions of grace; He has prepared mansions 
of rest, and such joys as no human heart can 
conceive ; He has made plain His faithfulness and 
the certainty of those good things which He has 
provided; and He has done it to this very end, 
that His children may have strong consolation; and 
may hope evermore in the fulfilment of His gracious 
promises. 

Then likewise, as " the God of Hope," He delights 
to see a hopeful spirit in those who belong to His 
household. What parent would like to see his 
children looking troubled and anxious when he was 
careful in eveiy way to provide for their enjoyment 
and comfort ? And is it not the same with our 
Father above ? Would He have you fearful and 
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depressed, and always afraid of what may happen 
in the future, instead of cherishing the bright and 
joyous spirit which a lively hope engenders in the 
breast ? 

If you would. honour God, wear continually the 
telmet of hope. Even if everything around you 
and within tends to keep you low, still hope against 
hope, and in spite of appearances, yes, and of inward 
doubts, put your trust firmly on the truth of God s 
Word, and be sure that it will be fulfilled in its 
season. For remember the further encouragements 
which He gives to enable you to do this. 

You have the Zorrf Jesus Christ as the unchangiTig 
object of your hope. It is here we see in this pas- 
sage the improvement in the Revised Version. The 
original word is not "trust," but "hope." "On 
Him shall the Gentiles hope." As in i Tim. i i, 
" Christ Jesus, our Hope." You cannot hope in 
yourself, for in yourself you find only evil, and 
weakness, and constant proneness to turn aside. 
But you may hope in Jesus, ior He is Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last. He will save you in 
the future as He has in the past. He begins the 
work in the soul ; He carries it on, and He perfects 
it. You may hope in Him as your Saviour, your 
Shepherd, and your King. He will ^lever fail you 
nor forsake you, but guide you every step of your 
pilgrimage. You may hope in Him, for He comes 
again to give rest, and honour, and glory, and a 
kingdom, and a crown to those who look to Him. 
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Well may you hope in Jesus if your faith has but 
touched the hem of His gannent, and you humbly 
look to Him day by day. 

And still further encouragement is given you 
here. Not only is God the God of hope, not only 
is the Lord Jesus the object of your hope, when in 
yourself you find everything to disquiet you, but 
you have also the Holy Ghost, the efficient dis- 
penser and worker of hope in the souL " Now the 
God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in hope in the power 
of the Holy Ghosts 

Here we have the good Spirit of God implanting 
and nurturing hope within the souL It is He who 
enlightens the heart to discern the grounds of hope. 
He removes the veil and mist of uncertainty and 
error and unbelief. He gives a vividness and reality 
to that which is yet out of our gaze. He points to 
Jesus as the bright and morning star, and tells of 
the "city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God." Thus He makes hope to grow, 
increase, and abound. He drives away our fears, 
and in place of them He gives a heart to sing of 
the land of the blest. 

** Onward, ever onward, journeying o'er the road 
Worn by saints before us, journeying on to God ; 
Leaving all behind us may we hasten on, 
Backward never looking till the prize is won." 
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XXIII. 
MARVELLOUS LOVING-KINDNESS. 

** How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O God ! therefore the 
children of men put their tnust under the shadow of Thy wings." — 
P«. xxxvi. 7. 

Look away to the heavens and you leam the height 
of God's mercy. . Look away to the clouds rolling 
on far over your head and you see how His faith* 
fulness exceeds all your thoughts. Look at the 
glorious mountains and you have a picture of His 
firm and steadfast righteousness. Look at you 
yawning precipice and you may' gain a view of the 
mystery of His judgments. (See vers. 5, 6.) 

But look again and see in God's loving-kindness 
the head and crown of all His attributes. It is this 
which here and elsewhere causes the Psalmist to 
burst forth in adoration and praise : " How excel- 
lent is Thy loving-kindness, God ! " 

It is in the story of redemption we see the loving- 
kindness of our God in its brightest colours. 

" By the light of nature we see God above us. 

" By the light of the law we see God against us. 

" By the light of the Gospel we see God for us." 

28rd Sunday.] 
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Behold the infant Saviour lying in no soft 
cradle, but in a manger in Bethlehem's cave, and 
you see One who came to bring the light of life to 
every child of Adam's race. You see in Him One 
who can take out of life's burdens and griefs their 
bitterest ingredients, and over all remaining ills can 
shed a ray of brightest hope. And what but the 
loving-kindness of our God could give to us One 
who could thus be our everlasting consolation? 

Behold Him in His later days surrounded by 
multitudes of the sick and suffering. See blind 
and dumb, and palsied and lame, flocking around 
Him, while his heart went forth to them in 
tenderest pity; see His healing touch bringing 
sight or hearing, speech, strength, or healing, accord- 
ing to the need of each one. And was there not 
in all this a manifestation of a Father's loving- 
kindness? For Christ was the image of the 
Invisible God, the revealer of the Father, and all 
that He thus did on earth tells us plainly of the 
tender compassion and love of Him who dwells 
above. It shows us how the Father pities and 
cares for every one in pain and affliction and 
distress of any kind. It shows how we may bring 
to His mercy-seat every infirmity that affects the 
body, and every spiritual malady that troubles the 
soul. 

Behold the Lord Jesus again in the day of ♦His 
humiliation and agony. You see One on a cross, 
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despised and rejected, bruised and wounded, deserted 
by friends and mocked by enemies, yea, apparently 
for the moment forsaken both by God and man. 
And what was the ultimate cause of it all, but the 
loving-kindness of our God ? It was tender love 
and nothing else. It was love in the Father to 
give His Son* It was love in Christ to give Him- 
self. In love He bought His bride the Church, 
and for her life He laid down His own. In love 
He paid the whole debt that man owed to the 
justice of God. In love He opened up a new and 
living way to the Father, and by death destroyed 
the power of death and trod down the power of 
man's worst enemy, the devil. 

the loving-kindness that shone forth so brightly 
in every moment of agony, in every word He spoke 
in that dark hour, and in every prayer He breathed 
into the Father's ear ! And no less in the manifold 
fruits of redemption. What unspeakable loving- 
kindness in the free and perfect blotting out of all 
sin, in the gift of the Comforter, in the peace which 
the world giveth not, in the joys of adoption as 
God*s beloved children, and in the imperishable 
mansion and "unfading inheritance! 

But what is your value of this marvellous loving- 
kindness ? Can you say with David, " Thy loving- 
kindness is better than life?" For be assured 
nothing will make up for the loss of it, and nothing 
can* take its place. You may try to satisfy your- 
self with something else. You may be content to 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



MARVELLOUS LOVING-KINDNESS. IC9 

take your fill of what the world can give you. But 
sooner or later it will all fail. What would this 
world be without the sun ? What will your soul 
do without the sunshine of God's love ? At the best 
all else is but as starlight or moonlight ; it never 
brings the warmth and joyous gladness of God's 
loving-kindness. You cannot do without it. This 
alone can cheer and sustain your heart amidst the 
trials of your pilgrimage. This alone can be your 
6tay when every earthly tie is broken. This alone 
can give light to the dying eye, and assure you of 
a home beyond the grave. Therefore fly to the 
shelter of God's covering wings. " taste and see 
that the Lord is good." " Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in Him." 
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XXIV, 

NO WORD OF GOD CAN FAIL. 

« The word of oar Grod shall stand for ever." — Isa, xl. 8. 

I HAVE often thought over an iUusteation of this 
truth taken from Old Testament times. When 
Jericho perished before the children of Israel, 
Joshua declared from the mouth of God a special 
curse on any one who should rebuild the city. He 
declared that he should lay the foundation in his 
first-born, and set up the gates in his youngest son 
(Josh. VL 26). 

For many a year the word of God was feared 
and regarded. For about five centuries no one 
dared to put his hand to rebuild a city which, for 
its abounding wickedness in days past, lay under 
the ban of the Most High. Its massive walls lay 
a heap of ruins. Wild beasts of the forest would 
make the place their abode, and birds of the air 
would there make their nests. But no human foot 
trod the spot where once had been so great and 
populous a city. 

However, it was not always thus. In the days 

24tli Sunday.] 
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of Ahab, wickedness^ idolatry, and Baal-worship 
filled the land. Few reverenced the true God, 
and most men were willing followers of an un- 
godly king. Then rose a man more wicked than 
his fellows. Living at Bethel, the seat of idolatry, 
he scorned the faith of Jehovah and had no . 
fear of His judgmenta So Hiel, for this was 
his name, began his accursed work. Bebuild 
Jericho he will, so he lays its foundation, and 
possibly he made it a great day of rejoicing for 
himself and his friends. But it ended in . a great 
sorrow. The old curse was still living and mighty. 
Just as grains of wheat buried in the mummy-cases 
in Egypt were found to have life in them after the 
lapse of many centuries, so is it with God's Word. 
Hiel found it so. 

The angel of death touched his first-born, Hiram. 
If the comer-stone of the city was laid, that of his 
own family was taken away. But he still perse- 
veres. He may have reckoned it but a chance 
that had happened to him. Or he may have had 
as little love for his children as he had regard 
for God. Any way, the work went forward, the 
city was rebuilt, and the gates set in their place. 
But the old curse still moves on to its complete 
fulfilment. The elder son had died, so now the 
youngest, Segub, dies also. In no particular does 
the word of the Lord fail. By the grave of his two 
sons might this scornful unbeliever learn the sure- 
ness of the threatenings which were uttered by the 
living God. Did this man learn wisdom by the 
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judgments of God? Did the death of his sons 
prove life to his own soul ? We cannot tell. But 
there is a message from Go^ to us from the story. 
May we only have grace to learn it ! 

I want you to notice that the two sons of Hiel 
were cut off as the fruit of unbelief and sin. In 
this case it was the sin of a parent ; and no less is 
it true now that many a child dies through the 
sinful self-indulgence or evil habits of a father or 
mother. But are there not many brought to an 
early grave through their own sin ? Are there not 
secret vices, of which it is difl&cult to speak, which 
plant in many a constitution the seeds of premature 
death ? Are there not evil habits which sap health 
and vigour, and not seldom destroy life itself? 

But the main lesson I want you to learn is the 
stability and sureness of the Word of God. You may 
hear many things which may be apt to shake your 
confidence in this. Theories of science seem now 
and then to clash with it. Very clever objections can 
be raised against certain doctrines of the Gospel. 

Nor is it wise to attempt hastily to answer doubts 
and questions which may be proposed. The solu- 
tion may not be easy, nor may it be found at once. 
But do not in the very least cast aside your faith 
in the truth of God's Word. I have no doubt that 
in Ahab's days the land abounded in clever sceptics. 
Numbers would laugh at the stories which their 
faithful forefathers believed. They would glory in 
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being emancipated from old fetters. They would 
make very light of the curse which Joshua had 
uttered. Nevertheless it came true. It came true 
to the very letter, and at the time^foretold. 

Bear this in mind. It is quite possible darker 
days may lie befor© us. Unbelief and ungodliness 
may spread like a flood, and the plain lessons of 
Divine truth may be trampled under foot. Men 
may deny the sinfulness of man and the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ's death, and the work of the 
Comforter and eternal judgment. 

But God cannot die, and His truth cannot die; 
and the doctrines so plainly declared in the 
Apostles' Creed cannot die, but will live on, to the 
everlasting joy of those who hold them fast, and 
the eternal confusion of those who reject them. 

All will come to pass that God hath spoken. 
The good and the evil, the sweet and the bitter, 
the heavenly consolations and the second death — 
not one thing will fail thereof. 

Which shall be yours ? Which will you choose ? 

I pray you be wise. Honour God's Word. Fear 
its warnings. Trust its promises. Then you shall 
never be ashamed. God will be to you a tower of 
strength, and His presence and love your portion 
for ever. 
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XXV. 
A PRACTICAL QUESTION. 

** Alt not thou also one of His disciples ? " — John xviii. 25. 

The rash zeal of Peter in catting off the ear of 
Malchus was one cause of his terrible falL Had 
he been distrustful of himself and watchful over 
his own spirit, he would have been more likely to 
keep out of danger. But his hasty action in the 
garden and his eagerness to show that his promise 
to Christ was not a mere empty boast brought him 
into prominence, and so no doubt there came ques- 
tion upon question which only opened the way 
for his threefold denial. 

" Art not thou also one-. of His disciples ? He 
denied it, and said, I am not." 

Ah, Peter, how soon thou hast broken thy 
plighted word, and denied thy Lord, who yet loved 
thee through it alL How shamefully hast thou 
dishonoured Him who at that very hour was pre- 
paring to yield up His life for thy salvation ! But 
thy faithful Shepherd would not cast thee off. And 
in later days at least the old promise was better 
kept. Thou didst then prove thy fidelity even unto 

26th Banday.l 
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death. Eestored by His grace, forgiven through 
His free mercy, strengthened by His Spirit, thou 
didst fight the good fight and win a crown bright 
with many a gem. 

" Art not thou dUo one of His disciples i '* But 
let me put the question first in the form in which 
it is given in the Eevised Version. 

"Art tfiou also OTie of Ris disciples V* It is a 
home thrust, an inquiry for eveiy lad who reads 
these pages. Art thou a learner at His feet? 
Hast thou come and enrolled thyself amongst such 
as follow Him ? Is it thy full purpose to f oUow 
TTiTn « whithersoever He goeth ? " 

It was reckoned in olden time an honour to be 
a disciple of one of the wise men of Greece, but 
they passed away, and for the most part their 
doctrine and teaching with them. But to be a 
disciple of the Lord Jesus is to accept the word of 
One whose doctrine shall yet fill the world, and 
shall decide the eternal destiny of aU mankind. 

I trust you are one of His disciples. It may be 
only a beginner. It may be a very weak disciple, 
but still you own Christ as your Master, and you 
wish to be whole-hearted in His service. Then let 
me put before you what your position implies. Let 
me remind you of those points on which you should 
be watchful 

Art mot thou also one of His disciples f Then 
you must be prepared to walk in the footsteps of 
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your Master. *' The disciple is not above his master, 
nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for 
the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant 
as his lord" (Matt. x. 24, 25). 

Tou must he content to tread a lowly path throicgh 
life, if it be OocCs will. It was the path Christ 
chosa He was willingly subject to Joseph and 
Mary at Nazareth for many a long year. During 
most of His life He worked as a carpenter, and was 
utterly unknown to the great world outside the 
village where He dwelt. Be willing also, if the 
path of duty lie there, to tread the valley rather 
than the mountain-top. Be willing to leave to others 
eagerly to seek the heights of man's praise and this 
world's distinction. Do your duty manfully, fill 
your niche well, and then God will send you that 
which is the very best. If He should send honour 
and high position and increasing prosperity, never 
forget that it is His gift and use it to do His work 
the better. If He should appoint otherwise, be 
well content to have it so. The humblest lot in 
fellowship with Christ is far happier than the 
highest if you be a stranger to Him. 

Tou must hear your cross cheerfvXly and bravely 
for His sake. Do not make a cross for yourself by 
your self-will or want of judgment, or lack of cour- 
tesy or consistency. But whatever cross He lays 
upon you, bear it after Him. It may come in the 
shape of hard words and misrepresentation. It may 
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come in days of suffering or sorrow. It may come 
through failure to achieve what you have toiled to 
obtain. It may come in separation from those you 
love. But, whatever it be, let your eye be upon 
Him, and patiently endure it because it is His will, 
and the discipline He has appointed. 

You rmist copy Sis holy and sinless life. Every 
member of Christ suffered in His bitter agonies. 
So by His grace you must crucify the sins that 
pertain to each member. Was He scourged with 
cruel stripes? Then flee from softness and self- 
indulgence to the flesh. Was His brow pierced 
with thorns ? Then flee from all pride of intellect, 
and from all vanity of good looks. Was His tongue 
parched with thirst ? Then beware lest your tongue 
utter words of folly and sin, or anything which He 
would disapprove. Were His hands nailed to the 
cross? Then keep your hands from writing or 
doing anything amiss. And let every member be 
employed in His service and for His glory. 

Tou must cultivate unity of spirit with all who 
belong to Him. There ought to be no jealousy or 
envy, no coldness or distance, no ill judgings and 
unkind suspicions amongst His disciples. He would 
have them all one in heart and mind. He would 
have them forbearing and forgiving toward each 
other. He would have them bound together firmly 
with the cord of holy charity, and ready to help 
each to the utmost of their power. 
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" Art thou also one of His disciples / " Then you. 
shall share His glory and His kingdom. Nothing 
shall be too great or too good for one who has 
been thoroughly loyal to His cause. 

Earthly monarchs and generals love to display 
their generous appreciation of deeds of distinguished 
valour, especially when performed in the presence 
of rebels or half-hearted adherents. But in this 
none shall equal our great Captain. Beyond all 
our hopes, beyond all that it is possible for us now 
to conceive, will be the bright reward of those who 
have truly served Him. 

" They that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever" 
(Dan. xii. 3). 
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XXVI. 
THE BRAVEST HERO. 

** He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty ; and he that 
mleth his spirit than he that taketh a city." — Prov, xvi. 32. 

This is scarcely the verdict which the world would 
give ; for there are honours, and rewards, and titles 
always ready to be showered upon those who are 
successful in military feats. They take their place 
at once amongst the great ones of the land, and are 
praised and flattered wherever they go. 

But the One who always judgeth right, and can 
see beneath the surface, adjudgeth the prize to a 
conqueror in another sphere. For He knows that 
the battle with self is a far harder one than that 
with any external foe. And he who comes off a 
victor in that strife shall win the brightest crown. 

Let us look at the enemy with which we have to 
contend, and then at the means by which we may 
tread him under our feet 

The foe we have to fight is an unruly spirit and 
temper. And. it is no trifting one. Take a striking 
passage which presents a great contrast to the words 
above : " He that hath no rule over his own spirit 
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is like a city that is broken down and without waUs '* 
(Prov. XXV. 28). 

Imagine such a city, and enemies round about on 
every side. Soldiers and horsemen may ravage the 
fields, destroy the flocks, cut down the trees, carry 
off the spoH, and kill and slay at their pleasure 
these within the city. 

Such is the soul of man where there is no control 
over the spirit, and where ill-tempers are permitted 
to break forth as they will 

In a dozen quarters temptation may assault you, 
and you cannot withstand it. Then with these evil 
tempers there comes the loss of all peace, a con- 
stant failure in any attempt to rise to a better life, 
a conscience never at rest ; and, beyond all this, an 
uncontrolled temper opens the door to the most 
violent language, sometimes to oaths and cursing, 
and even to cruelty and murder. In numberless 
eases it has blighted all the fair prospects of a useful 
and happy life, and has done a vast amount of harm 
to those around. It may be but a spark has fallen on 
another heart, and this, too, has kindled into a flame, 
and none can trace how far the injury spreads. 

On this point I will quote the words of the present 
Bishop of London in a sermon preached in Eugby 
School Chapel : — 

" Of all things that are to be met with here 
on earth there is nothing which can give such 
continual, such cutting, such useless pain as an 
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undisciplined temper. The touchy and sensitive 
temper which takes offence at a word ; the irritable 
temper which finds offence in everything, whether 
intended or not ; the violent temper which breaks 
through all bounds of reason when once roused ; 
the jealous or sullen temper which wears a cloud on 
the face all day and never utters a word of com- 
plaint ; the discontented temper always brooding 
over its own wrongs ; the severe temper which 
always looks at the worst side of whatever is done ; 
the wilful temper which overrides all scruple to 
gratify a whim. What an amount of pain have 
these caused in the hearts of men if we could but 
sum up their results ! How many a soul have 
they stirred to evil impulses ; how many a prayer 
have they stifled ; how many an emotion of true 
affection have they turned to bitterness ! How 
hard they sometimes make all duties ! ^ How 
painful they make all daily life ! How they 
kill the warmest and sweetest of domestic chari- 
ties I The accumulated pain caused by ill temper 
must, I verily believe, if added together, outweigh 
all other pains that men have to bear from one 
another." 

It is a true witness. We cannot calculate the. 
injury wrought by this sin to ourselves or to others. 
It becomes a stumbling-block to every one who 
dwells under the same roof. In five minutes it 
breaks down the work wrought by days of prayer 
and effort. Above all, it brings great dishonour on 
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the Saviour's name, and grieves the Holy Spirit of 
God. 

Blessed is the lad who knows how to keep down 
the rising temper, and to manifest in place of it the 
meek and gentle spirit of Christ. 

But how shall you guard against this foe ? How 
shall you, day by day, manifest something of the 
self-restraint, something of the gentleness, of the 
Lord Jesus ? 

Let the peace of God bear sway within the citadel. 
This is one of the great essentials. You want a 
quiet, happy spirit within. You want God's own 
peace to rule in your conscience, and over the whole 
territory of the inner man. If you know this peace 
which is found only in Christ, if you know the 
comfort of perfect reconciliation with God through 
His blood, if you abide in the peace of His presence 
and safe-keeping, you will have a power and a 
strength to resist an outburst of hasty feeling that 
you never can have otherwise. 

The peacetaker will ever be the peacemaker. The 
one who by faith accepts the peace which Jesus 
gives, will in the main be prepared, by word and 
deed, to bring peace wherever he goes. 

Beware of hasty Jvdginenis on men's character and 
actions. Kemember how much may be behind that 
you do not know. Hear the other side before you 
are so confident that a great wrong has been com- 
mitted against yourself or some one you love. 
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Beware ofprovd^ high thoughts of your own vnsdom, 
of what is due to you from others, of your own 
superiority in any respect over those connected with 
you. If we only remembered our failings and our 
frailties, if we only were more wont to sit down in 
a lower room, and to think of the mistakes we have 
made and the weakness we have exhibited, and the 
little we know compared to what we do not know, 
we should often be far less tempted to speak or act 
in a fit of passion or anger. 

Then never forget that the greatest help to a 
calm, equable spirit is to recognise the nearness of the 
Lord Jesus, If some one whom you greatly respected, 
or one under whose authority you were placed, were 
in the room with you, you would hesitate before you 
manifested the rising temper, or permitted it to get 
the better of you. that you would recognise the 
fact that Christ is always in the room, that He marks 
the angry scowl, and the fierce or passionate word 
which you are ready to speak ! Look to Him, my 
young friend, to give you the victory. Live before 
Him, live in Him, and then you will in this and 
every other respect become like Him. 

" Hold Thou me up and I shall be safa" " Keep 
me as the apple of Thine eye." 
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XXVII. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING. 

"Give heed to reading." — i Tim, iv, 13 (Revised Version). 

"Give heed to reading." For it is one of the 
greatest talents committed to you. It may be to 
you a mighty power for the development of moral 
and intellectual gifts. It may open to you fields 
of untold worth, and put you in possession of in- 
formation touching every branch of science, every 
region of the world, and every age of past history. 
It may make you tenfold more useful in any pro- 
fession, because your reading has taken a wide 
range, and there are few matters of importance on 
which you are ignorant. Do not throw away 
these great opportunities. Do not lose the vantage 
ground which youth gives you. 

Give heed that you do read. If you had in your 
possession a field where the soil was very rich, 
and where you might look for a large increase in 
whatever you sowed, it would be a thousand pities 
to leave it uncultivated, and so let it be covered 
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with weeds and thistles. Let not your field be 
neglected. , Let not sloth and idleness win the 
day. In holiday time get hold of some book worth 
reading, and so, whilst the memory is retentive and 
the mind is fresh, take in knowledge that will be of 
more value than any amount of wealtL If you 
can only get an hour, or even half an hour a day 
for good solid reading, it is not to be despised. It 
will soon tell if you stick to it. And what you 
read carefully may not itself be the whole advantage 
you may gain, for it will be sure to suggest other 
trains of thought which may be worth to you even 
more than that which suggested them. 

Give heed how you read. For much depends upon 
this. You may let your eye wander over the page 
of a book as a sort of duty or penance, as many do 
with their daily portion of the Scriptures. You 
may thu9 skim the surface, but find nothing of the 
profit you might derive from it, for you retain little 
or nothing of what you read. But avoid this mis- 
take. Give mind and thought to it. And read 
also with discrimination. Separate the wheat from 
the chaflF. Use your judgment as to the moral 
tendency of anything that is put into your hand. 
In the magazine literature of the day remember how 
much there is of downright Atheism and not a 
little Communism as well. To read this without the 
greatest care is perilous in the extreme. 

And beside this, there lies a whole region of 
literature which is debasing and polluting beyond 
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all expression. Did you ever hear the dream of 
Gutenberg in the cloister of Argobasta ? He was 
just about to put forward hia invention of the 
printing press, and it seemed to him as if an angel 
came and spoke to him. 

"John Gutenberg, thou hast made thy name 
immortal, but at what a cost ! Think well what 
thou art doing I The ungodly are many more 
than the good. Thy work will but multiply their 
blasphemies and lies. Thou hast uncovered the 
bottomless pit. A swarm of seducing spirits shall 
henceforth come out like the brood of Abaddon and 
turn earth into hell. Oh think of millions of souls 
corrupted by thy achievement. See the poison of 
fiends distilled into the souls of boys and girls, 
making them old in the experience of sin ! See 
that mother weeping over her depraved son, and that 
grey-haired father hiding his face from his daughter's 
shame. Destroy thy press, for it shall be the pander 
of blasphemy and lust. Destroy it, and forget it ! 
Forbear, by multiplying the resources of the wicked, 
to make thyself through all ages the partaker of 
their crimes." 

Gutenberg was nearly persuaded to destroy his 
invention, but he believed that God's gifts, though 
perilous, are never bad, and that the press might 
be a help in disseminating God's truth. So he went 
on, and printed the Bible as the first book that 
issued from his press. 

We are all aware that the dream has had a very 
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sorrowful fulfilment. Amidst the vast amount of 
printed matter sent forth daily it is to be feared 
that the evil sadly exceeds the good. None can 
tell bow the minds of multitudes are corrupted by 
the publications that they peruse. Therefore, my 
young brother, be careful. 

Give heed as to what you read. If you knew 
that on the table there were poisoned dishes, as 
well as food that was wholesome and nourishing, 
you would be on your guard, and touch nothing 
about which you were doubtfuL Exercise alike 
wise forethought as to the books and papers you 
take up and peruse. 

It is true that '* as a man thinketh in his heart 
so is he." But it is no less true that as a man 
readeth, so very much will he think. Mind, 
memory, conscience, imagination, will, aflfection, all 
will be influenced by that which you read. 

The eye of a Christian lad ought not to be 
polluted by that which he would be ashamed to 
show his mother. The three-volume novel, with 
its picturing the worst passions of the soul, as too 
often is the case, ought not to be devoured as if it 
would leave no bad impress behind. I quite know 
we all need recreation, but it is not genuine recrea- 
tion to spend hour after hour over that which is 
trashy, nonsensical, and worse, and will only unfit 
you for anything higher and better. 

Think over what I have said. Most fervently 
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does the writer wish that in early life time wasted 
in profitless reading had only been redeemed for 
that which would have been helpful in days to 
come. "No more frequent regret has he cherished 
than this. May you avoid the same mistake and 
follow the inspired precept — " Give heed to reading.*' 

In connection with this subject one further hint 
may be given to those who are anxious to work m 
Christ's vineyard, and to do good in the Church and 
in the world. Nev&r forget the far^eaching infiucfnce 
of Christian literature. Be a diligent worker in this 
direction. Carefully select books suited for various 
classes. Know the book, small or great, that will 
fill a special niche for the thoughtless one, for the 
inquirer, for one who is about to be confirmed, for 
one who is ill or who has lost a friend. 

On a journey take a few sound and attractive 
booklets that you may be able to distribute wisely 
and with prayer. Take an interest in the support 
of such societies as the Eeligious Tract Society, the 
Church of England Book Society, and kindred asso- 
ciations. Perhaps in no other way may you be 
more likely to do real and abiding good. 
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XXVIII. 
LIGHT IN DARK HOURS. 

*^ But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God." — 
I Sam, XXX. 6. 

It was one of the very darkest moments in David's 
chequered life. North, south, east, and west, wher- 
ever he looked, black clouds covered the sky. At 
the moment to which these words refer he had not 
one single ray of earthly comfort to cheer him. He 
was an exile from his own land for fear of Saul ; 
he comes back to his home at Ziklag to find it 
' burnt with fire. The Amalekites have invaded the 
land, and have taken captive his wives, his sons 
and daughters, and have spoiled him of all he 
possessed. His men also had suffered no less ; so 
" David and the people lift up their voice and wept 
until they had no more power to weep." 

But the prospect grows darker stilL More trouble 
comes on apace. David's own followers turn against 
him. Though their captain and their best friend, 
though no fault of his had caused their loss, yet 
they look upon him as an enemy and speak of 

I 
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stoning him. Then shines out like a bright lamp 
the faith of this man of God. No comfort, no 
beam of hope, no friendly voice, no bit of sunshine 
or blue sky anywhere around ; but faith pierces the 
darkness and sees light beyond. He flies to God, 
and hides in Him. He bethinks him that he has 
in Jehovah a castle, a high tower, a dwelling-place, 
and to this he straightway turns. " David encour- 
aged himself in the Lord his God." He thought of 
marvellous deliverances from the spear of Saul ; he 
thought of the faithful care and mighty help that 
had never yet failed him. He knew that God' was 
his own God, who had made him great and sure 
promises. So in the hour, of greatest distress he 
trusted and was not afraid. 

And God honoured him for his brave and con* 
stant faith. We hear no more of his men stoning 
him. He traced the path of the enemy, and came 
upon them unawares, and recovered all. Nothing 
was lacking, and moreover he took great spoil. He 
found that " man's extremity is God's opportunity." 
His faith in God was strengthened, and he could 
go on his way rejoicing. 

I take this subject because I know that it has a 
lesson for schoolboys. From my recollections of 
olden times, I know there are hours in school life 
when everything looks dark and cheerless. Some- 
times a lad finds life a burden, from petty perse- 
cutions which he cannot escape. There may be 
some natural infirmity or peculiarity about him. 
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His appearance, or speech, or manner has something 
about it that causes remark. Or envy at his success 
makes him enemies, or his carefulness to avoid evil 
is a silent reproach to his schoolfellows. Something 
or other feathers the shaft, and he meets with per- 
petual annoyance. It is nothing very great as seen 
by an outsider, but it is very real and trying to the 
lad himself. 

Like flies, gnats, or mosquitoes, which you can- 
not drive away, there come little irritations, vexa- 
tions, and annoyances, rubs and cuttings, speeches 
and misrepresentations of what you say — why, a 
great, heavy sorrow would be nothing compared to 
these daily provocations which he must bear, and 
for which there is no help. 

Or a lad's trial may take another shape. He 
may fail in his studies with the very best desires, 
and after his most persistent efforts ; so he may lose 
the position or the prize which he has set his heart 
on obtaining. He may seem neglected by the tutor, 
and imagine that cleverer lads get more care and 
attention than himself. Or his own home may be 
the cause of his sorrow. There may come a great 
blow. He may lose a beloved parent to whom he 
owes everything, or a favourite sister ; or there may 
be a secret trial in the family that weighs down his 
spirit, though he cannot speak of it to any ona 

I know not what your trial may be, my young 
friend, but is there not something at times that 
sadly mars your peace ? Any way make David's 
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resource your own. Fly to God for help and com- 
fort Many a lad repines and murmurs, and Jlies 
from Qod ; but do you fly to Him. However sin- 
ful and unworthy, do not try to hide from God, but 
by faith in Christ make Him your shelter and 
hiding-place. Like David, you must know God as 
your own God. And you can only do this by 
trusting in the Saviour's name, and in His all- 
sufficient mediation. Then you will be near and 
dear to Him as the apple of His eye, 

Encourage yourself in God. Whatever you lose, 
whatever you lack, He will supply all you need. 
All things in earth and heaven are His, and if you 
trust in Him no good thing will He withhold. 

Encourage yourself in God. Though beset with 
foes and fears, though disappointed and downcast, 
though standing alone like a pillar in the desert, 
yet hope thou in God. He is the Father of the 
fatherless, and the Friend of the friendless, and 
lifteth up those that are bowed down. "If God 
be for us, who," or what, " can be against us ? " 

Encourage yourself in God. Though it be mid- 
night with your soul, though neither moon nor stars 
appear, yet all things come to him who waits on 
God. He can turn the valley of Achor into a door 
of hope, and ^ve thee thence vineyards of joy. 
Never was Joseph so near the throne as when in 
the dungeon. Therefore cast anchor in the dark, 
and hope to the end. " I shall yet praise Him who 
is the health of my countenance, and my God," 
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XXIX. 

NO NEUTRALITY. 

** He that is not with Me is against Me : and he that gathereth 
not with Me scattereth abroad." — MaU, xii 30. 

I KNOW no lesson in the Christian life more impor- 
tant than this. You must be one thing or another. 
You must not attempt to serve t^o masters, or to 
imagine that you can stand aloof from either. You 
cannot do it. Listen to the words of the Son of 
Man. It is one of those sharp, cutting, separating 
words that levels to the ground all idea of escaping 
the battle and yet winning the crown. It teaches 
us that it is a delusion for a man to imagine he can 
be a Christian and yet let no one know it Like 
so many other of our Lord's sayings, it takes the 
dividing-line and parts men hither and thither, as 
tares or wheat, as sheep or goats, as belonging to 
the army of the great King, or fighting under the 
banner of His enemy. 

I have often used the words of Gustavus Adol- 
phus. King of Sweden, on this matter, and will 
repeat them here. He was sorely tried by the 
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lukewarmness of the Protestant princes whose cause 
he had espoused. To the ambassador of one he 
said : " This I say unto you plainly beforehand, I 
will hear and know nothing of neutrality. His 
Highness must be friend or foe. When I come to 
his borders he must declare himself hot or cold. 
The battle is between God and the devil. Will his 
Highness hold with God ? Let him stand on my 
side. Will he prefer to hold with the devil ? Then 
he must fight against me. A third position will 
not be granted to him.*' 

Is not the word of Christ the precise parallel to 
this — "He that is not with Me is against Me: 
and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth 
abroad " ? 

But how may you be " with Christ " ? 

First of all, come to Him as a scholar thirsting 
for knowledge would come to an eminent teacher who 
has a marvellous power of imparting it. He hath 
said, " Learn of Me,*' and if you would be one of 
His, come to Him in heart and mind asking Him 
to inspire you with a love of His truth. Let Him 
be the Prophet to whom you will hearken. Let 
His words of life sink deep into your heart. Let 
one utterance from His lips weigh more with you 
than ten thousand lessons from any human teacher. 

Whatever be the school to which you belong, 
never forget to frequent His school day by day. 
He will not turn you away because you are a dull 
scholar. He will breathe upon you His Divine 
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Spirit. He will enb'ghten you with true wisdom. 
He will instruct you and teach you both in the 
knowledge of God and of your duty towards Him 
and towards man. 

But to be " with Christ " implies more than this. 
You must be with Him as a needy sinner with a 
merciful and loviTig Saviow. You have many sins, 
and He has a fountain of mercy in which to wash 
them all away. You have an evil nature, but He 
lias grace to make you holy and pure like Himself. 
You have enemies, and temptations are around you, 
but He has power to protect and guard you. And 
He calls you to come to Him. He waits to receive 
and bless and save you. Therefore come to Him 
if you have never come before. Come to Him and 
trust His faithful promise, " Him that cometh unto 
Me I will in no wise cast out." Come to Him iu 
prayer, and leave all that troubles you in His hand. 
Come to Him, and abide with Him evermore. 

** Just as I am, Thy love unknown 
Hath broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
Lamb of God, I come." 

But go a step farther. You must be "with 
Christ " a« a true and valiant soldier with a trusty 
and victorious gmeral. This is your calling. You 
are pledged to fight manfully under the banner 
of His cross, and to " continue His faithful soldier 
and servant to your life's end." This implies a 
great deal. It means very much self-discipline. 
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It means a readiness to be a Christian when others 
throw off the service of Christ A striking incident 
has been lately told of the late Sir Eobert Peel, who 
ordered his carriage and left the room where he 
thought others had spoken words against Christianity. 
I am *' still a Christian " was his witness for Christ 
And though it would seem likely that he spoke 
under a misapprehension of what was passing, yet 
it was no less a noble proof of his loyalty to his 
Captain. 

It is to this point the words of Christ apply. 
** He that is not with Me is against Me." You are 
fighting on one side or the other. Ton are striving 
to stem the current of vice and ungodliness, or you 
are adding to its force. You are most certainly 
taking your part in the struggle. For the battle is 
raging along the whole line. There is not a country 
or a city, a home or a heart, where Christ and the 
devil are not contending for the mastery. Therefore 
there is no room for neutrals. Moreover, to such a 
One as Christ indifference is the most terrible form 
of opposition. After the love and grace He mani- 
fested in His redeeming work, to pass Christ by 
on the other side is deadly sin. It is ingratitude 
heightened by contempt. 

Therefore, whatever you are, be at least decided 
about it. Let there be no halting or wavering. Let 
no lurking unbelief or sloth keep you back from 
the ranks of Christ's army. Be a warrior in word 
and deed for the kingdom of truth and righteous- 
ness. 
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XXX. 

GOD FIRST, 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto you.*' — Matt, vi 33. 

In these words we have the secret of a truly 
successful life. They were given by our Lord as 
an antidote for care and anxiety. He was sur- 
rounded by those who had but an uncertain and 
precarious livelihood. Most of them were fishermen, 
and, consequently, from day to day were dependent 
upon the catch they might have. So naturally 
they would be anxious about food and raiment and 
other needful things. But our Lord teaches them 
to look at the lilies and the fowls of the air, and 
to trust in a Father who knoweth all their need. 

Then He gives the one right aim. He tells them 
how best they may ensure the supply of their daily 
wants, and freedom from the burden of care. It seems 
to the eye of sense a very circuitous path and a 
very doubtful one, but to the eye of faith it is seen 
to be the right and safe one. Our Lord would 
mean something of this kind : Make it your chief 
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business to secure tlie kingdom of God and the right- 
eousness in which you can stand "before Him. Lay 
wp treasures in Heaven. Seek in constant prayer 
His favour and blessing, and go forth into the world 
to hoTWur Him, to extend His empire over the souls 
of men. Thus living for truth and godliness^ leave 
the rest in your Father's hand. He will not forget 
you. He unll not leave you short of anything that 
is truly needftd or desirable. He will give you first 
a place in His favour, and in His kingdom, and the 
righteousness that wiU fit you for it. But He will 
give you more. These things shall be added unto 
you. If He give the best He wUl not withhold lesser 
things. He wUl give you food and raiment and ail 
that He sees you to require. No good thing vMl He 
withhold from them that walk uprighily. 

Never forget that the possession of God's favour 
and righteousness is of first importance. Imagine, 
for a moment, a trial coming on in the law courts 
on which a very large property depended. It may 
be, an estate worth five thousand a year would be 
adjudged as yours, or would pass entirely into other 
hands. Many lesser matters you might have in 
hand, but should you not feel that till this was 
decided it was your wisdom to leave no stone 
unturned to secure a favourable issue ? And you 
would be right in doing this. No man would 
blame you for taking the very utmost pains to 
secure property to which you believed you had a 
just claim. 
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Now apply this to higher things. There is an 
inheritance beyond all price for which you may put 
in your claim. It is an inheritance of peace, and 
heirship in God's kingdom, an inheritance of rich 
promises whose value none can determine, an in- 
heritance of a life and glory which never fades. 
This you may gain or lose according as you act 
now. Is it not wise to give thought and time and 
real effort to make it your own ? Is it not wise to 
secure the one Advocate who never loses a cause, 
or fails a client that puts a case into His hands ? 

Be assured, my young friend, that everything 
compared to this is mere child's play. Tour 
brightest prospects, your most promising schemes 
of self-advancement, your highest honours at school 
or at the University, however really important they 
may be for this present life, are not to be weighed 
in the balance with the possession of the love of 
God and the everlasting consolation it ever brings 
with it. 

Therefore let this bright star of divine truth be 
your guide. Seek first God, His kingdom. His 
righteousness, His favour. His peace. 

A friend, whom I greatly esteem, was married 
some little time ago, and perhaps it might help you 
if I told you about something that occurred at the 
wedding breakfast A few rich acquaintances had 
suggested that after their marriage he and his wife 
should give less time to Christian work, and go out 
more into the gaieties and amusements of the world. 
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So he told his future partner to put over the place 
where they would sit an illumination which had 
been sent to her from London as a present. So 
there it was put up just over their heads. " GOD 
FIEST." My friend, when thanking those present 
for their good wishes, pointed to this, and told 
them that it was the motto which he and his bride 
had determined to follow through lifa 

Let it be yours likewise. It will lead you to a 
noble and useful career. In whatever quarter of 
the world you may be, whatever your calling or 
profession — a soldier, a clergyman, a physician, a 
lawyer, a merchant, a tradesman ; whether you may 
rise to a high position or tread a humble path, put 
God first, and His presence and favour shall be as 
a crown of glory on your head. 

Eemember the promise — " Them that honour Me 
I will honour, but they that despise Me shall be 
lightly esteemed" (i Sam. ii 30). 
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XXXI. 
THE TRUE CHURCH. 

** We are the circumcision which worship God in the spirit and 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." — PhiL 
iil 3. 

We say in the Creed, " I believe in the Holy Ghost ; 
the Holy Catholic Church/* and there is a very dose 
connection between the two clauses. But for the 
Holy Ghost the Church could never have arisen, 
colitinued, and spread as we know that it has. 
Though the Father gave the Son, and Jesus lived 
and died and rose again, and ascended to the 
Father, yet without the descent of the Spirit, and 
His continual working in the Church, there could 
never have been a body of faithful people, nor the 
possibility of such continuing amidst the perils to 
which the Church has been exposed. 

But what is the Holy Catholic Church ? As 
our Church teaches us, it is " the blessed company 
of all faithful people." It is the company of all 
those who love God, and are joined to the Lord 
Jesus by the link of true faith. In its essence it 
is a heavenly and spiritual body quickened by the 

81st Sunday.] 
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Holy Spirit from a death of sin; crucified with 
Christ, risen with Christ, sitting in heavenly places 
with Christ now, and hereafter to appear with Him 
in glory. 

The Church is described in Holy Scripture as a 
temple ; how is this temple formed ? 

Christ is the one Foundation Stone. The soul 
lies heedless of and without spiritual perception or 
desire in the quarry of our corrupt and fallen 
nature. But the Holy Spirit awakens, arrests, and 
convinces of sin. Then further, the same Spirit 
leads the soul into the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, and fixes it on this Bock by a steadfast faith. 
So, one by one, through the years and ages, the 
Spirit brings many to Jesus. And what is the 
result ? A glorious Church ; all the living stones 
of this temple knit one to another, because all 
built on the one Foundation ; and thus is formed 
that Holy Catholic Church, which is the Habitation 
of the Triune Jehovah. 

I am quite aware there is another view of the 
Church. As seen by the eye of man, as sojourning 
on earth, it must have its ordinances, its Pastors, 
its assemblies, its Sacraments ; and these are abso- 
lutely necessary to its well-being, and for the 
various purposes for which Christ provided them. 
And in this respect we ought greatly to love and 
value our own dear Church of England, and strive 
to preserve her in purity of faith and doctrine, and 
to seek her increase and stability. For my own 
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part, I cannot conceive a more blessed handmaid 
of the truth and a greater means of good to a 
country than our Church, if only administered on 
the lines of her Articles and her Book of Common 
Prayer, and if her ministers be imbued with the 
spirit that breathes in them. 

But let me here add a word or two of caution. 
Whilst you love your Church, do not unchurch 
any who hold the great fundamentals of the faith 
as given in the Apostles' Creed. We are to value 
Episcopacy as most in accordance with the teaching 
of Scripture. But, with Hooker and many of our 
most eminent divines, we believe it to be for the 
benefit of the Church, but not essential to its 
existence. 

Beware also of making too much of the Church 
as a visible institution. Just as it is the office of 
the Holy Spirit to bear witness not to Himself but 
to Chrtet, so is it with His Church. She is to wit- 
ness not to herself but to Him. The golden candle- 
stick is nothing but as it holds up the light. 

So the glory of the Church is not to exalt her- 
self, and cry " The Church ! the Church ! " but to 
point away from herself to Christ, in all His variety 
of office and fulness of grace. Let Christ be her 
glorying, and God will honour the Church for His 
sake. 

But we must never forget the difference between 
the Church as seen by the eye of man and by the 
eye of God. 

" The Church, as seen by man, is the mixed mass 
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of the true and the false, good coin and base, the 
genuine and counterfeit people of God. 

" The Church, as seen by God, is the unmixed 
company of those whose hearts are right before 
Him. It is the flock who hear the Shepherd's 
voice, and follow in His footsteps. It is those who 
are cleansed in His blood from guilt, and renewed 
in the inner man by the working of His good Spirit." 

In the passage at the head of this chapter we 
have three distinct marks of such. The Apostle 
is describing those who are to be reckoned as 
God's people. The Jew gloried in circumcision, and 
accounted the Church of God to be limited to such 
as had received this rite. But Paul goes deeper. 
Those who have but the outward circumcision may 
be very far from God, But the true circumcision, 
the circumcision of the Spirit — this marks the Church 
of the saved. Then he names three points. And 
if you would know whether you are a member 
of the mystical body of Christ, the Church of the 
living God, whose names are written in heaven, try 
yourself by these three marks. 

" WTiich worship God in the Spirit^ Or, as in the 
Revised Version, "Who worship by the Spirit of God." 
Is this your worship ? Are your prayers and praises 
offered by the aid of the Holy Ghost ? Do you guard 
well your thoughts in " devotion ? Do you hate 
wandering thoughts, and watch against them ? Do 
you come to God as a child to a tender Father ? 
Do your hearty desires go with the words you utter ? 
Do you thoroughly believe that the ear of God is 
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open to your petition, and do you look for an 
answer in His own time and way ? 

" And rejoice in Christ Jesus." Or, as in the 
Eevised Version, " And glory in Christ Jesus.** Is 
this your rejoicing and glorying ? Do you glory in 
Christ as your wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption ? Do you glory in Him as being 
the Rock, the Eesting-place, the Refuge of your 
soul ? Do you glory in Him as being your great 
High Priest, your Shepherd, your King, your Re- 
deemer ? Do you glory in His changeless love, 
in His unshaken fidelity, in His Almighty power 
to help and save ? Do you glory in Him as the 
source and spring of your happiness as well as your 
salvation and your hope ? 

** And have no confidence in the jUshr Is this 
the case with yourself ? Have you cast aside all 
confidence in all that is merely external? Have 
you learnt to put away all confidence in ordinances, 
duties, association with fellow-Christians, and all that 
is merely t)n the surface ? Have you refused to rely 
in the least degree, on your zeal, or good feelings, or 
works, or gifts, or self-improvement, or prayers, that 
to you Christ alone may be all in all ? 

Here was Paul's ground of rejoicing — is it yours ? 
Are you a member of that Church of God's true 
saints whose marks are such as these ? God grant 
that you may be ; for then you abide in the favour 
of God, and will hear at last the word of welcome, 
" Well done, good and faithful servant" 

K 
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XXXII." 
ON RECEIVING CHRIST. 

"Ab many as received Him, to them gave He the right to 
become children of God, even to them that believe on Hia name.*' 
^John L 12 (Kevised Yersion). 

A HEAVENLY Visitor has come into our world He 
came as the Son of man that we might become sons 
of Grod. He came despised and rejected that we 
might gain glory and honour. He came willing 
even to die a death of shame and suffering that we 
might have life everlasting. 

But how does man gain the blessing ? How 
may you individually become a partaker of the 
benefits Christ has purchased for you ? 

Looking at it on the Divine side it is the work 
of the Holy Ghost You need the Spirit from 
above to awaken you, to convince you of sin, to 
give you a desire for Christ and His salvation. 
And the same mighty Spirit comes to reveal 
Christ, to show you the preciousness of His blood 
to cleanse you, the sureness of His promises, and 
the prevailing power of His mediation at God's 
right hand. 

82nd Sunday.] 
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Bat on man's side the connecting link is faith. 
The sacraments are the seal of faith, and openly 
testify of the union of the soul with Christ. But 
faith itself, true heart-faith, is the real tie that 
knits you to Christ. But what is this faith ? 
Many views are given of it in Scripture, but 
none are clearer than that given in the passage 
above. It is " receiving " Christ. The two things, 
*^ helieving on E[im " and " receiving Him^* are 
spoken as parallel one to the other. The one 
clearly defines the other. You remember how the 
Shunamite prepared a little room for Elisha, and 
then received him under her roof. You remember 
how Martha " received " Christ into her house, and 
how ZacchsBus came down from the sycamore-tree 
in haste and joyfully received Him. 

Though now unseen by us, Christ is nigh, and is 
willing to make His abode with sinners, with you 
or with me, if we be willing to receive Him. 

How do you treat Him ? He comes to your 
door in metcy and loving-kindness, but what is 
your response ? 

There are many ways of treating a visitor. You 
may shut the door in his face and refuse to let him 
pass the threshold. You may be courteous and 
polite, and yet too much occupied to give your 
friend a cordial welcome. Or you may give your 
hand with apparent warmth, and yet there is some- 
thing behind, and your heart is not with him. Or 
you may receive your visitor with hearty goodwill, 
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and make it as plain as day that you delight to see 
him, and that the longer he stays the greater plea- 
sure it will aflfprd you. 

The illustration may be a guide in the inquiry I 
want you to make. Do you reaUy receive Christ 
or not ? Is He a welcome guest ? 

It is not very likely that any one who reads 
these pages openly rejects Christ. But it is just 
possible. It may be you plainly shut the door 
against Him by breaking His commandments and 
throwing contempt upon His name. But another 
course is much more likely. Do you profess to 
receive Him, and yet in the deep of your heart 
reckon Him an intruder ? Do you go to His 
house, and perhaps even to His Table, and yet 
all the time secretly dislike spiritual things, and 
perhaps never think of Christ all the week through ? 
Is there some one or something else that has the 
chief place in your aflfections ? Is Herodias in the 
palace, whilst the faithful Monitor is kept in the 
prison ? Is there an occasional remembrance of 
Him, whilst at all other times there is a barrier 
between you and Him ? 

Or do you welcome Christ, heart and soul — 
willing at any time and at all times to have Him 
with you ; yielding up to Him the best chamber ; 
yea, every chamber of the inner man ? Is it your 
greatest joy to have Him near you, and your greatest 
sorrow when He seems at a distance ? 

Make quite sure about this point. It is the 
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very hinge of life or death. To reject Christ is to 
abide in your sins. To receive Him is to find peace 
and salvation. 

Mark the promise — " As many as received Him, 
to them gave He the right to become children of 
God." What a glorious privilege thus becomes 
your own ! In the very highest sense you become 
a son of the Most High. You are well-pleasing 
to Him in Christ. You are regarded with tender, 
fatherly affection. You receive the spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby you cry, " Abba, Father." 

If this blessing be yours, you have an unfailing 
source of consolation. Whatever may occur, you 
have always a refuge to flee to. 

You may be lonely and desolate at times, but 
God will comfort you by the assurance of His pre- 
sence. You may be treated unkindly by those about 
you, but God's loving-kindness will never fail You 
may be misunderstood or falsely accused of something 
concerning which you are quite innocent, but in His 
own way and time your Father will see you righted, 
or at least make even this work together for good. 
Therefore be of good courage. Never forget the 
words of the Psalmist, "Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
Him" (Ps. ciii 13). 
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XXXIII. 
CHRIST DWELLING WITHIN. 

** I have been cmcified with Christ ; yet I live ; and yet no longer 
I, but Christ liveth in me ; and that life which I now live in the 
flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself up for me." — GdL, ii 20 (Revised Version). 

The great truth here laid down is one of the most 
practical to be found in Holy Scripture. It gives 
the only true force and power by which you rise 
above the world. If you have read anything of 
the inner life of that brave hero who was lately 
killed at Khartoum, and whose name has become a 
household word all over our land, you cannot fail 
to be struck with the secret of his noble and beauti- 
ful Christian lifa For unflinching courage in the 
greatest perils, for utter indiflference to the praise 
of man, for unselfish devotedness to the call of duty, 
for a self-denying philanthropy, that could care for 
the waifs and strays of London or a poor suffering 
African woman, for a steadfast perseverance in well- 
doing even unto death — for all this, perhaps we may 
say he has no equal in our own day and generation. 
But what was the spring of it ? It was his firm 

88rd Stinday.] 
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faith in the Lord Jesus, in His sympathy, in His 
Divine power, and very specially in His indwelling 
presence in the soul. 

Of this latter he often spoke and wrote, and it 
was that one truth, above all others, which he found 
to be strength in difficulty and in danger. 

Perhaps till lately this truth of the indwelling 
presence of God in man scarcely received tha 
measure of thought and attention it deserved. But 
it is one very plainly revealed. Go to the prophet 
Isaiah, and you scarcely find anywhere a grander 
promise than that which refers to this (Ivii. 15): 
** Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

Side by side with this you have the words of 
Christ in John xiv. 23 : "If a man love Me he 
will keep My words, and My Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him and make our abode 
with him." 

The same teaching is carried on in the words of 
Paul given at the head of this chapter : " / livcy 
and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me." And 
this indwelling of Christ we are told is by the Holy 
Spirit. " What ! know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? " 
(i Cor. vi. 19.) 
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Taken in connection with each other, we see how 
in some way, far beyond our comprehension, the 
true Christian is the shrine of the Deity, the sanc- 
tuary in which Father, Son, and Holy Spirit take 
up their abode. 

You remember the parable of the palace of the 
strong man, when a stronger than he comes upon 
him and takes away his armour and divideth the 
spoil. Thus is it with the soul. Satan is cast out 
of the palace, and Christ sets up His throne in his 
place. He dwells within by His Spirit, and be- 
comes the source of a new power and a new life. 
The old self is crucified, the world is dethroned, 
the dominion of sin is cast down, and Christ Him- 
self lives and abides and works mightily in the 
inner man. 

Here is the power by which it is possible for 
you to live a holy, a joyful, and devoted life. In 
yourself, from first to last, you have no strength or 
ability to conquer evil or walk in the path of godli- 
ness. But if Christ be in you, if He has taken 
up His abode within, then He will manifest His 
presence in your daily walk and conversation. He 
will use your members as instruments of righteous- 
ness. With your eyes He will spy out the poor 
and needy ; with your ears He will hearken to the 
cry of the sorrowful and distressed ; with your feet 
He will go hither and thither on errands of mercy ; 
with your hands He will feed the hungry and 
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clothe the naked, and do such good works as may 
be according to the will of God. But still more. 
The presence of Christ within will be to you a 
spring of zeal and sympathy, of prayer and of 
praisa With this indwelling guest the soul will 
delight to commune with the Father above. You 
will become in everything more conformed to the 
image of the Son of God, and thus be made meet 
for the inheritance of the saints above. 

But how can you live out this grand ideal of 
life ? Don't imagine it is only for a few very 
eminent saints, who can separate themselves from 
worldly afifairs, and give thjeir time to perpetual 
prayer and meditation. It is nothing of the kind. 
It is for you, in the midst of school duties and 
school temptations; in the midst of cricket and 
football, and daily studies, and a thousand interests 
that cluster around you. You are not to imagine 
these are to be neglected, but only you are to let 
this great principle and power come in and guide 
you in everything. But how is it to be done ? In 
one way only. By the exercise of faith. Look at 
two petitions in the prayer of Paul for the Ephe- 
sians. They are both closely connected together. 
" To be strengthened with might by His Spirit in 
the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith" (Eph. iii. 16, 17). In proportion to your 
faith Christ dwells in the heart, and you are 
strengthened by the Holy Ghost. Hence the need 
of abiding, constant faith in Christ 
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Oh, if you wish to te strong and happy, and 
brave to conquer all evil, "live in faith." Trust 
in Christ as the Son of God, exalted to the Father's 
right hand, to put beneath your feet all that hinders 
your course. Trust in Christ as the one who loved 
you, even you, when He died on the cross for your 
sins, and who loves you at this moment with a 
tender, watchful love. Trust in Christ, who gave 
Himself up for you, and who will therefore assuredly 
give you His Spirit and every good thing. And as 
you trust Him as the unchangeable Friend and 
Saviour, exalted far above all heavens, so believe 
also that He dwelleth in you by His Spirit now 
and evermore. 
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XXXIV. 

THE EYES OF JEHOVAH AND THE 
EYES OF MAN. 

" The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is perfect 
toward Him." — 2 Chron, xvi. 9. 

" O our God, wilt Thou not judge them ? For we have no might 
against this great company that cometh against us ; neither know 
we what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee." — 2 Chron, xx. 12. 

It has long seemed to me that there is exceeding 
beauty and very much help in linking together 
these two passages. You have the eyes of God 
looking down in mercy on His child, and you have 
the eyes of the poor, needy, helpless child looking 
up in humble confidence and hope. You have the 
great Father spying out His own, possibly far 
removed from any who can cheer and strengthen 
him; and then you have the trembling anxious 
believer casting an upward glance of faith and ex- 
pectation toward the mercy-seat. Both sides are 
full of Divine instruction to such as desire to spend 
their life in the fear and love of God. 

Consider first the merciful eyes of Jehovah look- 
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ing down from above. Take in this grand truth in 
all its rich fulness of blessing. Where is there one 
in any quarter of the world whose " heart is perfect 
toward God " ? That is, where is there one who 
relies upon God's promises in Christ, and who 
makes it his aim to honour and please Him ? 

Upon such a one the merciful eyes of a God of 
love are fixed. All the wide world over is this 
true. There may be but one servant of God in a 
house, or one in a village, or even in a dark, be- 
nighted land, but to discover and find out such the 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the whole 
earth. 

This truth is for you, my young brother, if the 
fear of the Lord is reigning in your heart. And it 
will be true for you in the years that may lie before 
you. In days to come you may be dwelling all 
alone, or in the midst of those with whom you can 
have no sympathy. You may be cast adrift by 
life's storms on some barren shore of failing means 
or depressing trial. You may be the prisoner of a 
darkened chamber, or be shut up for months in 
a merchant vessel crossing the Atlantic or Pacific 
Ocean. You may be a worshipper of the true God 
in a land of idols, or your lot may be castas a Chris- 
tian soldier amongst scenes of war and bloodshed. 

But those eyes are still upon you for good. They 
are ever on the look-out to mark your cares, your 
wants, your difficulties, and your sorrow. And more 
than this. Where the eyes of the Lord are, there 
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too are His outstretched arm and mighty hand. Not 
only do His eyes behold in pity the woes and weak- 
ness of His child, but He is present in power to 
perform that which His eyes discern to be requisite. 
" The eyes of the Lord run . . . to show Himself 
strong on hehalf of those . whose heart is perfect 
toward Him." Still more forcible is the reading 
in the margin, ** Strongly to hold with those whose 
heart" &a 

My young friend, rejoice in this. Your Father's 
eye beholds you in loving kindness. Your Father's 
hand is with you to do all that you need. That 
hand can uphold you when falling, and can raise 
you up when in the very depths. That hand can 
ward oflf every threatening blow, and utterly beat 
down the cruel enemy of your soul. That hand 
can strengthen you for the work that lies before 
you, can clear away high mountains of difficulty, 
and can make you more than conqueror over the 
most persistent temptations. Yea, it can hold you 
up through the river of death, and set you at last 
before His face in the land of light and love. 

Thank God, you have an Almighty Guardian who 
strongly holds with you, and can maintain your 
cause even to the end. If others scorn you and 
turn from you, if they will not hold with you be- 
cause you serve the Lord, be not troubled nor cast 
down. God is with you. His eye is upon you. 
His arm. His hand. His presence are enough. " If 
God be for us, who can be against us ? " 
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But look at the other sida If the eyes of 
Jehovah bend downward, the eyes of His child 
look upward. The upward look meets the down- 
ward, and fear and troubles are scattered to the 
winds, and the soul can glory in God the Saviour. 
Ko strength is ours. No counsel is ours. But in 
Him we have both the one and the other. "We 
have no might against this great company that 
cometh against us, neither know we what to do, 
Imt our eyes are upon Thee" 

Eead the whole story in 2 Qhron. xx., and you 
will see what a marvellous deliverance was granted 
to Jehoshaphat through this confidence. 

And his God is our God. Only let there be the 
same spirit in you that there was in him. Your 
spiritual foes are many and great, and you must 
remember that you have no might in which to over- 
come. You may not know the right course to pursue 
when tempted and harassed by subtle snares. But 
uplift to Him the eye of faith. By the upward look 
put everything into the hand of your mighty Helper. 
Failure may hitherto have attended your struggles 
and your eflforts, but this need not discourage you if 
only now you will learn the lesson to expect nothing 
from self, but everything from Jesus. Look upward 
continually both for help and guidance. " Our eyes 
are upon Thee !" "Mine eyes are ever toward the 
Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net." 

Catch this spirit, and carry it out under all that 
happens to you. 
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God's eye is upon you in tender, considerate 
loving-kindness. Let your eye be upon Him in 
patient hope. Imagine a little child in danger 
through some impending evil or sore trouble, and, 
too alarmed and terrified to speak, it fixes the eye 
on a father or mother near. What loving parent 
could neglect or refuse the silent appeal ? If there 
were a spark of love in that parent's heart, would 
not the very utmost effort be made to shield or 
comfort that child ? And with love ten thousand* 
fold more than ever dwelt in the heart of father or 
mother, and with a power sufQcient to cope with all 
possible evils, will not our Father respond to the 
look of His troubled child ? 

" As nurse or parent, with a watchful eye, 
Doth guide the wayward steps of infancy, 
So do Jehovah* s eyes run to and fro 
Throu^gh all the earthy His saving power to show ; 
That all, where'er they be, may learn to trust, 
Knowing the helplessness of sinful dust. 
Only, Lord, in mercy grant that we 
May fix our eyes in confidence on TheCy 
Feeling that when we know not what to do. 
Thou art our Counsellor, both kind and true/' 
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XXXV. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION. 

" Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them." — Matt, zviii 2a 

There are two views of the Lord's Supper, neither 
of which ought to be forgotten. The central idea 
is the remembrance of the death of Christ. Our 
Church puts it very beautifully in the exhortation 
addressed to the communicants. *' To the end that 
we should alway remember the exceeding great love 
of our Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ thus 
dying for us, and the innumerable benefits which, 
by His precious blood-shedding, he hath obtained 
for us. He hath instituted and ordained holy mys- 
teries as pledges of His love, and for a continual 
remembrance of His death, to our great and endless 
comfort." 

No less strongly is this view of the ordinance 
brought before us in the consecration prayer, in 
the words spoken on giving the bread and wine, 
and also in the Catechism. Some persons put 
aside as a very small matter this idea of remem- 
brance. But it is not so. Our Lord put it in the 
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forefront, and so likewise does our Church in the 
whole service. In fact, the remembrance of Christ 
in the Supper is the root and spring of all the 
benefits which are found in the reception of it. 

The importance of remembrance stands out very 
clearly in the Word. With respect to this point 
study the Book of Deuteronomy. The sins of Israel 
are all traced to their forgetfulness of God. The 
call is perpetually to remember. Paul likewise 
tells us that salvation depends upon remembrance. 
" By which (i.e., Gospel) ye are saved if ye keep in 
memory what I have preached unto you " ( i Cor. 
XV. 2). So a true remembrance of the Lord Jesus, 
awakened by the Spirit of remembrance (John xiv. 
26), becomes a mighty power in the soul. 

It deepens contrition and humility. Think of the 
Saviour stooping so low to bear your guilt. Think 
of your sins as fixing the nails in His hands and 
feet, and encircling His head with the crown of 
thorns. Think of all the shame and the anguish 
which fell upon Him through your iniquities, and 
this more than anything will lead you to own and 
hate the evil you have done. 

It gives peace to tJie troubled conscience. Nothing 
gives such assurance of free and perfect forgive- 
ness as a believing remembrance of the Lamb of 
God. To see His wounds, to see His blood shed 
upon the cross and sprinkled before the mercy-seat 
for you, assures you that your iniquity is forgiven, 
and your sin covered. 

L 
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It awakens lively gratitude. Who can remember 
the Saviour's love in His self-sacrifice without 
desiring to love Him more ? If Christ did so much 
and .bore so much for my salvation, shall I not give 
Him my whole heart, and strive to go forth and win 
the souls He died to save ? 

And this thought of remembrance may point out 
who are invited to His Table. It may show you 
plainly whether you have a right to draw near. 
For who is the worthy communicant? It is he 
who desires to remember Christ Ask yourself, 
Do I remember Christ through the week ? Do I 
remember His precepts, His promises, His presence ? 
Is it a pleasure to me to think of Him when I lay 
jny head on my pillow at night, when I arise in the 
morning, in my prayers, in my daily duties, in my 
troubles and difficulties ? 

If so, you may feel sure you are a welcome 
guest at His Table. Though you may feel con- 
scious of great failures in duty, and many falls in 
your walk, yet if you grieve over them, and your 
heart is towards Christ, you may come to His 
Table, and be sure that He will give you fresh 
strength and peace and blessing. 

And this leads us to* the second view of the Holy 
Communion. It is a season when Christ Himself 
will meet with you. The promise at the head of 
this chapter is never more graciously fulfilled than 
at this Feast. We are to believe in the Eeal Pre- 
sence in the Lord's Supper. Yet not a Presence in 
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the elements, but in the heart. Not the Presence 
of Christ as dying, but as risen, and Kving for ever- 
more. And it is by the light of the Holy Spirit 
that the Presence of Christ is realised in the 
Eucharist. 

It is the Holy Spirit that calms the mind, and 
removes the veil of earthly things. The soul dis- 
turbed by care or passion, or the love of the world, 
is shut out from the vision of God. But when the 
Spirit drives these away, it is possible to see Him 
who is invisible. Those who are pure in heart can 
see God even here. When the mists roll away, the 
Sun of righteousness shines within. 

The Holy Spirit opens the eye to see Christ very 
close at hand at His Table. He hath said, " The 
world seeth Me no more, but ye see Me." Espe- 
cially may we look for this manifestation of Christ 
when we obey His last command, and eat the bread 
and drink the wine that point to Him. When 
next you draw near, believe that in love He stands 
very nigh. Be sure that He is there in the midst. 
Be sure that He is with thee of a truth. It is thus 
that He shows His marvellous loving-kindness. He 
is with thee at His Table. He shows the light of 
His countenance. He feeds and nourishes the soul 
that by faith partakes of the emblems of His death. 
He strengthens ; He consoles ; He quickens. 

Therefore prize and value this sacred Feast. 
Never neglect it. Never turn away from it. But 
come again and again. Come in a spirit of faith, 
looking unto Jesus in your heart. Come in a spirit 
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of devout thankfulness, praising Him for all His 
grace and love. Come in a spirit of brotherly 
love, reckoning all who come to that Table as 
members with you in the household of God. 

<^ See, the feast of love is spread, 
Drink the wine and break the bread ; 
Sweet memorials, till the Lord 
Call us round His heavenly board — 
Some from earth, from glory some, 
Severed only till He come*"— E. H. B. 



Further instniotion with respect to the Holy Gommanion may be 
found in two manuals by the author, ''Beneath the Gross*' and 
** The Holy Table," both published by Messrs. Nisbet 
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XXXVI. 

SELFISHNESS. 

** Am I my brother's keeper ? " — Gen, iv. 9. 

Intense selfishness breathes in this question. Who- 
soever acts in the spirit of it knows nothing what- 
ever of the power of true religion. Yet we fear it 
is a spirit that reigns in the world, and on all sides 
is hindering the kingdom of Christ and increasing 
the sorrow and misery that abounds. 

When man feU away from God, at once there 
arose separation between man and man. If a 
planet should lose the attraction of the sun and 
thus forsake its orbit, it might at once clash with 
some other planet and thus cause untold mischief. 
Thus when the soul loses the attraction of God's 
love and departs from Him, at once strife and 
division comes into the world, and the earth is filled 
with hatred, envy, and violence. Then comes the 
question of Cain, " Am I my brother's keqper ? " 

You remember the man that fell among thieves. 
There he lay, wounded and half dead, stripped of 
his raiment ; and had no friendly hand come to his 
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aid, the end had not been far off. But here come 
priest and Levite, and they see him in his misery, 
but they pass on their way and leave him to perish. 
They say in their heart, "Am I my hrothei^'s 
keeper r\ 

A ship is drifting on the wide ocean, having lost 
its rudder and its mast, and unable to reach the 
shore. Another ship passes not a mile off and her 
disabled condition is seen, but the captain cares only 
for his own ship and his own interest, and leaves 
her to her fate. " Am I my brother* s keeper ? " 

Half-a-dozen betting men are on their way to a 
race. They are clever at " keeping a book," and it 
is not their fault if they do not carry off substantial 
gains. But a word is spoken to them on the sorrow 
that comes through gambling on many a wife and 
child, and how often, through this snare, the happy 
home is broken up, and life-long poverty dogs the step* 
of one who might otherwise have lived and died in 
peace and comfort But what is all this to them ? 
Each man must look out for himself. If I get a 
few hundreds more, why shall I trouble about those 
who lose ? "Am I my brother's keeper f " 

The same thing occurs in school life. What 
terrible cruelty is sometimes inflicted on another 
through practical jokes which would never have 
been planned or carried out if there had been the 
very least regard for the feelings of another. 

Often a younger lad is initiated into all sorts of 
evil, which never would have been done had the 
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elder lads remembered the great responsibility that 
rested upon them with respect to those under their 
iuflaeDce. 

Oftentimes the weak, retiring, or timid lad is put 
at an immense disadvantage through the rough con- 
duct of one who lords it over others wherever he 
can. In a thousand ways — in the dormitory, in the 
playground, and elsewhere — lads forget what they 
owe to those about them. "Am I my brother's 
keeper ? " is the language both of lip and action. 

" Am I my brother's keeper ? " Never forget 
that this was the language of a murderer, and, in 
fact, revealed the spirit of murder that prompted 
the death of his brother. And he who acts on this 
principle now is little better than a murderer in 
God s sight. One may kill another by his neglect 
or indifference, as well as by a blow or a knife. 
Yea, and many a lad has committed something 
worse than murder; for, by his conduct towards 
another, he has brought a blight upon his whole 
life and prospects, he has destroyed his character, 
and, it may be, has been the ruin of his soul. 

" Am I my brother's keeper ? " Of course you 
are. Every man is your brother, and because of 
the tie of brotherhood, you are appointed of God 
to do all you can for him. It may be one who 
lives under the same roof, or the far-off Chinaman 
whom you have never seen ; but to the utmost of 
your power you are to care for him and do him 
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good. "Beax ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ." " Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do -ye even so to 
them, for this is the law and the prophets." " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." "He that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen ? " 

Let this be a fixed rule and principle in your 
life, to regard every one as a friend and brother or 
sister, and to seek their good to the utmost of 
your ability. Try in this to follow the example 
of Christ. It will add immensely to your own 
happiness, and bring down no small blessing on 
others. Especially have a care for those who are 
younger, or weaker, or less advanced than yourself. 
Stand up bravely for those who cannot protect 
themselves. Shield the inexperienced from the 
devilish arts of those who would persuade them 
to evil. Give a timely warning to those whom 
you see likely to fall. 

And commit yourself, body and soul, to the care 
of that Elder Brother who loves to do a brother's 
part He will never throw off the claim which 
faith has upon Him. He wUl be your keeper and 
guardian by night and by day. He will keep you 
even to life eternal 
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XXXVII. 
A PRAYER FOR GODLY LIVING. 

" Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art my 
God : let Thy loving Spurit lead me forth unto the land of righteous- 
ness." — Pa, cxliii. lo (P. B. Version). 

It has always, seemed to me that a godly life is 
here put before us in a veiy attractive form. It is 
not put as a performance of certain duties. It is 
not simply obedience to God's command. It is 
pleasing a kind and merciful Father. And there 
is a joy in doing this. A child who loves a parent 
finds a delight in pleasing such a one, and receiving 
the tokens of his approbation. And if you love 
your Father in heaven, you will be able to please 
Him, and He will show His acceptance of your 
efforts, and by fresh tokens of His love encourage 
you to serve Him still more perfectly. It was 
Christ's joy thus to please the Father. See what 
He says : " He that sent Me is with me ; the Father 
hath not sent Me alone, for I do always those things 
which please Him" (John viii 29). 

Will you not make this your aim, and thus follow 
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in His footsteps ? It is no hard bondage, but a 
path of true peace and blessing, to please Him whose 
name is Love. It is this to which Paul exhorted 
the Thessalonian Christians (i Thess. iv. i). We 
"exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have 
received of us how ye ought to walk and please 
God, so ye would abound more and more." 

If you wish to please God, you must put your 
whole confidence in the Lord Jeans. Nothing is more 
pleasing to the Father than when He sees you trast- 
ing His Son. Therefore trust Jesus to cleanse you 
in His blood and to keep you from all sin. Trust 
Him to help you in school work and in the daily 
crosses you have to bear. Trust Him about every- 
thing — about the least and greatest matters that 
concern you. This honours Christ more than any- 
thing, and therefore pleases the Father. 

Then, if you wish to please God, remember you 
may do so in everything. Every time you kneel 
down and offer your morning or evening prayer, 
every time you go to Church or your School 
Chapel, every bit of Latin or Greek you have to 
translate, every sum you do, every act of kindness to 
another — yes, and every meal you enjoy and every 
walk you take — in everything you may please God 
if you desire to please Him. And endeavour to do 
all in His sight. Some persons are very hard to 
please, even if you do your best. But your Heavenly 
Father delights to accept anything you do as ser- 
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vice to Him, if only you love and fear Him. And 
here is your truest happiness — 

" The truest will is God's own will ; 
Rest on this anchor and he still : 
For peace around thy path shall flow 
Whilst only seeking here below 
What pleases God/' 

But if you wish to please God, He Will give 
abundant aid and strength. We are reminded of 
this by the prayer which is here put into our lips. 
" Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee ; . . . 
kt Thy loving Spirit had me forth into the land of 
righteousness/' You will not be left to yourself. 
His own loving Spirit will teach and lead you. 
Right along your pilgrimage the Comforter will 
direct and strengthen you until you have done with 
sin and the world and reach the land where evil can 
find no entrance. 

There are many ways in which the Spirit will 
thus assist you. He will give you a quick sight to 
discern the least sin, wherever it may attack you. 
He will put you on your guard against temptation 
before it comes. He will give a desire to do what 
is right, and then add the power and perseverance 
needful to fulfil it He will enlighten you in the 
fuller knowledge of God's precepts, and transform 
you in heart and spirit to walk in Christ's footsteps. 
He will remind you of a duty you have forgotten, or 
of a. vow you have failed to keep. He will remove 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



172 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

hindrances out of your path^ and make your way 
plain before your face. 

Touching this point, Dr. Kay gives an interest- 
ing translation of the latter part of the prayer we 
are considering : "Let Thy good Spirit lead me along 
a level land** Surely this is no slight benefit when 
the Spirit casts away stumbling-blocks out of our 
path. He removes a doubt that has crept into the 
heart, or gives a clearer view of the right course 
when one duty seems to conflict with another, and 
both we cannot perform. 

Then, too, it is the good Spirit which draws the 
heart back to God when something for a moment 
has turned you aside. It is the good Spirit which 
helps the Christian in prayer, and enables him to 
realise the nearness of Christ, and stirs him up to 
faith and earnestness. It is the good Spirit which 
meets the servant of the Lord when he is sorely 
cast down, and by some word of promise sends him 
on his way rejoicing. 

Without the aid of the Holy Spirit you never 
could please God even for a moment, but by His 
grace you may please Him more and more till your 
life's end. 

My young friend, are you striving to please God ? 
Have you been trying to do so this past week? 
What about Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and the 
other days of last week? What witness do they 
bear about this matter ? Be not content with fol- 
lowing the stream, and getting through your work 
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because you do not wish to make trouble for your- 
self. Rise higher than this. Day by day make it 
your distinct purpose to please God, and where you 
iaily own it, and seek the free forgiveness which 
God ever waits to give. 

Be sure of this — unless you please God on earth, 
you cannot be with Him in heaven. You could not 
be fit for His presence, neither would it give you 
joy to be with One whom you had never loved or 
served below. Therefore do not please yourself. 
Do not make it your chief aim to please your 
masters, or even your parents. But every day and 
every hour seek to please God. 
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xxxyiii. 

CONSISTENCY. 

" We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel except we 
find it against him conoeming the law of his God." — Dafk, vi. 4. 

It was a noble testimony. Here was Daniel in 
high position, as a city set on a hill that could not 
be hid. He was a sort of viceroy of the whole 
kingdom, and more than a hundred lynx-eyed 
enemies were ever around him, watching to discover 
in him some cause of offence. Though in a heathen 
court temptation must have abounded on every 
side, yet these bitter foes have to confess that he is 
blameless in all the matters intrusted tp his charge. 
His foot stands firm in the paths of truth and equity. 
Nothing of falsehood, nothing of double-dealing, 
nothing of injustice can be laid to his charge. 
Blessed are they who have something of a like 
spirit ! Consistency of life and walk is one of the 
most effective arguments that can be used to per- 
suade men of the truth of the religion we profess. 
It is far away the best sermon that can be preached. 
It is to this the Apostle Paul exhorts the Philippian 
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Church: "That ye may be blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world" (ii. 15). "Were 
all Christians," it has been said, " but thoroughly 
consistent for twenty-four hours, the mouth of every 
infidel would be stopped." 

And facts continually come out which show the 
convincing power of this grace. A young English- 
man was travelling to a distant station in North- 
West America. For a fortnight or three weeks he 
had to travel by a boat which was rowed by half-a- 
dozen native Christians. The young man was himself 
living quite a careless life. But when he watched 
these men and noticed how careful they were in 
their language and conduct, in their observance of 
Sunday, in their morning and evening devotions, he 
was led to deep conviction of his own sinfulness, and 
a desire to live a better life. " What a shame it is 
for me," he said to himself, "after being brought 
up in a Christian country, to be living as I have 
been, whilst these men, who were born heathens, are 
so different to myself." It was a lesson he never 
forgot, and it led him into an entirely new course. 

But what is consistency ? It is the whole life 
in harmony. It is a constant painstaking effort 
in everything to do the will of Goi It is not 
a field partly wheat and partly tares. It is not 
a tree with living branches and dead. It is not 
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a patched gannent partly old and partly new. It 
is not a lamp of which half the glass or globe 
is blackened by smoke. It is a life which is all 
one thing. On Monday as on Sunday^ at home as 
in society, in the playground as in the schoolroom, 
with young companions as with relations, a hundred 
miles away as in the place where you live, keeping a 
good conscience towards God and man, hating every- 
thing that is corrupt and evil, and striving manfully 
and bravely to do your duty in the station where 
God has placed you. Such is consistency. The 
light shines steadily. It is not the track of the 
comet, but the bright ray of the fixed star. 

How may you thus live day by day ? How may 
you thus honour God and benefit His Church ? 

You must have a deep root to your religion. 
Look at Daniel. Se was a man of genuine faith. 
" No manner of hurt was found upon him because 
he believed in his God " (Dan. vi. 23). 

He was a man who knew and confessed his sins ' 
(ix. 20). Though so blameless before men, yet 
he was deeply conscious how far he fell short of 
God's holy law. 

Se was a man who had great value for prayer. 
He desired his companions to join him in prayer 
on one occasion (ii. 17, 18). And when it was 
at the peril of his life, he prayed and gave thanks 
thrice a day. 

If you wish to live a consistent life as Daniel 
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did, you must be well rooted and grounded in 
God's faith and fear. Go deep down. Look for 
the blessed Spirit, the Comforter, to give you a 
true sight of your sin and to teach you humbly to 
repent of it. Seek grace firmly to believe all God's 
gracious promises to you in Christ. And cherish a 
spirif of prayer. Pray often if you cannot pray 
long. Never neglect your prayer morning and 
evening, and, like Daniel, try to steal a quiet 
moment in the midst of the day when you can 
afresh look up to God for grace and help. 

Then, if you want to be consistent, wcUch against 
every disturbing force. Whatever seems likely to 
turn you out of the straight path, most jealously 
cast aside. Greediness of gain, the dazzling blaze of 
the world's attractions, love of praise, a secret envy 
of one preferred to yourself, or of one who beats you 
in the examination, hasty tempers, irritability, your 
own special besetment, perhaps a liability to un- 
chaste thoughts or words ; self in any shape, self- 
will, self-confidence, selfishness, self-assertion, the 
fear of man, pride, lightness at wrong times, mur- 
muring, impatience, depression, unbelief — anything, 
my young brother, that brings a cloud between you 
and God, or that may impair your witness for the 
Master — by His grace trample upon it and keep it 
down as your worst enemy. 

Never reckon anything small* Be it a sin to be 
avoided, or a duty to be performed, the very least 

M 
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matter may affect your whole life. Tberefoie mind 
little things. A grain of dost may impair your 
sight and make you falL The smallest neglect or 
sin may work terrible havoc in your souL 

" Every day and every hour. 
Every gift and every power, 
Consecrate to Him alone 
Who hath claimed you for His own." 
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XXXIX. 
THE PRICELESS PEARL. 

''The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchantman seeking 
goodly pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it" — MaU. xiii. 45, 46. 

We should ever regard the Gospel of Christ as 
bringiDg to man a treasure of exceeding value. It 
never comes to rob man of one single source of true 
enjoyment, but it does bring in its hand benefits and 
blessings that far outweigh all others. It is the 
great lesson of this and the preceding parable. 

A man finds in a field hidden treasure, and he 
goes his way to purchase the field that he may not 
lose that which he has found. A merchant goes 
from shore to shore to search for pearls. Each 
pearl he carefully examines, and not a few costly 
ones he finds. At last he lights upon one far, far 
superior to all seen before. So large, so brilliant, 
so pure, so free from blemish . is this pearl, that to 
possess it becomes his one desire. But the price is 
high. All he has must be sacrificed for the pur- 
chase. But he has no hesitation. He makes no 
delay. He dare not risk the loss of it. " If I have 
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but this," he would say to himself, " untold wealth 
is mine." So the rest go, and in the possession of 
the one pearl, he goes on his way rejoicing. 

Oh, that men had eyes to discern that which is 
truly precious ! Alas ! for the false estimate men 
form of things. That which is but of little worth 
is reckoned worthy of their pursuit night and day ; 
whereas that which is far beyond the whole world 
in value is cast aside and despised as a thing of 
nought. 

But what is this " pearl of great price ? " Wherein 
consists its great value ? Let me put it in this way. 
Suppose for a moment a jewel to possess some rare 
and marvellous properties. In fairy tales we have 
read of such things, and in the matter of which I 
am speaking there may be more truth in it than we 
might think. 

Imagine this gem to have the power of ensuring 
to its possessor far more wealth than others around. 
Moreover, it confers an attractiveness and beauty 
on the one who wears it that few can resist. Still 
better, it ever brings with it peace of mind, safety 
from accident, victory in the day of battle, and the 
scythe of death can never harm the one who has it 
on his person. 

Such a jewel many a one would crave, and give 
all they had to make it their own. 

But in the very highest sense does not the true 
pearl, the knowledge and love of Christ, bring 
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every one of these benefits to the soul that lays 
hold upon it ? 

It brings gold tried in the fire, faith and hope 
and love, and in Christ the heirship of all things. 
It adorns the one who receives it with the likeness 
of the Redeemer, and thus he becomes glorious in 
the eyes of all holy beings. It tells of peace, the 
very peace of God that passeth understanding, even 
when everything below is full of pain and sorrow. 
It brings fullest security, for not a hair of your 
head shall perish if you are Christ's. Nor can death 
touch you, for death is but the gate of life to every 
one that believeth. 

Nor does the benefit end here. Imagine to your- 
self any source of lawful ambition and desire, in the 
highest and most durable form of it, it will be found 
with him who chooses Christ as his portion. Is it 
knowledge, true pleasure, friendship, home affection, 
congenial occupation, a name that shall never be 
forgotten, the run of the palace, power to do a vast 
amount of good in the world? All these will 
assuredly be yours if you make your own this 
treasure of which I speak. 

But how shall you make it your own? How 
may you claim it as that which none shall ever 
take from you ? There must be a deliberate choice. 
Salvation is free, perfectly free, so that the beggar 
or the slave may at once take Christ for their own, 
if only they desire it. Yea, and the soul that^ is 
conscious of its own utter poverty and bondage to 
some form of evil may receive Christ, for righteous- 
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ness, for spiritual riches, for freedom, for life, for 
all, and this by a simple act of humble trust in His 
name. 

But there comes another side of truth. Wher- 
ever there is true faith, there will also be self-sacri- 
fice. Christ has said it : " Whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
My disciple" (Luke xiv. 33). 

Think of Moses. The three glittering prizes that 
the world thinks most about — these were in his 
hand. High position, the pleasures of sin, the 
treasures of Egypt all were his, yet he parts with 
all. He reckoned the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than all else. So he chose rather affiction 
with the people of God, than all he might otherwise 
have enjoyed (Heb. xL 24-26). 

Think of Paul. A wise merchantman was he. 
The pearl he found, and the pearl he kept, though 
for it all else was forsaken. " What things were 
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ" (Phil. iii. 7, 8). 

• Will you be wise also ? Will you learn to take 
a true view of the Christian's hope and privilege ? 
Will you let faith rule instead of sight ? Will you 
look up for the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, to cor- 
rect your estimate of things as you have regarded 
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them in the past, and to reveal to you the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ ? Will you so prize Christ as 
your wealth, your joy, your spring of purest delight, 
your crown and diadem of honour, that you are 
willing for His sake, if need be, to say good-bye to 
all that once was most attractive in your eyes ? 

Will you say to Him from your very heart, 
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is 
none upon earth I desire beside Thee ? " 

" And tiie world deceived and foolish call 
Him, who for one jewel gave his all ; 
But, unheeding what they think or say, 
Qlad and satisfied he goes his way. 

Wondrous blessings reach him from above ; 
Love comes down to meet the heart of love ; 
Ever as he yiews his treasure bright, 
And his soul is filled with life and hght." 
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XL. 
*M SINGLE EYE.'' 

** The lamp of thy body is the eye : when thine eye is single thy 
whole body also is full of light ; but when it is evil thy body also is 
full of darkness." — Luke zi 34 (Revised Version). 

I WELL remember a Sunday-school teacher ia 
London who, when past sixty, was not tired of 
his work. He was a man of fixed character and 
steadfast purpose in the service of Christ. His 
occupation was that of a clerk in a large business 
house, and here, as elsewhere, it was his desire and 
aim to do all for the glory of God. So with his 
penknife he cut out on the desk where he worked 
these three words, " A Single Eye." He wished 
them to be ever before him, and it was his daily 
and hourly petition that he might carry them out 
in his daily life. 

There is no grace more precious than this. Let 
it be your aim to cultivate it all through life. Let 
this grace of "a single eye" be manifest in you, 
and it will add to life a beauty and a glory which 
will aflfect everything you say or do. It will help 
you in your daily walk, and others will see in you 
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more of the reality and power of God's grace than 
they have ever seen before. It will help you in 
your school work and in all your studies. If you 
make it your main desire in these to honour and 
please God, so to do them that you may the better 
serve Him in the life-work that lies before you, 
you cannot fail of your reward. You may succeed 
or fail in obtaining position or distinction, but in 
either case your work will be owned and accepted 
of your Father in heaven* 

Think of the words of the Lord Jesus : " The 
lamp of thy body is the eye: when thine eye is 
single, thy whole body also is full of light ; but 
when ii is evil, thy body also is full of darkness." 
When the natural eye is clear and good, it is like a 
lamp to the whole body. It guides the hand and 
the foot, and directs a man in the way in which he 
should move and walk. But when the eye sees 
double, or is clouded or dim, it impedes all action, 
and leads often to the greatest danger and mischief. 

It is so with the inner eye of the soul, that is, 
the aim and intention with which we act. We 
need that it be set on serving and pleasing God, 
and Him only. We must not serve two masters, or 
look two ways, or mingle an earthly motive with a 
heavenly one. We must watch lest covetousness, 
selfishness, pride, ambition, the love of human 
praise, or any other wrong temper or disposition 
turn us aside or get the upper hand even for a 
moment. We must put God first, seek His glory 
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and Hia kingdom as our primary object, and then 
the whole life and conduct will be in accordance 
with His will and bring with it a sure reward. 

We have an excellent commentary on the meaning 
of our Lord's words in Eph. vi. 5 -7. St. Paul is 
writing to servants, and he exhorts them to the 
manifestation of this grace : " Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your ihasters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
heart, as unto Christ ; not with eye-service, as men- 
pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart ; with good- will doing 
service as to the Lord, and not to men." 

Here is the " single eye : " you must look away 
from man. You must not act as beneath the eye 
of a fellow-mortal. You must set Christ ever before 
you. You must strive in everything to please Him, 
and thus do the will of your Father in heaven. 

But how may you gain this single eye, and amidst 
all temptations act as a faithful servant of the 
Lord? 

First, you must exercise fvU and unreserved con^ 
fd&ace in God's promises. You must rely without 
wavering upon God's free mercy and grace to you 
in Christ. You must believe in His providential 
care and watchful love. Eemember that unbelief 
goes side by side with double-mindedness and a 
resort to carnal expedients. If men cannot trust 
in God, they will try to shift for themselves, and 
this will lead them into doubtful paths. 
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But if men thoroughly trust in God, as Abraham 
did, then like him they will be ready to obey the 
hardest precepts, and not shrink from the greatest 
sacrifices. Therefore, if you want "a single eye," 
be sure you trust God utterly. Trust Him with 
•your soul, and trust Him with your circumstances. 
Trust Him to order all events for your good, and to 
bring you through all troubles and temptations. 
Trust Him to hear your prayers, and to fill you 
with His own blessed Spirit. Trust Him in life 
and in death. So will you the better be enabled 
in all things to do or suffer His holy will. 

A second point is important. 

If you would keep a single eye, you must walk 
and live as beneath the eye of the Heart-Searcher. 
In olden times a sculptor was once asked why he 
was so particular about the parts of a statue that 
would be hidden by the wall of the temple for 
which it was designed. "The gods see it," was 
his answer. It were well if Christians would re- 
member that their most secret acts and thoughts 
are ever before Him who searches us through and 
through. 

You may deceive your fellow-men, you may 
deceive yourself by vain excuses for neglect of 
work, for choosing as a close friend a follower of 
the world instead of a follower of Christ, for yield- 
ing to the spirit of the world, for withholding time 
and talents that ought to be dedicated to the ser- 
vice of the Master, but you cannot deceive Him. 
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Judge everytluDg as in His sight. Think of the 
hour when every motive and principle of action, 
as well as every word and deed, will be laid bare. 

Thirdly, make it your set purpose^ and at any cast, 
to do that which is right be/ore Him. Tolerate in 
yourself no wrong motive, no wilful neglect of 
duty, no act of ill, be it small or great Come 
what will, go forward in the path of duty. What- 
ever it cost you, property, or ease, or comfort, do as 
God bids you. Keep the comfort of a good con- 
science, and leave all else with God. You will be 
no loser: God is a good paymaster, and rewards 
His servants a hundredfold. 

<* Less wayward let me be, more pliable and mild ; 
In glad simplicity, more like a little child. 

Less, less of self each day, and more, my Qod, of Thee : 
Oh keep me in the way, however rough it be. 

Less of the flesh each day, less of the world and sin ; 
More of Thy Son, I pray, more of Thyself within. 

Leave nought that is unmeet ; of all that is mine own 
Strip me ; and so complete my training for Thy throne.'* 

— BONAR. 
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XLT. 
A LIFELONG PROMISE. 

" If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him ? " — LvJce xi. 13. 

More than five-and-twenty years ago I had a few 
words with an old veteran in the army of Christ. 
For sixty years he had faithfully preached the 
Gospel of Christ, and, still better, had lived it out 
in his daily life. He was then near his end, and 
I put a question to him. I was young and he was 
old, and I thought he might help me on my way. 
So I asked him if he had found any particular 
promise of special assistance to him. He at once 
named the words at the heading of this chapter. 
He wanted to know ever more and more of the 
Lord Jesus, and he knew that none but the Holy 
Ghost could teach him. The Spirit had long dwelt 
with him, but still he desired more of the light and 
love and joy which the Spirit imparts. So this 
promise was his stay. God would not fail His 
own word, so he trusted this gracious assurance, 
and would plead it even to the end. 
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From the beginning to the end of a Christian 
life the Holy Spirit is the great worker in the soul 
of man. 

It is so in the case of every true conversion to God. 
Take a lad who has no thought for his soul. He 
has a keen sense of the importance of everything 
that concerns his present welfare. He wishes to 
get on and rise high, and builds many a castle as 
to what he will do when he has the means. But 
he has no feeling as to his sin, nor any desire for a 
new and holy life. 

But far away at the right hand of God is the 
merciful Eedeemer, full of tenderness and love, 
beholding that lad with compassion, as the Good 
Shepherd, ready to hear his first prayer, ready to 
forgive and save him for evermore. 

How shall these two meet ? How shall that lad 
be drawn to the Saviour, for whom as yet he has 
no love, and still the One who alone can fill his 
life with blessing and peace ? 

Thank God, the blessed Spirit can efiect this. 
He can awaken to earnest thought. He can 
arouse the sleeping conscience. He can quicken 
a desire for holiness. He can stir up humble 
prayer. He can bind together in true union by 
faith the soul of that hitherto heedless lad and the 
Merciful Saviour and Eedeemer. Then, too, it is 
by the daily presence and power of the Spirit that 
the union abides. It is the Spirit which daily 
reveals the Saviour's love and grace. It is the 
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same Spirit which gives increasing knowledge of 
the will of God and increasing power to fulfil it. 
Only by the Spirit can one sin be trampled under 
foot, one grace cultivated, or one single action done 
for the glory of God. 

More needful far to each of us is it to have the 
Spirit with us, than the food we eat or the air we 
breathe. And God loves to bestow this great and 
precious gift 

You need not question God's willingness to give 
you the Spirit because of any amount of sin or 
unworthiness, or lack of grace in yourself. Christ 
meets this doubt He affirms that man is corrupt 
in the very promise that He gives of the Holy 
Spirit to counteract what is sinful. Christ assumes 
this — " If ye, being evil ; " and though He puts it 
by way of contrast between the earthly and heavenly 
parent, yet He no less teaches that no amount of 
evil in self need hinder your looking for this boon 
of love. 

Nor should you omit to notice that in the pre- 
vious verses (9th and loth) we have no less than 
six distinct promises of an answer to prayer for this 
benefit Why this repetition of promise upon pro- 
mise, but to drive away unbelief, and to assure us 
of an answer of peace ? 

Then consider the argument which Christ employs. 
He would say — " Your fathers are often partial, 
selfishy and throTigh sin fail to shew always the kind- 
ness they might. Nevertheless, they stretch out a 
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willing hand to meet the necessities of their children^ 
Then what of the Great FpUher^ whose name is Love, 
who is only good t Will He fail to give this priceless, 
boon which He knows to he so essential to the holiness 
He wovld have you cultivate ! " 

Will you not be assured hy such a thought as 
this ? Will you not ask, and ask continually, and 
in the fullest confidence, that the Good Spirit may 
come to you and abide with you continually ? 

Nor forget this also. He who spake this promise 
has gone to the Father's right hand to ensure its ful- 
filment. In His last discourse, no less than five 
times (see John xiv.— xvi.) did He remind them that 
the Comforter should come and dwell with them. 

Then after His death and resurrection He ascended 
to heaven to send upon them the Comforter in His 
quickening and sanctifying power. Therefore, look 
up to Him exalted for this very purpose. Eejoice 
that He waits for the prayers of His people to 
bestow upon them in fullest measure the gift He so 
frequently promised. 
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XLII. 
THE YOUNG RULER. 

"What lack I jet V— Meat, xix. 20. 

A MOUNTAIN of self-righteousness lay at the back of 
this question. He who put it was rich in his pos- 
sessions, but still richer in his fancied merit. So 
he comes to Christ and seems to say something of 
this kind — **" I have done my duty, I have fulfilled 
the law, and this from my youth. I have kept 
every precept. But tell me, Is there any top-stone 
I can lay ? Is there any good work I can do that 
may still further adorn my life ? " 

With a few words Christ touches this grand, 
imposing edifice of human goodness, and it falls 
with a crash to the earth. All is gone, not a stone 
or a brick remains. Humbled and crestfallen he goes 
back. He kept his gold, but beyond recovery he 
lost his wealth of goodness. 

In many respects the young ruler was a pattern 
of what a young man should be. He bore a stain-* 
less character, in spite of the temptations that wealth 
brings. With earnestness, and something too of 

N 
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humility, he came kneeling at the feet of Jesus. 
Would there were more of the same spirit ! Would 
that our rich young men were leading pure lives, 
and had a serious regard for the claims of religion ! 

And we are told that Jesus, ** beholding him, 
loved him." 

There is a great lesson hera Christ has a tender 
care for those who have not yet given themselves to 
Him. He sees what there is about them that may 
lead to something still higher. He does not despise 
the first dawnings of godlinesa If only they will 
follow on where He would lead. He will guide and 
bless them all the way. 

There seems to some a difficulty about the Lord's 
first word to this young ruler. He had said to 
Christ, " Good master, what good thing shall I do 
that I may have eternal life?" He was full of 
ideas of human goodness. " You are good and lam 
good, hd tdl me how I muy be still letter" Such 
was his spirit. But Jesus will not hold with this 
for a moment. " Goodness, do you speak oft Where 
shall it he found i Oo the wide world over, and not 
one particle wUl you find that is not of God." " Why 
callest thou me good ? There is none good but One, 
that is, God." 

Surely, then, Christ must be God, for was He not 
good? Did any man convince Him of sin? Was 
there one blemish on His holy and beautiful char- 
acter? Was not every act one of true, unselfish 
love ? 
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When asked by Christ as to the commandments^ 
he imagines himself to be blameless. ''All these 
have I kept from my youth up : what lack I yet ? " 

Was he right ? Did he speak the honest truth ? 
"Yes," and "No." 

Tes, for he was no hypocrite. He believed what 
he said. He had been no profligate, no thief, no 
defrauder, no murderer, no wilful deceiver. As to 
the letter of the law, he was blameless. 

iVo, for he had never sounded the depths of the 
law. He knew not that it had respect to thoughts . 
and motives, to omission as well as commission. 

Then Christ makes the great demand. He gives 
the young man a test He may prove, if he will, 
his supreme love to God and his unselfish love to 
man. He bids him go and sell all he has and give 
to the poor. Then let him follow Him, and he 
shall have treasure in heaven (Matt xix. 21). 

It was a hard command, but was it too hard ? 
If the love of God had reigned within, would not 
the Son of God have been more to him than all his 
wealth ? If he had loved his neighbour as himself, 
would he not have been willing to strip himself of 
all for the sake of the poor ? 

Was it so hard a command as that which Abra- 
ham obeyed in yielding up Isaac at God's bidding ? 
Was it a harder command than Moses fulfilled 
in giving up honour, treasure, and the pleasures 
that Egypt could bestow ? 

But the command was too much for the young 
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ruler. He goes back, as Orpah to Moab. He goes 
back, like the man in Bunyan's allegory, holding 
fast the muck-rake, and despising the crown held 
out for him to seize. How much he lost, who can 
tell? He forsook the substance for the shadow, 
and to keep the gold that perisheth, he rejected the 
imsearchable riches which for time and eternity he 
might have obtained. 

" What lack I yet ? " Is this your question ? 
If standing in the same position as he of whom I 
have spoken, you lack much. You may. be moral, 
yea, even religious in your own way, but do you 
heartily yield yourself and all you have to Christ ? 
Do you know the meaning of a broken and contrite 
heart ? Have you cast off for ever all dependence 
on your own goodness or merit ? If not, you lack 
the one thing needful. You lack pardon and grace 
and the robe of righteousness. You lack the teach- 
ing and comfort and inner power of the Holy Ghost. 

But Christ will give all if you ask Him. Never 
turn away from Him. Eather cleave to Him and 
wait upon Him. He will care for you, and love 
you, and supply all your need, and then through 
Him you shall lack nothing. 
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XLIIL 
GOD'S MINDFULNESS OF HIS OWN. 

" Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them 
is forgotten before God ? But even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows." — Luke xii. 6, 7. 

The spirit of the age is to put God far away out of 
man's sight. B7 many He is regarded as unknown, 
and unknowable. By many more He is treated as 
a mere abstraction, as One dwelling in a far-ofif, in- 
accessible region which it is impossible for man to 
approach. 

But in the teaching of Holy Scripture it is the 
very reverse. God is very nigh. Unseen by the 
natural eye, He is yet present to the keen eye 
of faith. He is Thy Father. He is a very pre- 
sent help in time of trouble. And we learn, in 
this passage, the speciality, the individuality, of 
God's care. The very sparrows, shot down by 
thousands in Palestine, are remembered by Him. 
Not one is forgotten. How dear then to His heart 
are His own people 1 Created in His likeness, re- 
deemed by His Son, renewed by His Spirit, they are 
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the sheep of His pasture, His own beloved children, 
near and dear to Him as the apple of His eye. 

In a large school of three or four hundred boys, 
and no less in a smaller one, there is many a lad 
depressed by a secret burden of loneliness. You 
are but one in a crowd, and no one may have any 
deep interest in you. You may be without any 
special friend. More particularly at the beginnir g 
of school life, the loss of home ties, and the strange- 
ness of all those with whom you are now associated, 
may prove a very great trial. But here is the very 
help you need. There is One who does care for 
you, for you individually, and for everything that 
concerns you. Think how He cared for Hagar in 
the desert, when she was all alone and seemed 
ready to give up all hope. Think of Joseph as a 
slave lad in Egypt, and how God guided him every 
step of his life. Think of Elijah threatened by 
Ahab, and yet so watchfully fed and guided by 
Jehovah. Think of Manasseh in the dungeon, 
Kathanael under the fig-tree, Onesimus, the run- 
away slave, in Rome, and see how God mercifully 
looked upon each of them and shewed that He was 
mindful of their need. 

Nor is the individuality and tenderness of God's 
care less in this nineteenth century than in days 
gone by. The Good Shepherd knows by name 
each of His flock, and our Heavenly Father has a 
place in HiB heart for each of His children. 
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Dost thou confess thy faults and trust in Thy 
Saviour ? Dost thou desire to forsake evil and to 
follow the path of holiness? Then believe God 
cares for thee, even for thee, and loves thee with an 
everlasting love. Thy name is graven on the palms 
of His hands, and when those hands are stretched 
out to protect and to bless, thou canst not be for- 
gotten. When others scorn thee. He smiles upon 
thee. When the storm is high and thy heart is 
overwhelmed. He is at hand to shelter and to 
succour thea Even when thy foot hath slipped 
and sin has come in. He will not cast thee away, 
but will gently rebuke thee and then graciously 
forgive and heaL 

But for your comfort remember anotJier point. 
God's care for thee reaches to the very least maiters. 
" The very hairs of your head are all numbered." 

With the Omniscient and All-wise there is 
nothing small or great. And on that which seems 
to us the smallest often the issue is the greatest. 
The falling of a leaf, the flight of a bird, a casual 
meeting, a whispered remark, a note of music, a 
letter from a friend, may change the whole current 
of life, and for weal or woe may aflfect every 
moment of our future. Therefore be persuaded 
that nothing is too small for a Father's eye and a 
Father's love. Bring God into everything. The 
very least anxiety that weighs upon you yoxi may 
roll upon Him. He will not despise it. The very 
least ache or pain of mind or body is a part of His 
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loving discipline, and will do its work the better 
if brought to Him. The heavmg of a sigh, the 
dropping of a tear, the unuttered desire and long- 
ing of the heart He marks and considers. Be as a 
little child with your Heavenly Father. Eejoice 
that with filial confidence you may bring all that 
concerns you to the mercy-seat. Your home trials, 
petty annoyances from those about you, the wearied 
frame, a nervous temperament, something in. the 
house or in the school or the playground that dis- 
turbs your peace, and yet that you have reckoned 
scarcely important enough to name on your knees, 
tell it out in a Father's ear, and leave it to His 
merciful and wise ordering. 

"Just to leave in His dear hand, little things, 
All we cannot understand, all that stings. 
• « • • • • » 

This is all, and yet the way 

Marked by Him who loves thee best : 

Secret of a happy day, 

Secret of His,promised rest." — F. R. H. 
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XLIV. 
THE FADED LEAF. 

** We all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have 
taken us away." — Jsa. Ixiv. 6. 

Walking along the street in Cambridge which runs 
past the principal colleges, my eye followed the 
constantly flowing rivnlet which runs down by its 
side. And as I looked I thought I saw something 
of a parable of Cambridge life. I noticed a faded 
leaf carried along by the current, and it seemed to 
me something of an illustration of the above ^ text, 
and also a picture of what is too often seen at the 
University, Many a young fellow comes up in the 
brightness and comparative innocence of early youth, 
but ere he leaves it the beauty and glory of his life 
is gone, and he is rapidly carried away by the influ- 
ences of evil that are so strong around him. 

Let me give an example. Between forty and fifty 
years ago a young man went up to Peterhouse, clever, 
well disposed, and in every way one of whom much 
might have been expected. For the first three terms 
he did well, but his staying up for the long vacation 
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proved a great injury to him. A young fellow of a 
different stamp had rooms close by him, and gradu- 
ally drew him into evil courses. He fell, and he fell 
rapidly. Headlong he rushed into every kind of sin. 
Drunken brawls were heard in his room, and outside 
the College he plimged into darker haimts of eviL 
Very soon he was compelled to leave the University, 
and all his fair hopes of a bright and honourable 
course were gone for ever. It was just the faded 
leaf on the stream. And when his uncle, who was 
then one of the most eloquent preachers in our 
Church, shortly afterwards preached at Great St. 
Mary's, from the words, " He that walketh with 
wise men shall be wise, but a companion of fools 
shall be destroyed," he drew such a picture of the 
downward path of a young man caught in the snare 
of bad company that there was scarcely a dry eye in 
the whole church, and not a few could tell the sad 
cause of his special earnestness. 

Who can tell out all the sorrow and the loss, the 
broken health, and it may be to a parent the broken 
hearty besides the lifelong issues of hindrance and 
difficulty, and perhaps poverty and want, that come 
from hearkening to the voice of the tempter ? 

I remember a remarkable picture I once saw. It 
was called, " They had been boys together." But 
one had risen and the other had sunk, from some 
such cause as I have spoken of, and now the one 
was fain to seek some scanty alms from the one 
with whom he had played as a lad. 
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Even when a timely repentance leads one who 
has fallen to retrace his steps, yet many of the sad 
results of the past clog his steps. " Oh, what rocks 
and stones I have put in my own way ! " was the 
sorrowful confession of a youth who was striving to 
pick his way through a host of troubles and tempta- 
tions which his previous conduct had put in his path. 

Very earnestly would I entreat you to be on your 
watch in the matter of purity. With many a lad 
it is one-half the battle they have to fight. 

Thank God, there is a White Cross Army, a band 
of young fellows who are knit together in a steadfast 
purpose to resist all that is unchaste and impure in 
word and deed, and to forward everything that makes 
for purity amongst others. 

But, alas ! there is a Black Cross Army too — 
seducers, defilers, polluters of themselves and others, 
destroyers both of body and soul, laying hold of the 
young and inexperienced and dragging them down 
to the same abyss of evil with themselves. 

I pray you take the right side. " Flee youthful 
lusts." Stand fast in spite of evil companions and 
of low desires that arise from within. " Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 

But what is your safety ? How may you surely 
avoid such dangers ? We might find it in the words 
of Paul to Timothy, "Jtfy sorij he strong in the (/race 
that is in Christ Jesus." 

If you would not be the sport of temptation, and 
lose dl the brightness of an upright and holy life, 
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here is to be the ground of your confidence. Let 
your sole dependence be on the King of grace. Lean 
not on yourself, your resolutions, your characfter, 
or on anything about you, but lean on the Lord 
Jesus as your pillar of strength, and as the arm of 
your defence. He gives pardon and power. He 
freely forgives through His Sacrifice, and then 
mightily upholds and strengthens the heart in His 
fear and love. 

Let your cJiosen associates he the men of grojce. 
Give a very wide berth to all doubtful characters. 
If a lad by word or deed shows that he is set on 
evil, whosoever chooses his society do you eschew 
it. But where you find those whose lips are dean, 
and whose life is pure, and who wish to ascend an 
upward path, make them your friends, and so do 
your utmost to stand firm against all the foes of 
your faith. 

Nor forget one other point. Look upwards for 
the Spirit of grace. He will make you strong in 
will and persevering in action as to that which is 
according to the will of God. Let but the Holy 
Ghost dwell within you in power and you will be 
no faded leaf, carried away* by the force of evil, but 
you will be a good soldier, a mighty warrior on the 
side of truth and godliness. You will fight a good 
fight and win a glorious crown; and when your 
warfare is accomplished here you will receive a 
joyful welcome from your Captain on the further 
shore. 
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XLV, 
THE FEAR OF MAN. 

** The fear of man bringeth a snare ; but whoso putteth his trust 
in the Lord shall be safe."— Prov. xzix. 25. 

The fear of man is a deadly foe to a godly, con- 
sistent life. It stops many a one on the very 
threshold of the kingdom. It turns back many a 
one who seemed to run well It mars the useful- 
ness and stays the progress of not a few true ser- 
vants of the Lord. We are told by Solomon here 
that " it bringeth a snare ; " yea, and a hundred 
snares it sets for the feet of unwary pilgrims. 
Qn this account even Abraham more than once 
was guilty of deceit in the matter of Sarah, and 
Isaac failed in the very same way. Most probably 
through fear of ofifending his young companions 
EeTioboam lost the best part of his kingdom. 
Through fear of Jezebel Elijah fled into the wilder- 
ness. Through fear of a maid- servant Peter denied 
the Lord whom he loved, and for fear of the 
soldiers the rest of the disciples forsook Christ in 
His hour of sorest need. Through fear of the 
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Jews Pilate gave up Christ to be scourged and to 
be crucified, though he knew Him to be innocent. 
And the same evil is ever at work in the Church. 
In India at the present day thousands are con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity who yet for 
this reason dare not confess themselves on the 
Lord's side. 

Let me particularly point out two evils that 
directly spring from this source, and that perhaps 
are found nowhere more clearly at work than in 
a Public School. 

The fear of man often leads to downright positive 
sin. Take a lad who is easily led any way by those 
about him. He may have been well brought up, 
and would naturally shrink from sins which some 
others glory in. But he • is so linked with young 
companions that he dare not go against them. So 
it often comes to pass that a moral, well-intentioned 
youth falls into the most grievous evil He may 
practise deceit and lying ; he may join in schemes 
that bring trouble and suffering on those far better 
than himself ; he may waste time that is worth more 
to him than gold and silver; he may lose his 
character for honesty ; he may act a part so cruel 
and hard-hearted that in God's sight he may be* no 
better than a murderer. This, and much of a like 
kind, may arise from this noxious root of man's 
fear. 

It is this which often keeps a lad from confessing 
at once a fault that he has committed. In this way 
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a fault of a comparatively trifling character becomes 
the parent of innumerable petty artifices and of a 
long course of equivocation and double-dealing. 
Through fear of a slight punishment or reproof a 
lad cloaks and hides the evil till his character is 
permanently injured by it. 

The fear of man keeps hack many a lad from 
decision for Christ Conscience has been touched ; ' 
the voice of the Good Shepherd has been heard 
within; to be a true Christian is seen to be the 
only safe and happy course. It may be this is 
the case at Confirmation, or after a sickness or great 
sorrow, or when he has come in the way of some 
earnest and faithful preacher of the truth. 

Thus he is more than half inclined to cast in his 
lot with the people of God, and to come out boldly 
on the Lord's side. But this stumbling-block crosses 
his path. He has an elder brother or a school com- 
panion who may hold him up to ridicule if he is too 
particular. So he will not take up his cross. He 
is afraid to be found on his knees or with an open 
Bibla He hides his religion for a season; then, 
when his former impressions have died away, he 
gives it up altogether, and is much further from the 
kingdom of God than he was before. 

Is this the case with any one who reads these 
pages ? Are you kept back from a decided course ' 
by the thought of another ? Are you afraid of con- 
fessing Christ, of standing up for truth and right- 
eousness, of a faithful word in reproof of sin ? 
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But why should you be ? 

A bold and consistent Christian course will soon 
secure you the respect of those whose good opinion 
is worth having. If others laugh or scorn, let them 
do so. The worst they can do will not really harm 
you. Think of the words of Christ In warning 
you not to fear your fellow-sinners, see how He puts 
Himself before you as the One who will be sure to 
befriend you. 

" I say unto you, my friends, Be not afraid of 
them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn you 
whom ye shall fear : Fear Him, which after He 
hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I 
say unto you, Fear Him" (Luke xii 4, 5). 

Eeniember, too, the noble words of Luther when 
all the power of authority in Europe was leagued 
against him, and he had the courage to stand firm 
in the truth — 

" God's Word, for all their craft and force, 
One moment will not linger, 
But spite of hell shall have its course ; 
'Tis written by His finger. 
And though they take our life, 
Goods, honour, children, wife, 
Yet is their profit small ; — 
These things shall vanish all, 
The city of God remaineth." 
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XLVI. 
THE SNARE OVERCOME, 

** 1, even I, am He that comf orteth you : who art thou, that thou 
shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man, 
that shall be made as grass ? " — Jsa. li 12. 

DuBiNG the Indian Mutiny, for many weeks the 
fort of Agra was exposed to great danger, and the 
garrison and many ladies and others within were 
daily anticipating an attack by the mutineers. 
Knowing the terrible cruelties practised by the 
rebels, the fear of what might happen was almost 
insupportable. But one day a torn leaf of a Bible 
was picked up within the fort on which the above 
words were found with their context. 

It seemed almost as a message from Heaven, sent 
to sustain and cheer them. The thought of God's 
comforting presence, and His mighty power to help 
and deliver, encouraged them exceedingly, and led 
them to look, for a happy issue out of their trouble. 
By-and-by the hope was realised. Succour came, 
and every cause for anxiety was soon after re- 
moved. 
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Let these words, my young brother, be a strength 
to you likewise. You may be sorely tried some- 
times by the reproach or opposition of others. You 
may now and then have to stand alone and to do 
your duty when it is hard and painful to do it. 
You may lose a friend through acting conscien- 
tiously, or bring down upon yourself a storm of 
ridicule or ill-will. But never mind. Here is your 
answer. " God is on my side ; why shall I fear ? 
Man is but for a day. Soon he becomes as the 
withering grass. Before many years he must die 
and pass away. But the Living God is my friend. 
He will plead my cause and take my part" 

** God with me in every place: 
Firmly doth the promise stand, 
On land or sea, with present grace, 
Still to aid me near at hand ; 
If you ask — * What comforts thee V 
It is this — God is with me." 

Cheer up, brother, don't mind rough words, or 
even rough deeds, if you keep a good conscience 
and look up for help to Him who made heaven 
and earth. 

Think of this. God Himself, the Lord of men 
and angels, the Lord of Providence and grace, He is 
very near thee, nearer than the one whom you dread ; 
nearer than the lad who loves to torment and plague 
you ; nearer than the one who sleeps next you in 
the same dormitory, or the boy who sits next you 
in the class. 

" Thou art near, Lord." " Neveitheless, I ami 
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continually with; thee." " I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me." 

Think of this also. JS^e is the God " that comforteth 
you" If others trouble and distress you, God can 
and will comfort. He will send you the Comforter. 
He will suggest promises and thoughts full of com- 
fort. When everything looks black and threatening, 
some ray of comfort and peace shall break through 
the clouds and send you on your way rejoicing. 

Then another thought. He has the hearts and 
ways of all men at His disposal. When He will, He 
can soften the hardest heart, and make the one who 
has pained you most to be your warmest supporter. 
Or, if He will, He can just give a turn to the wheel, 
and change the position of matters altogether. He 
can in some way remove out of the way the cause 
of your distress. He can give you a friend or com- 
panion whose society is a perfect treasure to you. 
He knows best how to bring your feet out of the 
net. Therefore, trust in Him and wait His time. 
« Look at Acts xii. At the beginning of the 
chapter the whole horizon is thick with clouds. 
James is slain ; Peter is in prison, and seems cer- 
tainly doomed ; the oppressor purposes to carry out 
his design, and there appears no power to with- 
stand. But prayer comes in. Believing, persever- 
ing, united prayer is offered, and all is changed. 
Peter is set free and escapes. The proud oppressor 
is eaten of worms and laid in the dust. The Word of 
God goes forth, and the Church increases and spreads. 
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Once more. See how God's heroes in all time 
have conquered this deadly foe. The fear of man 
is strong, but faith in God is stronger, and can 
enable the Christian to trample it under his feet. 

Moses braved the wrath of mighty Pharaoh, " for 
he endured as seeing Him who is invisible." 

David faced Goliath without trembling, because 
he knew that the Lord was his shield and buckler. 

Elijah was not afraid of Ahab, or of all the 
priests of Baal, or of the whole nation of Israel, 
when he stood alone on Mount CarmeL 

Daniel and his companions were not afraid of 
being cast to the lions or into the burning furnace, 
for they knew that God was mindful of His own, 
and could protect and save them. 

Stephen could look up to heaven with the face 
of an angel, though his enemies gnashed upon him 
with their teeth and the stones were quickly doing 
their deadly work. 

You, too, shall conquer by the power of faith. 
Only rely upon the power and the promise of 
Jehovah. Only look up, like Stephen, to see the 
Son of Man exalted to the Father's right hand. 
Fret not because you have thorns and briars to 
pass through. Fear not because the plans of the 
ungodly seem to prosper for a season. Hold fast 
your banner and let none pluck it out of your 
hand. Bejoice in the motto that stands out so 
plainly upon it — ^"If God be for us, who can* 

BE AGAINST VS V 
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XLVIL 
THE GOOD ANCHOR. 

** A good hope through grace."— 2 Thess, ii. i6. 

A STORM is at its height, and two ships under stress 
of the weather are driven toward the land. The 
one casts anchor, and thus is able to remain in 
safety until the violence of the storm is past. 
The other too casts anchor, but in vain. The 
anchor snaps, and the ship is driven upon the rocks, 
to the total loss of the cargo and of the lives of the 
sailors. 

Alas for the sailor that has a bad anchor in the 
day when the tempest is high 1 Alas for the soul, 
the anchor of whose hope fails when most it is 
needed ! But it is a blessed thing to have a good 
hope, a sure hope, a hope that will never make 
ashamed. It is that of which St. Paul speaks in 
his Epistle to the Thessalonians, and it is that which 
is also spoken of in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
" Which hope we have as anchor of the soul both 
sure and steadfast " (Heb. vi. 1 9). 

It is well for every one to prove and try the 
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character of his hope. As there are " proving 
houses " and " testing houses " where anchors and 
iron chains and cables are carefully tried before 
they are sent to sea, so we must take heed to our- 
selves, and see whether the. hope we cherish will 
abide in the hour of death and judgment. 

But how may you know ? What is that good 
hope that will hold fast and never fail you ? 

A good hope always begins on self-despair. We 
never find true hope in God till we discover we 
have no hope and no help in ourselves. A lad 
perhaps had great ideas of himself and his own 
powers. He could break the chain of his own sin, 
and could easily live a high and noble and Christian 
life. But he finds out his mistake. He fails again 
and again. Like Peter he promises great things, 
but he does not perform. Then God teaches him 
His own weakness, his guiltiness in the sight of a 
holy law, and all self-resources fail. Then another 
light bursts upon him. He learns where true help 
is to be found, and secures a hope that grows 
stronger and stronger as days roll on. 

Have you, my young friend, begun here ? .Have 
you cast aside all thoughts of your own wisdom, 
goodness, and strength? Have you trodden self 
underfoot that you may find all your help in God*? 

A good hope reds on the sure word of God. " I 
have a good hope because of Thy word " (Ps. cxix. 
8 1, P. B. Version). A good hope can only rest 
on this foundation. What God hath spoken will 
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stand fast for ever, whilst everything else partakes 
of the frailty and uncertainty of this life. If you 
want a good hope, learn to put your finger on 
chapter and verse for what you believe and expect. 
Make sure that it is in accordance with the revealed 
will of God. God is faithful and true, both in His 
threatenings and in His promises, and in due 
season they shall all be made good. Therefore rest 
here and you are safe. Be well grounded in the 
doctrines of Holy Scripture. Let all your confidence 
arise from this source. Then your hope will be a 
good hope, for it will have a good foundation. 
Though heaven and earth pass away, though heart 
and flesh fail, yet the man who reposes on the truth 
of God shall stand firm on the rock and shall never 
be moved. 

A good hope is that which glories only in the grace 
of God through Christ, It is " a good hope through 
grace'^ Not through human merit, or works, or 
self-improvement, or repentance, or anything of 
the kind. It comes through the free, undeserved, 
unbought goodness and loving-kindness of God. 
" The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord" (Eom. vi. 23, Eevised Version). 

True it is, that you could never enjoy this good 
hope e;xcept through toil and suffering and pain and 
death. But it is that of your Surety, the Lord 
Jesus, and not anything of your own. Your part 
is but to own your need, and to take by faith the 
unspeakable benefit that through His work of 
atonement comes to you. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2i6 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

•* Nothing have I, Lord, to pay, 

Nor can Thy grace procure ; 
Empty Bend me not away, 

For I Thou know'st am poor. 
DuBt and ashea is my name, 

My all is sin and misery ; 
Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 

Thy blood was shed for me.'* 



A good hope enters within t/ie veil, and takes hold 
of our greai Melchtzedeh-Priest. Just as the anchor 
lies out of sight whilst it holds fast the ship, so 
our hope passes beyond all seen and present 
objects, and grasps the hand of our exalted and 
glorified High Priest (Heb. vi. 19, 20). 

A good hope is ever fixed on Christ, " able to 
save to the uttermost," because ever living to make 
intercession for us. Amidst all doubts and dis- 
tresses you must look unto Him. He pleads with 
authority as the Son of God. He pleads with 
efficacy, for His blood is ever precious. He pleads 
with sympathy, for by experience He knows our 
griefs and temptations. And he pleads with never- 
failing success, for no soul is ever lost who humbly 
trusts in Him. 

Thank God for ever, for our merciful and faithful 
High Priest ! He makes reconciliation for sin. He 
succours the afflicted (Heb. ii. 17, 18). He 
mingles our unworthy prayers with the "sweet 
incense" of His meritorious work. He will not 
fail thee, brother, if only thine eye is upon Him 
and thy hope toward Him. 
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A good hope is that which purifies the soul, 
" Every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth 
himself even as He is pure " (i John iii. 3), 

Holiness of life is no ground for our hope, but it 
is the sure result of it. It is no foundation to rest 
upon, but it is that which proves its truth and 
reality. Where there is a good hope, the Spirit of 
God dwells, and thei^e the fruit of the Spirit will be 
found. Where there is a good hope, there is " faith 
that worketh by love," and such faith cannot be idle 
or destitute of obedience and good works. Every 
hope that does not lead to watchfulness in the daily 
walk, bridling the tongue, and efforts to do good to 
others, — every such hope is a delusion and a sham, 
and will prove the ruin of the soul that depends 
upon it. 

What sort of an anchor is thine, brother ? If a 
lad one, cast it away, and get a letter lefore the storm 
comes tJiat will try every maris hope of what sort 
it is. 
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XLVIIL 
THE MIDNIGHT CRY. 

"Behold the bridegroom ! Oome ye forth to meet him." — Matt, 
zxv. 6 (Revised Version). 

The scene to which these words refer stands out in 
bold relief before us. It is an Eastern marriage, 
and, as usual, at night. To the marriage-festival 
ten young maidens are invited. They accept the 
invitation, and go forth to the wedding. The 
bridegroom has gone to the house of the bride, 
and the guests- tarry by the wayside until he 
returns, bringing the bride and her friends with 
him in the procession. But there is delay and a 
time of waiting. In the warm Eastern clime the 
maidens become drowsy, and resting in some quiet 
spot, sleep overtakes them. But soon the cry is 
heard — " Behold the bridegroom ! " and they hastily 
awake. They trim their lamps and prepare to join 
the procession and enter the banqueting-chamber 
with the rest. But with five of their number a 
fatal error has been committed. They have made 
no provision for delay, and their torches or lamps 
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are just going out for lack of oil, and they have 
none with which to replenish them. In vain they 
seek a remedy. First they apply, to their com- 
panions, and afterwards elsewhere, for a supply. 
But it is too late. The door is shut. No welcome, 
no wedding-feast for them! No bright joyous 
hours that night in company with the bridegroom. 
They had their chance, but they lost it. They 
may knock, they may plead, but their only 
answer is — "I know you not." So they must go 
back into the outer darkness, far away from the 
light and gladness of that festive scene. Whilst 
their companions are safe within, they are shut 
out, and must bear as best they can the loss and. 
the disappointment. 

The whole parable is a picture of the Church 
as it is now and as it will be in the day of the 
Master's coming. 

There is now a marvellous similarity between 
the true and the false — those who are Christ's and 
those who are not. Look at these virgins. They 
had been called to the feast and had accepted the 
invitation. In the same attire, each bearing her 
torch, they had alike come out to meet the bride- 
groom. All alike slumbered and slept during the 
time of delay. 

And have we not the parallel amongst our- 
selves ? The same Gospel is proclaimed to all, and 
many in a sense accept the call. They come 
to the house of God, they join in our Creeds, 
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and even draw near to the Lord's Table. They 
carry a certain moral and religious bearing and 
tone; they are free from open vice; they reckon 
themselves amongst the people of God, Yet is 
there a gulf between them as wide as that between 
heaven and hell. Some are bom of God, some are 
yet children of darkness. Some are journeying 
home to the Father's house ; some, in spite of all 
profession, are becoming more and more unfit for 
the abode of light and love. 

How is it with you ? Are you amongst the wise 
or foolish ? Are you saved in Christ, or yet in 
your sins ? Are you prepared for the great day, or 
yet leaving all to the chance of the future ? 

But what was the essential difference between the 
wise and foolish virgins ? It was not simply their 
failing to watch. It was something deeper. They 
had the torch, but no oil in the vesseL It was this 
which sealed their doom, and shut them out from 
the joy of the feast. 

And what is the essential difference between the 
saved and the unsaved ? It is a heart void of the 
Spirit. It is the lack of true inner grace. There 
may be the name to live, but there is none of the 
life of faith and love which the Spirit brings. As 
it is written, " If any man hath not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His " (Eom. viii. 9), 

You may have everything but this; you may 
have all Christian privileges, good training, a godly 
home ; you may be kind and amiable, and carry a 
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name for serious attention to religion. But have 
you the Spirit ? Have you something of a spiritual 
mind? Have you the Spirit making you shrink 
from evil, and drawing your heart upwards to 
God? 

One day this will be made plain. The cry will 
be heard, " Behold the Bridegroom ! " 

Advent after Advent quickly passes by. Still 
nearer comes that day. The Lord cannot much 
longer delay. Though centuries have elapsed since 
He told of it, yet the Word is sure. Each event 
hastens it forward. The witness for His truth and 
the spread of error are both signs of His coming. 

Brother, be ready for that time! When the 
great clock of eternity has struck — who shall turn 
it back ? 

" Then, my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that great day ! 
wash me in Thy precious blood 
And take my sins away." 
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XLIX. 

"READ, MARK, LEARN.'' 

Our Eeformers found no Collect in the ancient ser- 
vice-books bearing on the study of Holy Scripture, 
and they did well in preparing one. And, perhaps, 
scarcely one of the Collects they have given to us is 
more helpful. It tells of the loving-kindness that 
gave us the Book, It tells of the spirit in which 
we should hear and read it. It tells of the end 
we should have in view in the study of it. 

" Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scrip- 
tures to be written for our learning, grant that we 
may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that by patience and com- 
fort of Thy Holy Word we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

Mark the steps in the study of Scripture. 

" Mear them" " Hei that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear." Never let a listless spirit lead you to 
hear as though you heard not. Be as a listener at 

40th Sunday.] 
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the feet of Jesus whenever the Word is read or 
spoken. 

"Head.** You must read for yourself. Let no 
day pass without your reading carefully a few verses. 
Eead punctually day by day. Bead systematically. 
Eead through a whole Gospel or Epistle. Bead till 
you are well acquainted with the whole Bible. 

" Mark." Take note of what you read. Put, if 
you will, a mark against special passages, but at 
least beware of " the veil of custcwnariness " — letting 
the eye wander over the page without any definite 
impression, in the mind. From each passage you 
read it is well to single out one verse or sentence 
to lay up in your heart for meditation. 

" Learn/* Exercise the memory in the Word of 
God. Learn by heart selected portions, and thus 
make them your own for life (Ps. xxv. ; Matt. v. 
I -1 6; John xv. ; Eph. vi, are invaluable for this 
purpose). 

" Inwardly digest" Turn over in your mind what- 
ever you read. Compare one part with another, and 
apply all you read to your own circumstances. Let 
it remind you of your faults and shortcomings. Let 
it lead you to the source of all grace and help. 

Thus you search the Scriptures with profit The 
lessons you learn will help you in every temptation 
and trouble through which you pass. 

But the Collect points out in a striking way the 
final purpose we should have in the study of it. 
" That ... we may embrace and ever hold fajst the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



224 YOUR SUNDAYS. 

blessed hope of everlasting life which Thou hast given 
to vsin our Saviour Jems Christ!^ 

la there not here something of a parable ? You 
see a ship cast upon the rocks. Those on board are 
in imminent peril of their lives. But by means of 
a rocket a rope reaches the shipwrecked man. The 
means of safety are put into his hand. If he can 
but grasp and hold fast the rope he may escape 
to shore and his life be preserved. 

Through the guilt and power of sin all men are 
liable to condemnation and death. They may sink 
in the deep waters and perish for ever. But in 
Holy Scripture the rope is cast out. The offer of 
salvation in Christ is made to all men. The invita- 
tion is free, and whosoever will may find pardon 
and life. 

BaJt the rape must he seized and held tight. We 
must *' embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope." 

But how may you do this? The Holy Spirit 
will teach you through the Word» First you need 
a simple, hearty faith. You must know your lost 
condition, and place yourself in the Saviour's hands. 
You must look to Him freely to forgive you through 
His blood all that is past, and to bestow upon you 
the presence and power of His good Spirit. You 
must give Him credit for being as good as His 
word, and rely upon His sure promise. In thus 
acting you lay hold of the rope. You embrace by 
faith the glorious salvation provided in the Gospel. 
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But never forget that you must ever hold fast. 
There are sure to be many things that will come in 
your way. There are enemies about who strive to 
pluck the rope out of your hand. You may meet 
with no little reproach and ridicule if you are 
thorough and true as a Christian ought to be. The 
habits of school life are not always favourable to a 
godly walk. Temptations of the flesh may arise, 
and possibly sometimes no little darkness may cloud 
your sky ; but seek patience. Quiet, patient endur- 
ance is the path to victory. And the comfortable 
words of Holy Scripture will always help you. 

Even if you have fallen^ never despair. Bise up 
again, and you shall yet be . more than conqueror 
through Christ You shall hold on and hold fast 
till trial and temptation are passed, and you receive 
the crown of glory that belongs to every faithful 
warrior. ** Be thoa faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." 
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ABIDE IN CHRIST. 

" Now, little children, abide in Him ; that when He shall appear 
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at Hia 
coming.'* — i John ii. 28. 

I CAN quite understand li6w some lad might rather 
turn away from such a title as Johij here gives the 
disciples. You are buoyant and strong, and ready 
to face diCBculties, and are afraid of no one. So 
you rather would reckon yourself to be a man than 
amongst " little children." I am quite aware that 
there is a right sense in which you may be told to 
** act as a man," yet never forget that the Divine 
Teacher calls upon every disciple to become as a 
child. And even for the strongest and heartiest 
lad, is there not a pleasure now and then in becom- 
ing as a little child again with an earthly parent ? 
When suffering pain, or in a real trouble, or after a 
sore disappointment, is it not a relief to unbend by 
your mother's side, and almost imagine you have 
gone back some five or ten years to the time when 
you were quite young ? 

60th Sunday] 
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Now, this is what we want, ever to be with the 
Lord Jesus. Even till old age it is a blessed thing 
to come to Him with the humility and trustfulness 
of a child, and to leave ourselves in His mighty 
and faithful keeping. This is that to which John 
calls us. It is a good thing to come to Him at 
first ; it is still better to cleave to Him and abide 
in Him even to the end. In doing this, remember 
three points — 

I. Abide in Christ's word. " If ye abide in My 
word, then are ye truly My disciples " (John viii. 
32, Eevised Version). It is a saying of Lord 
Bacon's that "the Scripture is written to the 
thoughts of men in all ages, and with a foresight 
of all the different circumstances of the Church, 
and of each member of it." Very especially is 
this the case with the Word spoken by Christ and 
by His Apostles through His Spirit Therefore 
study that Word, and abide in the faith of it. 
Search and see where that Word meets your 
thoughts and your position. And each day lay 
hold on some precious gem of truth that shall 
nerve and strengthen you in your Christian life. 

II. Abide beneath the cross of Christ. What do 
I mean by this ? It is very plain. Trust only 
and always in the sacrifice of Christ as the answer to 
every accusaiion of conscience. Be honest with God 
about your sins. Abhor all excuses. Take shame 
for each, small and great, before the mercy-seat 
Be determined at all costs to give up anything 
you know to be wrong. Then believe without 
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a doubt that the blood of Christ fully cleanses 
you from them. Thus you stand beneath the 
shelter of the cross, and there learn both to hate 
sin, and to rejoice that it is completely put away 
out of God's sight. 

III. Abide in fellowship and communion with 
Sim. These words of St. John go back to the 
teaching of our Lord in John zv. He is as the 
Vine-stem and we the branches. And as each 
branch can only live and grow and bear fruit by 
its union with the stem, so the Christian can only 
live truly by cleaving to Christ. Severed from 
Him you can do nothing. Forsake Christ, give 
tip faith and prayer, and your soul will be as a 
withered and dried branch. Without keeping near 
to Him it is impossible to resist sin, to think or 
act aright, or to bear any fruit for His glory. 
Therefore trust much, pray much, and you shall 
be as a " fruitful bough " laden with rich clusters. 
You shall be holy and happy and useful. And 
when Christ comes again, it will be to your ex- 
ceeding joy. He will acknowledge your faith and 
reward your service. He will own you as one of 
His own, and set you on His right hand and give 
you the eternal inheritance. 

But what a contrast will then appear in the case 
of those who had only the outward profession 
without the reality ! 

The wilful sinner, the hollow professor, the hearer 
of the Word who is not a doer, the deceiver, the 
backslider, the hypocrite, the unpardoned and un- 
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saved, — these all will be ashamed in the light of 
that day. But abiding in Christ now, you will 
rejoice. You will have boldness and confidence 
before Him. You know that He is your Saviour 
and your friend, and that He will receive you to 
Himself. You will lift up your head and say — 
" This is my Friend, my King, my God. He has 
heard my prayers, washed away my sins, and given 
me His Spirit For many a day I have been an 
outdoor servant, doiiig His work in the world. Now 
I shall go and serve within His palace and share His 
glory for ever," 
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LT. 

RICHES THROUGH CHRISrS POVERTY. 

It seems a strange thing that the two emblems of 
redemption should be a manger and a cross. Yet 
sp it is. The one shows the depth of Christ's humilia- 
tion at His birth, the other at His death. And over 
both the eye of faith, enlightened by His Spirit, 
may read such words as these — " Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesm Christy thai though He was rick, 
yet for your sokes He became poor, that ye through 
His poverty might be rich " (2 Cor. viii. 9). 

Behold in this passage two ladders. By the one 
you see the Son of God stooping to become the Son 
of man, and as such taking up our heritage of 
sorrow, suffering, and death. 

By the other you see man rising from depths 
of sin and woe to become the child of the living 
God, and as such to receive an inheritance of peace, 
life, and glory. Look at both sides. 

It is not often seen on earth — a rich man giving 
up wealth and becoming poor for the sake of others. 
Occasionally, however, we see something akin to it. 
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An emperor has been known to leave his throne 
and to work in a dockyard that he might raise his 
people. A father has been known to give up his 
own comfortable home and live in comparative 
poverty that he might save a son from the exposure 
of his dishonest practices. 

But far, far beyond all possible comparison was 
the self-sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. 

Think how rich was Christ in His glory with the 
Father. Think of the honour which was His due. 
All the angels of God worshipped Him. Cherubim 
and Seraphim adored Him — "Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Hbsts" (see John xii. 41). 

Take your flight in imagination to the most dis- 
tant realms of God's universe, and there the Son of 
God was adored by the highest intelligences. 

He was rich as the heir of all things. All things 
were made by Him and for Him. You say a 
monarch is rich who has a kingdom of unbounded 
wealth beneath his sway. But the Son of God 
could claim this world and all worlds as His. Not 
a planet, not a distant star, nor one of those count- 
less bodies in the deep azure sky, but owned Him 
as its Lord and King. 

He was rich in the Father^ s love. " The Fathe? 
loveth the Son." "This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." Oh, what a treasure of 
joy was this to Christ ! And all this had been His 
from eternity. None can iinagine or describe the 
majesty, the glory, the wealth of possession, of love, 
of joy that pertained to Him ere the world was. 
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Yet all was laid aside. He was rich, yet he hecame 
poor. 

Was He, high in honour f He stooped to become 
the child of a Galilean peasant He was despised 
and rejected of men. At His birth no room was 
found for Him in the village caravansera. At His 
death He was treated as a criminal of the lowest 
class and nailed to a cross. 

Was He rich as the possessor of all things ? While 
here below He had nothing of His own. He was 
nourished as an infant at His mother's breast, and 
in later days supplied by the alms of those who 
followed Him. He knew the meaning of hunger 
and thirst. Oft-times he had not where to lay His 
head At last they laid Him in another's tomb. 

Was He hehyved of His Father i On earth they 
hated Him without a cause. Though His whole 
life was spent for others, yet envy, jealousy, malice 
tracked every footstep. His friends forsook Him, 
and His enemies even after death pursued Him 
with bitter hatred. Even the Father withheld for 
a season the light of His countenance, so that for the 
moment He seemed forsaken both of God and man. 

And for what did He stoop to all this ? Why 
did He become thus poor ? It was for our enrich- 
ing. It was to raise man from soul-poverty and to 
give Him possession of the true riches. 

For the riches which Christ imparts are the only 
true riches. Business may prosper, wealth may 
flow in through various channels, men may have an 
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interest in mines, estates, government securities, and 
the like. But these may grow valueless, or we may 
be unable to find pleasure in the possession of them. 

But in Christ is gold tried in the fire, a treasure 
that never faileth, and whose possession gives ever- 
more true and abiding joy. And in whatsoever 
Christ was poor, in that we receive the correspond- 
ing riches. 

For the shame and contempt He endured He 
gives the highest honour, a place in the family of 
-the Great King, and thus the once degraded sinner 
becomes one of the nobility of heaven. 

For the loss of all things we gain all things. We 
become heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
" All things are yours." 

For the hatred poured upon Christ, unchangeable, 
eternal love. The love of the Father, the love of 
Christ, the love of the Spirit, the love of every angel 
in heaven and every saint in glory — all are ours in 
Christ. 

For the sorrows which Christ bore comes to man 
a portion of true, lasting joy^ a song of gladness 
that never ceases, a river, yea, rivers of pleasure 
for evermore. 

Oh the poverty of a soul without Christ ! In 
less than half an hour every earthly thing may 
be yours no longer, and all beyond a dark, dark 
blank! 

Oh the riches untold that belong to the soul 
that comes to Him and cleaves to Him! For 
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Christ Himself, His favour/ His white robes. His 
everlasting lov6, His anointing, His glorious king- 
dom — these are thine through all the ages to 
come. 

Art thou poor or rich, brother ? Oh seek to be 
rich indeed ! Be not content without a Saviour's 
grace ! Ask Him to fulfil in thee the purpose of 
His coming. Let this Christmas season be the 
brightest and best you have ever had Learn to 
know Him who gives it all its glory. Then learn 
like Him to sacrifice thyself for others, and to have 
a spirit ever alive to the wants and woes of suffer- 
ing humanity. 
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LIT. 
THE WORK OF LIFE. 

" I must work the works of Him that sent Me while it is day ; 
the night cometh, when no man can work." — John ix. 4. 

A FRIEND was passing by the entrance-gate of a 
cemetery in Italy. Over it he saw words worth 
remembering — " Hodie mihi, eras tibi,** " My lot 
to-day, yours to-morrow." It is a truth that comes 
home to ns, especially as another year draws on 
to its close* In man's constitution there is a 
strange power of putting out of sight the thought 
of our latter end. Perhaps in a measure this 
is well. If we had always a vivid recollection 
of the nearness of death, it might unfit us for 
doing life's work as heartily and joyfully as we 
otherwise do. Nevertheless this facility for put- 
ting the thought of death aside needs to be 
corrected and supplemented by a sober, wise 
estimate of what life really is, of its purpose, 
and of the constant care needful for using it 
aright. We should often recall the fact that 
the time is shorty and that life at its best is 
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always uncertain. The motto already named may 
remind us of this. " My lot to-day, yours to- 
morrow." To-day you may see a few mourners 
carrying with them the remains of one very dear 
to them J to-morrow a similar company may leave 
your door, and you may be the one to be left 
behind in the silent grave. To-day you may pass 
a house where the blinds are down and where 
there lies one who has just passed away. To- 
morrow it may be in the street where you have 
lived and in the house cheered by your presence, 
and you the one around whom all their grief 
has centred. To-day* you may take the Times 
newspaper, and to your surprise notice the sudden 
death of one you saw not a week ago. To-morrow 
a friend of yours may take up the paper, and it 
is your name he sees in the same column. 

I don't wish this thought to cast one shadow of 
gloom over your young days. I am convinced that 
truth, whatever it be, can only be for good if used 
aright, and this very truth may gladden and brighten 
every day of your life, if it makes life more worthy 
of the name. 

Did you ever notice the two prayers of Moses in 
the Psalm (90th) which tells most of man's frailty ? 

He reminds us that " a thousand years are but 
as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the 
night." He reminds us that man is but as the grass 
which flourisheth and groweth up in the morning, 
and in the evening it is cut down and withereth. 
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Our threescore years and ten soon come to an end 
like a short reverie or tala Then amongst others 
he offers these two petitions : 

" So teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." "0 satisfy us 
early with Thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be 
glad all our days." 

Both are linked together. It is as if he would 
say : " Let the remembrance of life's short day lead 
us to seek for heavenly wisdom. That wisdom will 
lead us unto Thee. We shall walk in Thy fear. 
We shall taste Thy mercy. So will this short life 
of ours be filled with true rejoicing. All our 
days will be brightened with the sense of Thy 
presence as we journey on to Thee our Eternal 
Home." 

Act in the spirit of these prayers. Employ this 
short life to the very best advantage. Take a very 
high view of the possibilities of lasting blessing to 
yourself and others which it presents, and then 
strive that that blessing may never be forfeited 
through any fault of yours. 

Eemember the words of the Lord Jesus, and day 
by day act in the spirit of them : " I must work the 
works of Him that sent Me while it is day ; the 
night cometh, when no man can work." 

Is it full day with you? Is the sun shining 
overhead ? Is the darkness past ? Is it peace in 
the conscience? Is it the comfort of God's free 
favour received by faith in Christ? Can you look 
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upward to the bright heaven above you and hear a 
voice whispering within, "Abba, Father?" If you 
want life to be joyous and full of peace and useful* 
ness, take care that there be no cloud betwixt you 
and God, If sin has been kept back, if anything 
has been amiss, own it to your Father, and then 
doubt not that through Christ it is perfectly for- 
given, and that God regards you as one very near 
and dear to Him. 

If you remember these words of Christ you will 
be no idler, no mere camp-follower, but an earnest, 
diligent worker in everything you take in hand. 
"I must work," said- Christ, and so must you. 
" Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might." Let no grass grow under your feet. 
Let no rust be found upon your sword. Let no 
weeds grow in your garden. 

No, no, young friend. Wage war with sloth even 
to the death. Be a hero in the strife. Whether in 
the schoolroom, in the study, or in the playground, 
be A I, at least in your efforts to do the very best 
you can. 

Don't sink down to commonplace in anything. 
By hard, painstaking toil, plod on whether you have 
few talents or many, and it may be you shall reach 
the highest round of the ladder in your work or 
profession, and if you don't you will feel at least 
that you did your duty ; and no man can do more. 

Above all, if you want life to be no failure, but 
the very noblest possible, strive to catch the spirit 
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of our Lord's working. Not only work, but " work 
the works of Him that sent you." 

Desire, like Christ, to glorify God in the world. 
Seek great things, but not for yourself, that you may 
be rich, and honoured, and praised by man, but seek 
great things for God, to exalt Him, to spread His 
kingdom, and to do good to as many as you can. 
Put your feet in the steps of Him who never 
thought of Himself, but ever went about doing good. 
And forget not the mighty power of prayer. By 
earnest supplications for the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit, you will be able to walk after the 
pattern and example of Christ. 

Living thus, for you there is no night. While 
you live Christ is with you, when you have finished 
your work you will be with Christ. Such will be 
real life here, and life evermore in His kingdom. , 

*' In the way of righteousness is life ; and in the 
pathway thereof there is no death" (Prov. xii. 28). 



THE END. 
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^Nine ChcipUrs of the Gospel of St. John. With a Sketch of 
the Author^ s Life and Character^ by Professor BALFOUR^ 
and a Portrait. PostZvo. ys.6d. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



James Nisbet and Co. 



^ItltUtff ♦ The Messianic Enigma of the Forty-ninth Psalm, By 
JAMES STEVENSON BLACKWOOD^ D.D., LL,D,, late 
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Scenes. By HO RATI US BONAR, D.D. With Illustrations. 
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Professor STANLEY LEATHES, DJ),, Prebendary 
ROW, Professor J. RADFORD THOMSON, Right Rev, 
the Bishop of AMYCLA, and others. Crown Svo, 6s. 
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S^cliavxali : His Visions and His Warnings. By the late Rev. 
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By the Rev. GEORGE MATHESON, D,D., Author of 
" Moments on the Mount Jl* 6r*c. Crown Svo, 6s. 
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human mind for tkt doctrine ofCkrittiamty"—hTKBMM\jft. 
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Cectures on Subjects connecteb vcM\[ ZTatural 
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5or tlje Wovk of tlje ZninisttY : a Manual of Homi- 
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By the same Author, 
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** Ntver, perhaps^ has the argument for the doctrine been more clearly or exhaustively 
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5C translation of tlje ®Ib (Testament from ttje 
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FJi.S.E. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 
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LEA TILES, D,D.y Professor of Hebrew, King's College. Crown 
Svo. 6s. 
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tion of Christian Doctrine^ and an Examination of ^^Ecce 
Homo.'' By the Rev. H. SHEPHEARD, M.A. Post Svo, 6s, 
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Yale College. Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Clje ^Omilctic ^TTagasine* Published Monthly. Demy 
Svo. IS. Also in Half-yearly Volumes. 7s, 6d. 
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(Clfe HOYClI PreacIjCr : Being Lectures on Ecclesiasies. By 
the late Rev. JAMES HAMILTON, D.D. Cr. Svo. y. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

ZlTOSeS, K\{Z iTTan of (Bob : a Series of Lectures. 
Small Crown Svo, Jj. 

(Clje 2nount of 01ipes, arib ottjer Cectures on 

prayer. i6mo. is. 6d. 

A 2norning besibe tlje Cake of (Balilee^ i6mo. is. ed. 
(Elje iTTount of (DlvozSf ax(b A ZlTorning besibe 

tlje Cake of ©alilee. In One Vol. 2s. 6d. 

€if e in (EdtttCSt* 5/r Lectures on Christian Activity and 
Ardour. i6mo. is. 6d. 

(Clje Pearl of Parables: Notes on the Parableo/the 
Prodigal Son. i6mo. is.6d. 

Clje IDorb PreactjeJ)* Being sermons by the Rev. E. T. 
PRC/ST, M.A., Northampton. Demy Svo. 55. 

Clje 3nljeritors of tlje Kingbom : Being Expository 

Discourses on St. Matthew, v. 1-16. By the Rev. JOSEPH 
DUNCAN. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 

Select Hemains of ^s\a\ 3urns, D.D.f of the Free 

Church College y Glasgow. Edited by the Rev. J. C. BURNS. 
With a Memoir by the Rev. IV. G. BLAIKIE, D.D., New 
College^ Edinburgh. Post Svo. ys. 6d. 

(Elje iaVO of ^ellOVail X Lectures on the Decalogue. By the 
Rtv. J. MATTHEW. Crown Svo. 4s. 6d. 
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Abbresses Delbereb at tlje fiarly Celebration of 

^oIy (Communion Throughout a Mission held at HudderS" 
fieldy Liverpool^ Edinburgh^ London^ and other places. By the 
Rev, F. PIGOUy D,D., Vicar of Halifax. Crown Zvo. 2s. 

By the same Author, 

Abbresses to District Visitors <xx(b Svc((^(x\^ 

ScI^OOl tEeacI^ers, With a Preface by the Right Rev, the 
BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, Crown Zvo, 2s, 

AbbreSSeS* Delivered on Various Occasions, Crown Svo, 
3J. 6d, 

A Ztoble Pine ; or. Practical Thoughts on Our Lords Last 
Parable, By the Rev, f, J A CKSON WRA Y. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

By the same Author, 

Ctgljt from tl?e 0lb Camp ; or, Homespun Homilies. 
Crown Svo, $s, 

(Elje Corb'S Prayer : a series of Lectures, By the Rev. 
ADOLPH SAPHIR, B.A, Crown Svo, 5^. 

By the same Author, 
<L\\X\Si CrUCifieb* Lectures, Crown Svo. zs. td, 

** It is a great book in the theological sense ^ and contains a treasure 
iff genuine divinity ^ such as the thinkers of the Puritan age would have 
hailed with deffghtr^LiTEitAKV World. 

€arlY <£bUCation* Being the substance of Four Lectures De- 
livered in the Public Hall of the Collegiate Institute^ Liverpool, 
By W, H BAINBRIGGE, F,R,C,S, Crown Svo, is, 6d, 

€igl?t Cectures on Komanism, Ritualism, an^ 

Heoelation. By the Rev, W, APCA W, Crown Svo, 3^. 

€xeter i^all Cectures ♦ Delivered before the Young Meres 
Christian Association from 184^-46 to 1864-6^, In Twenty 
Volumes^ handsomely bound In Cloth. Price 4r. ecu:h volume^ 
or the complete sety £^, 
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tElje Criumptj of ^(X\i^* The substance of Addresses on 
the Book of Joshua. By STEVENSON A. BLACKWOOD, 
C,B, Small Crown Svo. 2S, cloth limp; 2s, 6d. boards. Cheap 
Edition, i6mo. is. 

By the same Author, 

^Z<XOZVX\ places* Addresses on the Book of Joshua. 
Small Crown Svo. 2J., cloth limpj 2s, 6d,y boards. Cheap 
Edition, i6mo, is, 

Cljc Siidbovo anJ) tlje Substance* Addresses on the 

Passover, Small Crown Svo, 2J., cloth limp; is, 6^/., 
cloth boards. Cheap Edition, i6mo, is, 

5orgipeness, Cife, anb (BlorY* smaii crown svo. 

2s,y cloth limp; 2S, 6</., cloth boards. Cheap Edition. 
i6mo, IS, 

Ctjings voiikii (Bob Ijatlj 3oine& Cogetljer* 

Addresses on Isaiah xlv, 21-25. Small Crown Svo, is, 

^eat)ertlY Aritljmetic* smaii crown 8m 2s. 6d., 

cloth ; 2s.y limp. 

Position anb progress : a New Series of Addresses, 
Small Crown Svo, is 

Cectures on <5reat TTim. By the Rev, Frederick 

MYERS^ late Incumbent of St John^s, Keswick, Crown Svo, s^- 

01b anb XiZXX) : Gems of Christian Authorship, By the Rev, 
H, BONARy DD,y Crown Svo, ^s, 

<Dur Cljristian Classics : Readings from the Best Divlms, 
With Notices Biographical and Critical, By the Rev. fAMES 
HAMILTON^ D.D., In Four Vols, Crown Svo, \6s. 
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BIOqRAPHlCAl(, 

2nemortaIs of tlje late ^taxiczs HiblcY ^acergaL 

By her Sister, MARIA V, G. HA VERGAL. With Portrait 
and other Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6s. Cheap Edition^ 
crown Bvo, is. Sd.y roan, y,; paper cover, 6d, 

prances Ht&ley f^aDcrgal — Ctje Cast tDeek* 

78/^ Thousand. 6d. Paper cover, 2d. 

Cetters of ^tanc^s HiblcY f)at)ergaU Hitherto Un- 

published. Edited by her Sister, MARIA V. G. HA VERGAL. 
Crown Svo. 5^. 

Clje Uncromneb Prince in Zsva(iU a Caim on a 

Neglected Grave. By the Rev. C. W. MACKENZIE. Crown 
Svo. is. 6d. 

Ctfe arib Cetters of tlje late 2lei)* 2lbolpl^e JTtonob, 

Pastor of the Reformed Church of France. By one of his 
Daughters. With Portrait. Crown Svo. 6s. 

Samuel (Bobat, Bisljop of ^avusaUm : His Life and 

Work. A Biographical Sketch, drawn chiefly from his own 
Journals. Translated and Edited by Mrs. PEREIRA. With 
I Portrait and Illustrations. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

j Clje Cife of 3ol?n (Borbon of parkljill anb pitlurg. 

By His Widow. With Portrait. Crown Svo. ^s. 

ZlTemoir of Captain p* VO. Stepl^ens, K^H*, late 

of ^.Zn.5. "Cljetis;* By B. A. HEY WOOD, M.A., Camb 
With Portrait and other Illustrations. Crown Svo. 6s, 

I " Very interesting and edifying Mr. Heywood has produced a book in which 

I there is not a dry page ; and he has Presented to the Christian Public the picture of a 

faithful and fervent Christian man.** — Church Missionary Intelligencer. 

Cljosen, Cljasteneb, Cromneb* a Memoir of mary 

SHEKELTON. With Portrait. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. 
"A most appropriate gift hook for OH invalid,'*— Record. 
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Clje ^XXSi €arl Cairns* Brief Memories of Hugh APCalmont^ 
First Earl Cairns, By Miss MARSH. Sixth Thousand. Crown 
Zvo, IS. 

By the same Author, 

inemorials of Captain feeble y Otcars, ^Zi\\ 

He^imcnt, With Portrait, Small Crown Zvo, y, 6d. 
Also a Cheaper Edition, is, dd, ; Paper Cover^ 6d, 

Cife of tlje Het)* Dr* iHarsIj, late Hector of 

Se&&incjton. With Portrait and other Illustrations. 
Post Zvo, los. Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 3^. 6d, 

(Clje Cife of 2irtljur Panbeleur, Znajor, Hoyal 

artillery. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d, 

Ctje DictorY IDon: a Brief Memorial of the Lose 
Days of G, R, Crown Svo, is, 6d, Paper Cover, 6d, 

Arcljibalb Campbell (Cait* a sketch of the Public Life 

of the late Archbishop of Canterbury, By A, C, BICKLEY. 
Second Edition, Crown Svo, 2s, 6d 

AutobiograpIjY of ^k^ ^^^- William Arnot, 

JTlinister of 5tee St. peter's (EE^urcE^, (Siasgoxv, and after- 
wards of the Free High Churchy Edinburgh; and a MEMOIR 
by his daughter, Mrs. A. FLEMING, Post Svo, 9J. 

Clje Cife of tl^e late 3^^^^ i^amilton, D*D*, 

5.C.S. By the Rev, WILLIAM ARNOT, With Portrait. 
Post 8vo, 7s. 6d, 

A 3iograpl?icaI Sketcl? of Sir ^enrY ^aozlock, 

K.C.S. ; By the Rev, WILLIAM BROCK, D,D, With 
Portrait. Crown Svo. 3J. M Cheaper Edition. \s. 6d. 
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21 2Hcmoir of ttje late Het)> VO. % i^eioitson, of 

2>irIeton. By the Rev. JOHN BAILLIE, D.D, With 
Portrait. Crown Svo, Ss, Cheaper Edition, is, 6d. 

By the same Author, 

^ ZlTcmoir of ^tbelaibe €♦ Zlemton* with Portrait. 

Crown Svo, 5^. Cheaper Edition^ 2s, 

Zncmoir of tlje late Kep* tDilliam £♦ 3urns, 

in. A., ZTlissionarY to (Ziiina, By the /ate Professor ISLA V 
BURNSy DJ),^ Glasgow, With Portrait, Small Crown Svo, 
y,6d. 

" Willuim Bums is one of the fern men of modem times who have carried the Christian 
idea into such active revelation in the lifct as would com^l^ even/rom the most sceptical^ a 
reluctant consent to the Divine Origin of the truths he taught and Uved by; and his 
memoir, written with rare tincerity and simplicity, must long live as a Mght specimen of 
true Christian biography,"~-CoiiTEMvovLAK\ Rbvibw. 

(Clje Story of Commander Allen (Barbiner, ^Xi. 

With Sketches of Missionary Work in South America, By 
JOHN W, MARSH, M,A., and the Right Rev, the BISHOP 
of the Falkland Islands, With Portrait and Maps, Crown 
8vo. 2S. 

ZlTemorials of 3^^^^ i^en^ersort; 7X1 J>., 5*H*C*S* 

€^xnbnvQiif ZHeWcal ITlissionarY to <£l\ina. With Portrait. 
Crown Svo. y. 6d. Ch^ap Abridged Edition, i6mo, is, 

inemoir of tlje late Hep* 3* 3* tOeitbrecIjt, late 

2Tli55ionarv of tl|c (Z.Zfl.S. in Scncjal, Compiled by his 
WIDOW from his Journal and his Letters, With a Preface 
by the late Rev. H. VENN, M,A, Crown %vo, 3J. (>d, 

Seeb^Cime in Kasljmir : a Memoir of wnuam y, Eimsiie, 

M.D., F.R.C.S.E., late Medical Missionary of the C.M.S. in 
Kashmir, By his WIDOW and Dr, W. BURNS THOMSON, 
Medical Missionary, Crown Svo. 4s. 6d. Cheaper Edition, is, 

passages in ttje Cife of an 3^^^^^ ZlTercljant* 

Being Memorials of Robert Brown, late of Bombay , Compiled by 
his Sister, HELEN COL VIN, Crown Svo, 5 j. W. 
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ZITemOrtalS Ot Cittic ZtOttY* a Biography of Nony 
Heywoodf who was the First Collector for the Bruey Branch of 
the Irish Society. By her MOTHER. With Preface by Miss 
HA VERGAI^ arid a Portrait. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 
" The great charm of the hooh is tit unmistakabU r«»iuff ."— Churchmam. 

Znemortals of a Quiet Zninistry* Being the ufe and 

Letters of the Rev. Andrew Milroy. By his Son, the Rev. 
ANDREW WALLACE MILROY, M.A,, Oxon. With Por- 
trait and other Illustrations. Crown Svo. y. 6d 

2Hemoir of ttje Hep* (5. tE> Do&l)s, of paris^ 

By Rev. HORA TIUS BONAR, D.D. Crown Svo. 6s. 

Select Kcmains of Z^la^ Burns, D^D^ of the 

Free Church College, Glasgow, Edited by Rev. JAMES C. 
BURNS. With a Memoir by Rev. W. G. BLAIKIE^ D.D.^ 
New College, Edinburgh. Post Svo. 7s* 6d 

ZHemorials of a Consccrateb Cife* By the Rev. 

WILLIAM LANDELS, pjD. Small Crown Svo. y. 

iTTemorials of 2Jgnes ^Ujabetlj 3^"^s* By her 

Sister, With Pot trait. Crown Svo, y, 6d, 

30Yf Ul SetDlCe* a sketch of the Ufe and Work of Emily 
Streatfeld. By her Sister, Crown Svo. is, 

71 Vflxssxonax\ of tlje ^JpostoHc ScljooL Being 

the Life of Dr, Judson, Missionary to Burmah, Revised and 
Edited by HORATIUS BONAR, D,D. Crown Svo, y.6d. 

(Cljc CittU Bugler of Hassassin. By Mrs, ballard. 

Square i6mo. 2s, Cheap Edition, Paper Cover, id, 

ZlTemoir of €U3abetlj ^X\, Abridged from the Larger 
Work, By her Daughter, Mrs, CRESS W^LL, With Portrait, 
Crown Svo, ^, 6d, 
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2nemotrs of Cljarles ^* Ctjastel be 3oinr)Ule* 

Compiled from his Journal and Letters, By the late THOMAS 
CONSTABLE. Author of ''Archibald Constable and his Literary 
Correspondents,^^ Crown Svo. 6s. 

2i' Cife of (Eonsecration* Memorials of Mrs. MARY 
LEGGE. By one of her Sons. Crown %vo. Ss.6d. 

Clje Cife anb Cetters of €li3abetl?, last Ductjess of 

(Sorbon. By the Rev. A. MOODY STUART, D.D. Author of 
" The Bible True to Itself ;' &»c. With Portrait. Small Crown 
Svo. $s. 6d. 

Cetters of Hutlj ^t\an. Edited by the Author of' Hand- 
fuls of Purpose.'' With a Preface by the Rev. A. MOODY 
STUART, D.D. Crown Zvo. 5^. 

Convict anb PictOtY: The Autobiography of the Authot of 
''The Sinner's Friend."" Edited by the Rev. NEWMAN 
HALL, LLB. Crown Zvo. 2s. 6d. 

^ 3rigl?t Cife* By Mrs. MACKENZIE. With Portrait 
on Steel. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

^ ZtarrattDe of Some of tlje Cork's Dealings wxtif 

(5corge IHuIIer. Written by Himself Parts /., //., and IIL^ 
price 5J. td. each. Part IV., 2s. 6d. Part K, ^s. 6d. 

Cife anb Cabours of (Beorge iHuIler. 16^^?. is. 
Cetters Selected from ttje Correspondence of ^elen 

plumptre. Author of" Scripture Stories,"* &*c. Third EdiHon 
Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. 

Clje Star^Cit Cromn* a short sketch of the last Illness of 
the Rev. G. ALBERT ROGERS, M.A. i6mo. is. 

Cife of inrs. Stemart Sanbeman, of 3onskei5 

an^ Springlanb. By Mrs. G. F. BARBOUR, Author of " The 
Way Home.'' Crown Svo. 6s, 
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Znemoir of Captain 2JT* 2JT* f^ammonb, late 

of tl|e Hijle Srtga&e. Crown Svo. 5^. Cft^<2/ Edition, i j. 6^/. 

intentoir of Captain ^. €♦ ^arington, 0*€*, late of 

^.Zn. Sencjal Arttllerv. i6w^. W. 

Cife anb letters of a Solbier* i5?y j/rj. evered 

POOLE* i6mo. is. 6d. 

2JTemoir of Holanb Cambert* smaii Crown svo. is. 

Paper Cover, is. 6</., ciotky 2s,, cloth, gilt edges. 

(Cl^e Higljt Cantp: a Narrative of the Means by which 
Spiritual Darkness was Dispelled from the Deathbed of Agnes 
Maxwell Macfarlane. By the late Rev. JOHN MACFARLANE^ 
LL.D. With Portrait. Crown Zvo. y.6d. 

Cife of 2JTrs* Colin Oalentine* By Mrs. george 

CUPPLES. Crown Zvo. ^s. 6d. 

2JTemoir of Cl^ontas tPills* By his Mother, mary 

WILLS PHILLIPS, and her friend, % L l/JCE. With Portrait. 
Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

" Scarcely any book would it he so wise to place in the hands ((fa youth with a passion 
for science as this. It will stimulate to work, it will guide in moral character, and it will 
also tell him when to j/<7>."— Nonconformist. 

Cl^e (DfftCer'S Daugl^ter: a Memoir of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Tatton, To which are added some Instances of Divine Grace 
in the Army. By OCTAVIUS WINSLOW, D.D. Fcap Svo. 
2s. 6d. 

A (Bol&en Sunset* Being an Account of the Last Days of 
Hannah Broomfield. By the Rev, f. R. MACDUFF, D.D. 
i6mo. IS. 
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PHOPHETICAJL^, 

Clje CimeS of tlje (BentileS ; Being the 2520 Years from 
the First Year of Nebuchadnezzar^ B.C. 623, to the 1260/^ Year 
of the Mohammedan Treading Down of Jerusalem^ A.D. 1896. 
By the Rev. y. BA YLEE^ D.D. Post Zvo. 5^. 

Clje Second ^bpent* By the Rev. J. BENNETT, DX>. 
Incumbent of Park Chapel^ Chelsea, Small Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

Cl^e Cast Propl^ecy: Being an Abridgment of the late Rev. 
E. B. ELLIOTT'S ''Bora Apocalypticce:' To which is sub- 
joined his last paper on ''Prophecy Fulfilled and Fulfilling}' 
Third Edition as Revised by the late Rev. E. B. ELLIOTT 
Crown Svo. ss. 

Cracts on propIjecY* BySAMUEL garratt, m.a.. 

Incumbent of St. Margaret's^ Ipswich. ( i ) The Lightning Appear- 
ance; (2) The Fiery Trial; (3) Noah's Days; (4) The Days of 
Lot; (5) Remember Lot's Wife; (6) Translation of the Saints. 
Price 2d. each. 

A Hen) Solution in part of ^o\ixCs Hepelation* 

Showing thcU Chapters i. to xi. chiefly describe the Apostasy; 
Chapters xii. to xxii. the True Church. By the Rev. R. 
GASCOYNE, of Bath. Crown Svo, 5J. 

Palestine He^PeOpIeb ; or, scattered IsraeVs Gathering. A 
Sign 0/ the Times. By the Rev. y. NEIL. Eighth Edition^ 
with a New Preface. Small Crown Svo. y. 
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Ctje ^\xi\xxz of Palestine as a problem of 3nter:^ 

national poUqp in connection mitlj tlje Requirements of 
CIjristianitY anb tl^e (Expectation of tl:|e 3eu>5. By 
B. WALKER. Crown Svo. ss. 

PrOpIjettCal CanbmarkS : containing Data for Helping to 
Determine the Question of Chrisfs Premillennial Advent. By 
HORATIUS BONAR, D.D, Crown Svo, 5^. 



33alaam's parables, anb tijeir Bearing on tlje 

Second (Coming of (Dur torb ti^sus (Zlixxst By the Rev. 
F. WHITFIELD, M.A,, Vicar of St. Marfs, HasHngs. 
i6mo. IS. 

Cl^e 3^^inence of tlje Secont) Abpent* ByE./.M. 

Demy Svo. is. 
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DEVOTIONAJ^ ANP PRACTICAIk. 

(El^e SaintlY Calling* By the Rev, Canon BELLi^D.D., 
Rector of Cheltenham, Crown Svo, ^s. 6d. 

By the same Author, 

Cbing (Crutljs for fjeab ox^ fjeart* crown 
frills that bring P(^ac^^ crown zvo. 5^. 

(EtIjiCS of tlje f^Oly (BljOSt ; or, Bible Readings on the Fruit 
of the Spirit, By the Rev, PHILIP NORTON, With Preface 
by the Rev, CHARLES BULLOCK, B,D, i6mo, is, 6d, 

By the same Author. 

€mblemS of tlje fjOly (BljOSt ; or, The Teaching of 
Inspired Word-Pa%ables concerning the Lord and Giver of 
Life, Third Thousand, i6f no, is, 6d, 

fjiS personal Presence ; or, The secret of a Bright and 
Fragrant Life, By the Rev. T. W. THOMAS, B,A,, Second 
Edition. Crown Svo, is, 6d, 

53e perfect ! a Few words to Christians on a Great Subject, 
(A small work on ''^Perfectionism'') By the Rev, GEORGE 
EVERARD,M.A, yimo, 2d. 

Cfje ^igtjmay of holiness : An Abridgment (in the 
Author's own words) of the Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, 
By the Rev, WALTER MARSHALL, with an Introductory 
Note by A.M. Crown Svo, i^. 
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Cl^e Consecrated Cif e ; or, Thoughts on Practical Religion. 
By the Rev. ERNEST BO YSy M.A, i6mo, is. 

By the same Author. 

ZHy Corb'S 2JToneY ; or. The consecration of Talents. A 
Sequel to " The Consecrated Life^ i6mo. is. 

Consecrateb HecreattOn ; or, The ChnsUatis Leisure 
Time. i6mo. is. 

(Clje Sure ^^^l^^^^tion ; or, Thoughts on the Believer's 
Safety. i6mo. is. 

Hest unto Your Souls; or. The Enjoyment of Peace. 
i6mo. IS. 

fillet) tt)ittj tl^e Spirit; or, Scriptural studies about the 
Holy Ghost. i6mo. is. 

Clje €perlasting Higljteousness ; or. How shaii Man be 

just with Godf By HORATIUS BONAR, D.D. Fourth 
Edition. Crown Svo; y. 6d. 

By the same Author. 



2Hcin : HIs Religion and his 
World. i6mo. is. 6d. 

(Elje StorY of (Brace* 

i6mo. IS. 6d. 

(Clje Kent OeiU crown 

Svo, y. 

(Cl?e Cljrist of (Bob* 

Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

(Clje €ternal DaY* iSmo. 

is.6d. 



(Bob's IDaY of p^ac^. 

A Book for the Anxious. i6mo. 
IS. 6d. A Cheaper Edition, 
price ()d., or 6d in paper cover. 
An Edition in large Type may 
also be had, crown Svo. 2s. 

(Bob's IDaY of fjoliness* 

i6mo. IS. 6d. A Cheaper 
Edition, price gd., or 6d. in 
paper cover. Large type Edition, 
crown Svo. 2.s. 



Clje Settleb Doctrine of our (Etjurcl^* By m. e. 

SURTEES ALLNATT. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 
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Cljurctj (Dr&inances from ttje Cayman's Stanbpoint* 

By Major SETON CHURCHILL. Third Edition. Crown 
Svo. 2S. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

Stepptng^^Stones to ^igljer Ctjings* Fifth Edition. 

Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Clje Sacrament of ttje €or&'s Supper €xplaineb 

in Simple language, roitlj ZHebitations anb ptayets. 
By G. B,y author of " Practiced Commentaries on the Gospels," 
&*c. Fcap. Zvo, IS, 

Cife Cost or SaPet)* By SELINA ditcher. Crown 
Svo. 2s. 6d. 

(Bolt) anb tIje(50SpeI; or.The scriptural Duty of Giving in 
Proportion to Means and Income. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d 

(Clje Antidote to ^taX ; with IllustraHomfrom the Prophet 
Isaiah. By NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition, is. 

Clje He&eeming Cope of <5o&^ By the Rev. 7. iv. 

PITCHFORD, MJL. i6mo. is. 

A (Bleam of Cigl]t* By a. M. H. contents .—Ught^ 
Forgiveness — Peace— Humility — Hope — Faith — Patience — Love 
— Affliction — Prayer— Praise — Spiritual Bondage — Jesus Christ 
— The Holy Ghost the Comforter, i6mo. is. 

^Y tt^^^t AutljOritY ; or, scripture on the Sacratnents, By 
the Rev. HENRY COLCLOUGH BURROUGHS^ B.D. Crown 
Svo. Clothf IS. 6d,y paper cover, is. 
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DdY ^Y ^^Y 5 ^^ Counsels to Christians on the Details of Every- 
Day Ufe, By the Rev. GEORGE EVERARD, M.A., Vicar of 
Christ Churchy Dover. Crown Svo, y, A cheaper Edition. 
i6mo. IS. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

ZTot YoUt (DlPUJ or^CounselstoYoung Christians. i6mo. is, 
2JTy Spectacles : and, what l saw with Them. i6mo. is. 
Cittle 5^^^^ ♦ ^nd How to Catch Them. \6mo. is. 

^is Steps traceb from tl^e (Breat BiograpIjY* 

Practical Readings on the Life of our Lord. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

^olloip tlje Cea&er^ i6mo. is. 6d 

Safe ant) ^appY* words of I/elp and Encouragement to 
Young Women. With Prayers for Daily Use. i6mo. is. 

Strong anb 5^ee* a Book for Young Men. i6mo. is.6d. 
Limp. IS. 

Brigljt aV^ ^OSX^ a Book for Young Ladies. i6mo. is. 

Up -^iglj ♦ Friendly Words to those Within and to those 
Without the Fold of Christ. i6mo. is. 6d. 

(EpetY ^Ye* Crown Svo. 2s. 

Steps Across ; or, Guidance and Help to the Anxious 
and Doubtful, Crown Svo. y. 

fjOme SunbaYS ; or, Heip and Consolation from the 
Sanctuary. Crown Svo. y. 

Cl^e IProng Crain ; or, Common Mistakes in Religion. 
Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

(Dlir IPebbtng DaY* zimo, ed Paper Cover. 2d, 
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CF?e Culture of pleasure ; or, The Enjoyment of Life in its 
Social and Religious Aspects, By the Author of " The Mirage of 
Life^^ Crown Svo. ^s, 6d. 

About 0UrseIpeS* By Mrs. HENRY WOOD, Author of 
^^East Lynny^ &»c. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 



By the same Author. Crown Svo. is. 6d. each. 

BessY tOells^ | <Dur Cljil&ren^ 

(n?e prince in ttje Zni&st* By Miss nugent. iSmo. is. 

Clje Kingdom* By Miss REDFORD. With IllustraHons, 
Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

By the same Author, 
3S all tDell? i(>mo. IS. 

(Cl^e Cor&'s Purse^^Searers^ ByHESBA stretton. 

Seventh Thousand. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

(Clje ^eaPenly Cif e* Being select writings of ADELAIDE 
LEAPER NEWTON. Edited by the Rev. JOHN BAILLIE 
D.D. Crown Svo, 5^. 

By the same Author. 

Clje (Eternal purpose of (5o&* with Prefatory 

Notice by the Very Rev. HUGH M'NEILE, D.D.^ late 
DeanofRipon. i6mo. 6d. 
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Clefts of ttje Hock; or, The Believer's Grounds o/ confidence 
in Christ By J, R. MACDUFF, D,D. Crown Zvo, 5^. 

By the same Author, 
3n CtjristO ; or. The Monogram of St. Paul Crown 8vo, 5j. 

ZT00ntit)e at S\C\\OX ; or. The story of Jacol^s Well. 
A New Testament Chapter in Providence and Grace. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette, Crown Zvo. 3^. 6^?! 

Palms of €lim ; or. Rest and Refreshment in the Valley, 
Crown Svo, 5J. 

Cl^e <5rapeS of ^SI^COl; or, GUanings from the Land 
of Promise, Crown Svo, 31". 6d, 

(Epenti&e at 53etl|el; or, The Nighl Dream of the Desert. 
An Old Testament Chapter in Providence and Grace, Crown 
Svo, y, 6d, 

Cl^e fjealtng IDaters of ^sxad; or. The story of 

Naaman the Syrian, An Old Testament Chapter in Proin- 
dence and Grace, Crown Svo, 4s. 6d, 

(Clje Sl^epljerb anb ^iS ^lOCk ; or. The Keeper of 
Israel and the Sheep of His Pasture. Crown Svo. 3J. dd. 

Ooices of tlje (Boob Sljepljerb <xvi^ Sljaboms of 

tl|e (Breat Hock. Square i6mo. is, 6d. 

f^osannas of tlje (Eljtl&ren* crownSvo. ss. 
Brigl^ter tijan tlje Sun ; or, Christ the Light of the 

World A Life of our Lord for the Young. With Sixteen 
Illustrations. Post 4/^. 3^. 6d, Paper cover, is, 

2JTemOrieS of BetljaitY* with Frontispiece. Cr, Svo, y.6d. 

ZHemOrieS of <5ennesaret/ with Frontispiece. Post 
Svo. 6s, 6d. 

2JTemOrteS of (Dlbet^ with Frontispiece. Cr.Svo, 3s. 6d 

ZnemOrieS of PatntOS ; or, some of the Great Words and 
Visions of the Apocalypse, With Frontispiece. Cr.Svo. 2^.6d. 
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Cl]e Jnessage of CIjrlstianitY ; or, a word to thi bus?^ 

By the R^. WILLIAM lANDEL^^ D.D, Crown 8m 2s:(>d. 

■ '-.■' _ . ... . . .. j\ 

By the same Author, 

■ .^t?erY Day KeligiOTtv CrowtL sm 4^.6^. \ . -*^ 

Clje Patlj of Cife ;. oryThe Nature, Origin, ana 
Reception of Salvation, Crown %vo, - 3^^ 6d^ -^. 

CrUe 2TTanIji)0J) ; its Nature, Foundation, and Development. 
A Book for Young Men, Crotun tvo: y:6d, - ^ - 

-Light of Scripture.' Crown Zvo, IS, 6d. . .^ 

Stepping ^eapenmart). ^j. ij/r;. ; p,r£ntzss:\ Crown 

Svo, 2s,6d, ."".I .'/ : ." I" "", :. 

IPork anb Prdyer* r^ ^z^^-;/ ^/ Nehemi^ ' By' the Rev. A 
-' 'Af. SYMINGTON, P,I>: Crown Svo, 2s.6d.' ' ' ' 

BythesameAuthm _ ^. 

Ctje Cljree JnaryS* BytheRev,A,MOODYSTUART,lD,D, 

Crown Svo, $s, 6d. ; . -- 

. ' '^-^ 

2?igtjtS anb IDrOngS ; or, Begin at Home. By Mrs, GORDON, 
Author of " Work, Plenty to Do, and How to Do it:' Crown Svo. 
2s, 6d, 

Congratulation? wiy €(?nn^zl^^. ,4 b^x^a for Birthdays. 

By FELIX FRIENDLY. Square i6mo. Giltec^.xiis.6d, 
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(Clje tPe&bing King* a Marriage Register on the Plan of 
" The Birthday Text-Book."* With Suitable Selections from our 
best Authors, and blank Spaces for Names, &*c. i6mo. is. 6d. 

Ct(jl]t Sl^ining in tlje Darkness* By the Rev. 

F. WHITFIELD, M.A., Vicar of St, Mar^s, Hastings. i6mo. 
IS. 6d. 

By the same Author. 
Cljrist our Cife* CrownSvo. y.6d. 

^rOm ^aXia to 3ctIjanY > or, Gleanings from our 
Lords Life on Earth. i6mo. is. (xi. 

Clje SaPtOUr PrOpIjet* Lessons from the Life of 
Elisha. Crown %vo. 3J. 6</. 

Ootces from tlje OdleY CestifYtng of '^tsws^ 

Crown %vo. y. (>d. 

(Crutlj in (Eljrist* crownZvo. y.ed. 

Cartl^lY Sljaboms of tl^e ^eapenlY King&om* 

Small crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

Cljrist in tlje IPorb* crown svo. y. td 
Clje Sapiour's (EalL i6w^. u.w. 
tDIjat tl^e Spirit Saitlj* itmo. is.ed. 
3s it possible to ZHake tlje Best of Botlj tPorlbs? 

^ Book for Young Men. By the Rev, THOMAS BINNEY. 
Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

^ront Seventeen to CFjirtY : The Town ufe of a 

Youth from the Country: its Trials, Temptations, and 
Advantages. Lessons from the Life of Joseph. Crown Svo. 
IS, 6d 
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private; devotion and 
meditation. 

Abibe in Cljrist* Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Fellowship 
with the Son of God, By the Rev, ANDREW MURRAY. 
^Zth Thousand. Crown Zvo. 2s. 6d. 

By the same Author. 
Cike (Eljrist* Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Conformity 
to the Son of God, A Sequel to ''Abide in Christ:' 
16th Thousand. Small crown Zvo. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

VOxtli (Eljrist in tlje Sctjool of praYer. smaii 

crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

JHomentS on tfie JHoUnt: a series of Devotional Medita- 
tions, By the Rev. GEORGE MA THE SON, DD. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

Placiba's <50SSip ; or, Earthly Thoughts on Heavenly Subjects, 
Suggested by the Collects appointed to be used on the Sundays and 
Holy Days throughout the Year. First Series— From Advent to 
Septuagesima. i6mo. is. 

Woxbs of rOisbom for Boys ani (Sxxls. By the Right 

Rev, ROWLEY HILL, DJ),, Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
Crown Svo. 

ZTearer Sl^aV^n : a Heip to the Deepening of the Spiritual Life. 
By the Rev. JOHN BAIRD, Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

Daily (Epening Kest, By agnes giberne. i^mo. 

2s. 6d. 

^OUr by fjOUr ; or. The Believer's Daily Ufe. Compiled by 
E. A. L. Square l6mo. Gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 
" One of the hut oftht many * Daily Hel/s, "—Christian. 
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HoYcxI (Brace ax(t io\a\ (Bifts* By Frances ridley 

HA VERGAL, Being the following Seven VolunusiHi neat cloth 
case,price lay. ^ * ' 

ZITy Ktncj ; orfDaify TkouglUsJoKthg^ing's Children. 

Royal (Commandments J or^ Morning Thoughts /or the King's 
Servants, '" -^ 

Hoval Sounty; or^ Evening Th^mghts for the Kings Guests. 

(Clje Soyal 3npitation; Dailf Thoughts on Coming to Christ. 

Coyal Responses ; or^ Daily Melodies for* the King's Minstrels. 

Kept for tlje JJIaster's Use, 

5tarBgl|ttIi^oiujftaie:S^idoipi. ... V) 

Each Volume may be had separately^ ^rice One Shilling. 

By the same Author. 

JJTorning Stars ; ^, Names of ChHst forms Little ones. 
^2mo. gd. ..-■.-> 

. . jnornin^ J^ells; .^r, Waklng Thoughts for Ih^LUtle ones, 
yzmo. 9^. Paper Cover ^ 6d. •. . ... 

Cittle pillomS ; BelngCood Night TJwughts for the hlt^^ 
Ones. yzmo. ^. ' Paper Cover, (>d. \ \ 

- 3'^Y If ^^^^5 ) ^ff««^ thoughts for a Month front' Miss 
HA VERGAHS Poems. • With elegant \£oloureek borders. 
i6mo. Clothi IS. Roan,2s. 

€pemng Stars* By Mrs. evered poole. yinio^. ^. 

{This volume is written on the plan intended- to have hein Harriett 
out by Miss F. R. Havergal, as described in the Preface to ^^Morn" 
ing Stars:") \.:\' .;_ .V .;a -^u'v.^^..'.: ^ u/'^'.^v;,;.}^». 
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Steps Cljrcm^Ij tlje Stream* M^ng -Readings fat 

a Month. By Mrs. A. RUSSELL SIMPSON. Squar£i6mo. is. 
By the same Author. 

Beautiful upon tlje ZHountains* Ev^mg Readings 

foraMonth.Sgitarei6mo. is. ♦ 

IDellS of tDater* a series of Chapters Descriptive and 
.Practical on the Wells 4nentian€d in Scripture. - Square 
i6mo. is. 

(gates atib Doors* square i6mo: is. 

(Clje IDell is Deep ; or, scripture illustrating Scripture. 
Arranged as Morning and Evening Bible RecuUngs^for svety 
Day in the Year^ yimo. 2S.6d 

CeaberS^ ByE. C. DAUBENV. second Editiaii, '6AmOfgilt 
edges. 

. " These Leaders may be ef sertrice^ not only'As' porliotu for private readiHg^lntt as 
ul^ted portions which have been^ound Useful for Bth£e Readings ^ District Meetings ^ &»c. 

^eapenlY CFjou^Ijts for 2Tlotmng ^ours* selections 

in Prose and Verse, with Passages from Scripture. With a Short 
Introduction. By the late Lady CA THERINE LONG. i6mo. 
zs. 6d. cloth; 4s. 6d. silk. 

By the same Author. 

:^eat)enlY Cljougljts for €t?entng ;^ours* \(imo. 

2s. 6d. cloth J 4J. td. silk. 

DailY Steps UpU)ar&* scripture Texts for Every Day of 
the Year. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

(Clje Ooice of 3^^115 ^<^Y ^Y ^^Y* with original 

Hymns. By P. M. MACRAE. And an Introduction by HUGH 
MACMILLAN, D.D. Small Crown Svo. 2s. 
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Communion 2TtemOrieS^ The Record of some Sacramental 
Sundays: With Meditations^ Addresses, and Prayers suited for 
the Lords Table. By the Rev J, R. MACDUFF, DX>. With 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo. 6s. 

By the same Author. 
Strengtij for tlje Day* a Daily Book in the Words of 
Scripture for Morning and Evening. With an Introduc- 
tion. \6mo. IS. 6d. 

Clje (Bates of PraY^r* a Book of Private Devotion 
for Morning and Evening. i6mo. is. 6d. 

Ctje 2JTorning anb Xliqlft tDatcljes* /« one vol. 

i6mo andyimo. \s. 6d. Separately; is. each. 
Opening 3"^^^^^* Royalzimo. IS. 
Altar Stones: original Hymns for Plain Readers. i6mo. 

Zd. Paper Cover, 6d. 

2iltar 'ytiC^XiSt \ comprising Morning Watches, Evening 
Incense, and Altar Stones. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

(Clje Xninb arib IDorbs of 3esus* in one vol. 

i6mo and royal y2?no. is. 6d. Separately; is. each. 
Clje 5^tttjful PrOmtSer* z^mo. ed Paper cover, /^. 

Ctje Cl^ougljts of (Bob* lemo. is.ed yimo. is. 
(Bleams from tije Sick Cl^amber* Arranged in 

Daily Readings for a Month. Small Crown Svo. 2s. 

(Bleams for tl^e Sick Cl^amber: Being Daily 

Texts for a Month. On a Roll. is. 

(Early (BraPeS: a Book for the Bereaved. Crown %vo. ^s. 

tDellS of '^O^CQi J or. Solaces for the Christian Mourner. 
i6mo. IS. 

CCF?e ^xtsi Bereavement* ^2mo. 6d. 

Clje 530lt) in tl^e £l0U&; or, words of Comfort 
for Hours of Sorrow, yimo. is. 
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By the Rev, Dr. MACDUFF— continued. 

Clje Cljougljts of <5ot) axit) tlje IDorbs of 3esus* 

i6mo. IS. 6d. 

IDillOtPS by tlje IDaterCOUrSeS ; or, God's Promises 
to the young. A Text-Book for Children. 64mo. 6d. 
Paper Cover ^ ^. 

Ctje piougI]matt's Cext^^BooL 6Amo. ed. Paper 

Cover, 4d. 

Cbe SoK)ter'5 Ce3Ct^300lC ; or, Confidence in Time oj 
War. 64mo. 6d. Paper Cover, 3^/. Tuck, is. 6d. 

Clje Sailor's Ce3Ct Book* 64mo. ed. Paper cover, 
3^/. Tuck, IS. 6d. 

Sunrise (BUamS* a series of Daily Readings for a Month. 
By Lady HOPE ofCarriden. i6mo. is. 

By the same Author. 
Sunset Hays* a companion Volume to '^Sunrise Gleams."* 
i6mo. IS. 

(EtjC 3r00k ^eSOr ♦ words for those who must tarry at Home. 
By ANDREW A. BONAR,D.D. i6mo. 9^. Paper cover, ed. 

" (Bob mill us " ; or, The Believer's Portion. By ANNA 
SHIPTON. Crown ^vo. y.ed. 

By the same Author. 

(Etje Upper Springs axdi ttje Hetljer Springs; 

or, Life Hid with Christ in God. Crown Zvo. zs. ed. 

Clje Believer's portion* i^mo. 2d. 
(Counsels <xv^ CIjougEjts for Believers* By thomas 

MOOR. Crown Zvo. 2s. ed 

(Counsel (XV^ Znigljt : Prayers and MeditaHons. Adapted 
from Sermons by the Very Rev. C. J. VA UGH AN, DJ)., Dean 
of Llandaff, and Master of the Temple. Compiled by R. N. C. 
Square lemo, is. 
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Your .5Utt'&aY5> Being Fifty-two . Short Readings, especially 
' ' 'intended for Schoolboys, By the Rev, '<aEOkGE . E VE'RARD. 

Crown Zvo, 2s, 6d, 
' ■/ y ' , . By 'tke'safke Authof^ 

' '^ ^Om^ Sundays ; or, Help and Consolation front the Sane- 
tuary. Small crown Svo. 3J. 

''3^ Secret* A Manual 0/ Private Prayer. i6mo. rs. 

^ ^ jJ^eneOt^ tlje Cross; counsels, M^itaUonSyand Prayers 
for Communicants^ i6mo, is. 

(Epfl(i^uttlcdttt's Spiritual Com^anton j with Medtta- 

tions and Helps for Prayer Suitable for the Subject^ By the Rev. 
T. HA WEIS, LL.D. With an Essay by the Ven. B, PlilLPOT\ 
''\^^^de Archdeacon of the Isle of Man. i^ma.' is. 

Scattered Seeb* a ReU^ous Thought Book. By the Rev. 
^, JAMES RUSSELL, M.A. i6mo. .u. 64... ".• . -. 

-'^'^^^Aene are 36s Thoughts, being one for Every Day in tkt'Yeari 'therefore, aWiough 
they are not arranged to suit the several months^ the book may bejused as a daily Cotn- 
^anion,"—VKKVAca. , ^ , , ^ . 

%e5).S OfCl^bugljt* By,Rev,W.TAlT,PJ>. New Edition. 
"^)Vith Preface by E. M. GOULBURN, D.£>,y DeanofNormcK^ 
^-''€rowh%vo- '^^sitd. ' 

"Dr. Tait gives in this work a meMtaHtm^ (such as even -an ihtelligent mhtd, iinbued 
with Holy Scripture, might j^nd it difficult to frame for itself), for each week. The work 
contains seeds of truth ; and seeds must He a long while in the soil before they germinate. 
It^isjispid that-mcKpf ihese^teds, bylyittg.in the -mind^f or seven da^\ ma^ stiP.some 
effp^^^thonght in anew and profitable direction.*' -^From Preface ^^ Dkan Goulburs. 

Clje £ljrtSttan'S 3eU)eIs* Readings^ from the-Fqthers on 
Faith, Hope, and Charity. ' By' the Rev. f. LEARY, D.CL^ 

^earenlY Helationsljtps. ByMARYEBECK. i6mo. u.ed^ 

\r^^f^ents.'^Gody Our Fatker^The Maternal Aspect of Gok^ 
V. ' , Lpve-rrQhrist as Our Br(Hher— Christ as Our Friend^-^hrist the 
'.J Bridegroom of the Church-^Christ as Our King—Christas Our 
Shepherd— The Holy Ghost Our Comforter. - . 
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ZHeSSageS of (Brace* BHn^ Tracts in Large Type for the 
Sick and Aged, By the Rev, H, BONAR, D.D. Post Svo. Two 
vols, ^ClothlifHjf, 2S,()di ' ^ ' T - ^ - r - - - — 

By the same Author, 
.'Cl^e* nigl^t of IPeeping \ pr^Worisforihe^SuffMrtg 
Family of G^d, i6mo. is,6d. Also a iMrge Type Edition, 
Crown Svo, 2^, \ 

\ Clje Znorning of 3^Y> a sequel u^ The m^Ht 

of WeepingJ[ i6mo, is, 6d, 

Sick HoOm Zne&itationS ; or, Alone with God, By the 
Rev,^ y, CROSS, D,D,, LL,D,, 'Author -of '' Evmgel^ ^fc; 

Clje tPi&Ott)*S portion; or, Daily Bread f(fr the Bereaved, 
Royal Svo, 2s, 6d, 

Wovbs of Comfort for Berearel) parents. Edited Hy 

WILLIAM LOGAN, With Sketch of His iLife, By the Rev. 
JOHN KER,D,D, 2Sth Thousand, Crown Zvo, y. 6d. 

" A riefur tretuury of contolatwri in human words couldhardly becomjdUd,'* — ^North 
American Revjbw. 

** A most beautiful and bUued book. TJu volume has no rival, and is one which no 
Christian should lach,"'-'IjOHi>OM Quartsrly Rkvibw. 

Xnan's Departure cmi) tlje 3nmsible IPorlb : a a/- 

lection of Opinions and Facts, By G, H, H, OLIPHANT- 
FERGUSON, Second Edition, Crown %vo, 2s,6d, 

"A compilation made from wide reading with sound judgment on a subject upon 
which the greatest writers have said their greatest things.'*— Trvth. 

" A valuable book. The writer' s ftppeal to his readers at the end is very simpUyeamesi^ 
hnd impressive." — Rbcord. 
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FOR FftMIl<Y WORSHIP. 

Daily Prayers for ttje ^ousetjolb for a ZHontlj^ 

By J, OSWALD DYKES, D.D., Author of Abraham, the 
Friend of God;' 6fc. Sixth Thousand. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 

5amilY Prayers* By y. r. macduff, d.d., Author of 

^'Morning and Night Watches^' &*c. Fifty first Thousand 
Crown Svo, jj. 6d. 

Before fjis 5^^*^*^^^* Family Prayers for one Month. 
With Prayers for Special Occasions and Introduction, By the 
Rev. GEORGE EVERARD, MA., Vicar of Christ Church, 
Dover. Ninth Thousand. Crown %vo. y, 

(Elje 5^^ilY Altar* Edited by s. r. b. lemo. is. td. 
(Elje ^ctmily \zox Book* BySirjAMEs colquhoun, 

Bart., of Luss. \6mo. 3^. 6d. 

" There are many to whom the mode of thought and expression made use of in tht 
Book of Common Prayer are dear, and associated with all their spiritual experiences and 
utterances. For these has this book of Family Prayer been written^ on the lines qf our 
incomparable Liturgy, There is also a Table of Psalms and Lessons, together with a 
Collect for every day in the year.** — Preface. 

family prayers for tlje Znornings av^ (EDenings 

of a 5ortnigI^t. To which are added Prayers for Special Occa- 
sions. By the Rev. C. E. KENNAWAY, M.A., Vicar of 
Campden. i6mo. is. 6d. 

family prayers for ^^^^^ lOeeks* with Additional 

Prayers for Special Occasions. By the Very Rev. HENRY 
LA Wy M.A.y late Dean of Gloucester. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. 

family prayers for a Znonttj* By the Rev. j. w. 

REEVEy M.A.f late Canon of Bristol. Crown Svo. ^s, 6d. 
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^CltltilY PraY^rS* Beinfr a Complete Series for Four Weeks, 
With Additional Prayers for the Aged, the Sick, the Suffering, 
By the Right Rev, the Hon. H, MONTAGU VILLIERS, D,D,, 
late Bishop of Durham, Eighth Edition, Crown Svo. 3^. 6d, 

^amilY prayers for a Znontl^* chiefly in the Language 
of Scripture, By a Layman of the Church of England, Crown 
Svo, y, 6d, 

Prayer anb praise in ^ible lt)orf)s* i6mo, 2s. 6d, 

Daily ^XtCenS^ ; or. Family Prayers for Four Weeks, and 
Prayers for Special Occasions, By the late Rev, CHARLES 
BRIDGES, Rev, F,BOURDILLONjand others, Cr,Zvo, 3s, 6d. 

Daily prayers for ^usy pontes* By o. h, c. Third 

Thousand, Square i6mo. 

Simple 5^mily Prayers for Cottage pontes* By 

a District Visitor, Second Edition, Square i6mo, Sd, 

family Demotion* The Book ofPsalms, Arranged for Wor- 
ships with Meditations on each Portion, By the Very Rev, 
HENRY LAW, M,A,, late Dean of Gloucester, Two Vols, 
Crown Svo, Ss, each. 

An (Explanatory ox^ practical Commentary on 

i\{^ HctX) Cestament. Intended Chiefly as a Help to Family 
Devotion. Edited by the late Rev, W, DALTON, B,D, Two 
Vols, Demy Svo. 24s, 

Clje IPell is Deep ; or, scripture illustrating Scripture, Ar- 
ranged as Morninj^ and Evening Bible Readings for every Day 
in the Year, Second Edition, yimo. Gilt edges, 25, 6d, 

3llustratiDe Scripture Heabings* a Manual for visita- 
tion and Devotion, By the Rev, T, E, COZENS COOKE, 
i6mo, 2s, cloth J roan, ^s, 

(Cottage Heabings in tl^e ^ook of €xobus* 

Crown Svo, ^s. 
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de^criptivje; akd karrative. 

3etjin& tIjC £IOU&* Lessons from Life, in which the Natural 
is made to Illustrate the Spiritual, By E, C. Crown %vo. /^. 6d. 

By the same Author, 

AinOng tl^e brambles, and other , Lessons f mm Ltfe^ 
Small Crown Svo, y. 6d, 

CtjiS Present IPorlb* SkeUhesfrom Nature and Art. taketr 
in the Vacations of a Professional Life, By the Rev. WILLIAAf 
A KNOT, Small Crown Zvo, y,6d, ' ^ 

^rkite tOorSl]ip* By the Rev, R. BALGARNIE. i6mo, ts. 6d,' 

l)e6iC ileligion* By the Rev, K,yS, MACDONALIJ;^ 
Missionary of the Free Church of Scotland^ Calcuttcu Crown 
Zvo, y,6d. 

Clje 3^tt)5* ^/ S' H, KELLOGG, D:D. Crown Zvo, 4J. 6d. 

Clje JTTo^ern ^ebrett) anb tfje ^ebrem (Eljnstian/ 

By the Rev, E, BASSIN, Crown Svo, 4s, 6d, 

0Ur 35^^^littslj ©rtgtn* By the late johnwjlson^ 
New and Enlarged Edition, PostZvo, gs, 

0per tlje fjoly €att&* By the Rev. A. /, IVVLIE, LL,D. 

Crown Svo, ys, 6d, . . ^ 

Palestine ^XplOX^b,- wltk a view to its present Natural 
Features^ and to the prevailing Mcmners^ Customs^ Rites ^ and 
Colloquial Expressions' of its People^ which throw' Light on the\ 
' Figurative Language of the Bible, By the Rev^ JAMES NEIL^ 
MA. Crown Svo, 6s, 
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CljrOUglj ^tble €anbS : a Narrative of a Recent Tour in 
Egypt and the ^ Holy Land, By PHILIP SCHAFF, D:b. 
With Illustrations, Crown Zvo, 6s. 

Days an^ ZTigtjts in tlje (East; or, illustrations of Bibie 

• . Scenes, By the Rev. H BO^AR, D.D. With Illustrations. 
Crown Zvo, 3^. dd, 

tDells of IDater* chapters Descriptive and Practical of tJie 
Wells mentioned in Scripture, By Mrs. A. RUSSELL 
SIMPSON. Square i6mo, is. 

By the same Author, - - 

• • (Bates anb- Doors* ^ square i6mo, u. 

^in&u lOonten^ ipitlj-<51impses into ttjettr Cife anJ) 

Senanas: By Miss H, XLQYD, Editorial Secretary of The 
Church of England Zen^nd Missionary Society, Crown Svo 
■ ^.6d. ^ . . • . . - 

Clje IDestminster Assembly: its History and standards. 

With some Account refEHglish Puritanism up to the Meeting of 
the Assembly, By the Rev. A^. F. MITCHELL^ DJEk, Crown 
Bvo, 10s. 6d. 

(Elje <50Sp*d in <5reat Britain* From St. Patrick to John 
'Knox and John Wesley,' By Me Rev, S, M'NAUGHTON, 
Crown Zvo, ^s.6d. • . 

Heal picturej^ of. Clerical Cife in/3^^Iwb>.-^ ^y 

J.D0NCANCRAIG,D.DI Post ^vo,'^ is. ' " . . - 

By the same Author. 

•. .'i.Ca DebonabO* ^Sj^^nes^Sketch^s^. and incidents in France 
and Germany during the War. Small crown ^vo^ 2s, 6d, 

3n tlje Znist^ a taU,- By rose porter. Small crown 
^vo, 2s, 6d, , 

** "This vnll'Written'sloiy meuy ^l^ some sdul otit 0/ the mtsis of doubt into the strong 
Ught qfjaith. We wish it no better success^ ^jan Aiw^VJ-iT^R^RY-y^^Bp^ ;^ . v^ 
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^tglj 2lttnS ♦ Romantic Stories of Christian Endeavour. By 
ELEANOR C PRICE. Crown %vo. 5^. 

Solbters (xx(i> Servants of (Et?rist ; or, chapters of 

Church History, By ANNA LEHRER. With Preface by the 
Rev. F. V. MA THER, M.A., Canon of Bristol Crown Zvo. ^s. 

Stories of ttje Catljebral (Cities of €nglan&* By 

Mrs. MARSHALL, Author of ''Silver Chimes,'' ''Matthew 
Frosty 6r*c. With Illustrations. Crown Svo, $s. 

Dear ® I& (Englanb : a Description of our FatJurland. Dedi- 
cated to all English Children. ByfANE ANN WINSCOM. 
Crown Svo. jj. 6d. 

Cfje Coronation Stone an^ €nglanb's 3nterest in 

3t. By Mrs. G. A. ROGERS. Small crown Svo. is. 6d. 

CoUCljeS of Heal Cife^ By Lady hope of CARRIDEN. 
Crown Svo. 5^. 

By the same Author. 

A ZHaiben's tOork* crown svo. ss. 

(Efje VOay^ ^Ome; and How the nttle children Reached it by 
a Railway Accident. By M. F. BARBOUR, itmo. Cloth 
limp, IS, 6d.; boards, 2s. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

(Elje 3ristj ®rp^an in a Scottish? ^ome : a sequei 

to " The Way Home!^ i6mo. Cloth limp, is,; boards, 2s. ScL 

Ctje Cljil& of tlje Kingdom* lemo. ciothiimp,is.s 

boards, 2s. 6d. 

Clje SouU<5attjerer* iSmo. cioth Ump, u. j boards, 2s. ed. 
Sunday Occupations for (EIjill)ren* By mary 

BARCLA v. Crown Svo. is. 
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Simon f^olmes, ttje Carpenter ♦ BytheRev.j.jACKsoN 

WRAY. Crown ^vo. zs,6d. 

By the same Author, 

(Barton HotPleY ; or, Leaves from the Log of a Master 
Mariner, With Illustrations, Crown Svo, y. 6d, 

fjonest 3oljn StallibraSS* WithlllustraHons, Crown 
Svo, 3s, 6d, Gilt edges, 5 j. 

30ljn IDYClijfe^ Crown Zvo. 2s, 6d. 

(Efje (Eljromcles of (Capstan £abtm Cr.svo. zs,6d, 
ZnattljetP ZHellotP&em^ crown Svo. sj. 
ZTestleton ZHagna^ CrownSvo, y.ed. cut edges, ss. 
Peter Pengelly* crown 8m 2s. 
Paul ZHeggitt's Delusion* Crown 8m 3^. sd 
A Vdan epery 3^^^ ^f ^i^^* Cr^w^ 8m ss,6d 
CEje Znan mitlj tl^e Knapsack ; or, The Mnier of 

Burnham Lee, With Frontispiece, Crown Svo, is, 

WxbOVO IDinpenUY's tOatcIjmOrb* with Frontispiece, 
Crown Svo, is, 

2nat5cljen an^ ^is ZHistresses* By Mrs. batty. 

i6mo, IS, 6d, 

Science (Epenings mitlf my Ctjilbren* By Mrs, 

BOWER. With Illustrations.' Crown Svo. is. 

(Srey (EragS: a Taleof Scottish Ufe. Byf.L. WATSON, 
With Illustrations. Crown Svo, ^s. 
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ZHorag* a Tale of mghlt^Ufe. . Crown Bvo.ys.6d. 

2ll?is Benson ; or, Mine and Thine. And other Tales: By 
Mrs. PRENTISS. Crown %vo. 2S. 6d 

By the same Author, . . 

®Ur Hutl^* Crown Zvo. 2s, 6d. 

Urbane anb ^xs ^^tenbs* crown zw. 2s, e'd.. - 
©akby, anb ZTumber CtpentY-XTine^ Two stories. By 

Mrs. PROSSER. With Illustrations. ' CroWn Zvo. zs. 6d. 

CEjat Aggrawttng Sctjool (Strl^ By grace: 

STEBBING. With Illustrations. Crownlvo. 55. 

By the same Author. 
f)Ott) tljCY J)tb* With Illustrations. Crown Svo.' ss. 

XDi^at a TXlan Somettj* with illustrations. Cro^vn 
%vo. ss.6d. / . 

SunbaY Parables, Colb to (Eljilbrem BytheR^.w. % 

MATHAMS. Crown Zvo. 2s.6d. " 

A €onbOtt ^aby: Th$ story (^ King Roy. Byl^T.MEADB, 
With Illustrations. Crown Zvo^ v. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

Clje (Et?tlbrett's pilgrimage* with illustrations. 

Crown ^vo.. Ss. ■ • ^ .... 

IlTrs* €ester's <5irls ax(b tljeir Sermce* with Frontis^ 

piece. Crown Sew. '......; 

By the same Author. 

, Zniss ZlXarston's (Birls (xv^ t^eir Cpnfirma^iap:^. 

With Frontispiice. Crown %vq^ . '^s. |^.,^ ^^^^^x^^ ^^ ^^^^ ;; 
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Parables of ttje Cake ; or. The Seven stories of Jesus by the 
Lake of Galilee. By the Rev. % R. MACDUFF, D.D. With 
Illustrations. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

(Elje 5<^0tstepS of St* Peter^ Bang the Life and 
Times of the Apostle. 

footsteps of St* Paul* Being a Life of the Apostle 
designed for Youth. With Illustrations. Crown Zvo. 5J. 

St* Paul in Home ; or. The Teachings, Fellowships, and 
Dying Testimony of the Great Apostle in the City of the 
Ccesars. Crown Zvo. 4^. 6d. 

(Eales of tlje tParrior 3w^9^5* Fcapzvo. 2s. 6d. 

(Elje Propljet of ^\X^ ; or, The Ufe and Times of Elijah. 
With Frontispiece. Post Zvo, js. 6d. 

Sunsets on tlje ^ebrem JTlountains* withFrontis- 

piece. Post Zvo. 6s. 6d. 

Clje Story of a SljelU a Romance of the Sea. With 
some Sea Teachings. Small 4/(7. With numerous Illustra* 
tions. 6s. 

(EI?e Story of 3etljletjem* a Book for the Young. 
With Illustrations by THOMAS. Crown Zvo. 2s. 6d. 

(Elje (Exiles of Cucerna ; or. The Suffenngs of the Wal^ 
denses during the Persecution of 1686. With Illustrations. 
Crown Zvo. 2s. 6d. 

Clje IDoobcutter of Cebanon* with illustrations. 

i6mo. 2s. 

Clje (Cities of Hef Uge ; or, The Name of Jesus. 
i6mo. is.6d 

cilice's Pupil* By Miss M'CLINTOCK. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 
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tDilliam Conge of IDy^^^^^ ♦ ^ ^^^ ^f ^^ Boyhood 

of William of IVykehamy in Five Scenes and a Prologue, liius- 
trated with Etchings on Copper, By the Rev. W. A. C, 
CHE VAUER. Small Crown Svo. 2s. 6d 

(Dlb (Eomral)eS* By Major CH.MALAN. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 
By the same Author. 

21 Solbter's €3q?ertcnce of (5o&'s Cot)e (xx^ of 

£ji5 5aitljfulne55 to ^is IDor^. Small Crown Zvo, is, 6d. 

A Day in tlje €tf e of €utljer ♦ By emil y christlieb. 

i6mo, IS, 

Clje Oixlb of tlje (Eljpsen people^ By helem m. 

DICKINSON, Crown Zvo, 3s, 6d. 

By the same Author, 
Cfje Seeb of tije (EljUrclj* a Xale of the Days qr 
Trajan, Crown Svo. 5^. 
€f fie's YzaX : a XaUfor the Uttle Ones of the Church, With 
Illustrations, Crown Svo, 2s. 6d, 

Cal)Y Cemple's (5ran&cljil&ren* By everett green. 

With Illustrations, Crown Svo, ^s, 6d, 

Clje ©tljer ^ouse : a Tau, By mary r, high am. 

Author of " Cloverly!* Crown Svo, 2s, td, 

Cljrouglj Sljabott) to Sunst?ine^ By Mrs, hornj. 

BROOK, With Illustrations, Small Crown Svo, 2s,6d, 

By the same Author, 
£if e'S ZHusiC ; or, My children and Me, Crown Svo, ^s. 

A Summer in tije €ife of Cmo €tttle £tjilf)ren* 

By Mrs, HOWARD, With Illustrations, Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

Pr^ ^lan&for&'s Conscience^ By sarson c, y. 

INGHAM, Crown Svo, SJ. 

21n Unapilling IDitness^ By Miss lyster, withiiius^ 

trations. Small Crown Svo, y, 6d, 

By the same Author, 

Hobtn:^Hun4Ije^^ebge* crownSvo. is. 
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POETRY, 

Clje (Complete poetical IDorks of ^x<xxi(:ts HiMey 

^apergal. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 12s. 

" A book repute with beauty" — Record. 

By the same Author, 

StPtss letters oxi^ Alpine poems^ wuh Twelve 

Illtistrations of Alpine Scenery and Flowers, ^mall ^o, 
I2J. A Cheaper Edition^ Crown Svo, ^s, 

€ife Cl^OrbS* Beln^ MIss HavergaVs Earlier and Later 
Poems, With Twelve Illtistrations of Alpine Scenery and 
Flowers, Small ^o, \2s, 

Cif e 2TT0SaiC : Being ''The Ministry of Song " and " Under 
the Suffctce^^ With Twelve Illustrations of Alpine Scenery 
and Flowers, Small \to, \2s, 

Clje Zninistry of Song^ i2mo, cut edges, is, edj 

Bound in roan, 2s. 6d. 

Unber £)is SljabOtt)* z^^o, ait edges, is, (>d,; bound 
in roan, 2s, 6d, 

Unber ttje Surface* CrownZvo. SJ. cheaper Edition, 
yimo, f^lt edges, is. 6d.; bound in roan, 2s, 6d, 
" Cinder the Surface," " The Ministry of Song," and " Under 

His Shadow " may also be had in an elegant cloth case, price 6s, j 

roan, 10s. 

Songs of perseverance* a Manual of Devotional Verse, 
By ESTHER WIGLESWORTH, i6mo, is. 

Songs of tlje SouL By miss Nicholson, i6mo. 2s. 
Songs for Cabour axi^ €eisure* By clara 

THWAITES, i6mo, 

poems* By Mrs, PRENTISS, Author of '' ;stepping Heaven- 
ward," Src, i6mo. IS, 6d, 

ZnemOry's pictures* By Miss marsh. Author of ''English 
Hearts and English Hands" &»c. Small crown Svo, 2S, 6d, 

Voices of ^ope anb (Blabness* By the Rev, ray 

PALMER, D,D, Crown %vo, zs,6d. 
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Songs in Znany KeyS^ By the Rev. Canon C. D. 
BELI^ D.D.^ Rector of Cheltenham. Crown Svo. 5 j. 

By the same Author. 

POtCeS from ttje Cakes, and other Poems. Cr. Zvo. 5^. 

Songs in ttje CtPiIigljt smaiicrown^vo. y.6d. 
^Y^ns for (Eljurclj an^ Ctjamber^ cr. zvo. y, ed. 
Cays axi^ ^allabs of ^eroism* By h. /. barker. 

Small Crown Zvo. is. 

SorrOtt) ♦ The Fountain of Sorrow and River of Jcy. By 
BERESFORD. FcapZvo. 5^. 

Panisljel) 5^CeS; and other Poems. By Miss JANE 
BESEMERES. i6mo. is. 

Ctje Para^ox of Cife* a Poem. By y. stevenson 

BLACKWOOD, D,D. Crown Zvo. 7s. ed. 

2i\mns of 5^ttlj ax(b ^ope^ By horatius bonar, 

D.D. First, Second, and Third Series. Crown Svo. ^s.each. Also 
Pocket Edition. ^2mo. is. 6d. each. The Three Series ^ in a case, 6s. 

By the same Author. 
dl\VXXiS of ^0M\\ aXib ^Ope* Royal Edition, contaimng 
most of the Hymns in the Three Series. With Antique 
Borders. Printed at the Chiswick Press. Royal Zvo. ys. 6d. 

CI?e Song of tlje ZTem (Creation, and other Pieces. 

Small Crown Zvo. 5 j. yimo, i s. 6d., gilt ed^es. 
^ymnS of ttje natimty, and other Pieces. i6mo. 2s. 6d 
ZHy Olb letters* PostZvo. js.ed. Two Vols., yimo, y. 

(Erumbs of Perse* By t. uph. i6mo. is. ed 

Clje Song of Solomon in 3Iank Perse* By the 

Rev. Canon CLARKE, D.D. With an Introduction by the Rev. 
Dr. BONAR. Small /[to. 3J. 6d. 
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tPaYfaring ^ymnS, original and Selected. By ANNA 
WARNER. Royal Z2mo. 6d. 

Clje Berber Cant), and other Poems. By L. N. R., Author of 
" The Book and Its Story*' 6r*c. yimo. i J. 6</. 

(Eljilb Cif e* A Collection of Poems for Children, Edited by 
JOHNGREENLEAF WHITTIER. With Numerous Illus- 
trations. Small 4/0. 3^. 6d. 

Clje Cask* By WILLIAM COWPER. illustrated with sixty 
beautiful Wood Engravings by BJRKET FOSTER. Small 
Afo, 10s, 6d. 

Clje Dope on tlje (ErOSS; and other Thoughts in Verse. 
Fcap Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Spirit ^^^tprintS* By Mrs. JOHN FOSTER. Square 
i6mo. y, 6d 

foursquare ; or, The aty of Our King. By M. M. Small 
Crown Svo, 2J. 6d, 

Drift €eaPeS* By Mrs. HAYCRAFT. \tmo. IS. 
By the same Author. 

Songs of peace* itmo. \s. 
Ctje poems of (Beorge f^erbert. illustrated in the 

highest style of Wood Engraving by BIRKET FOSTER, 
CLA YTON, and NOEL HUMPHREYS. Post 4/^. I2J. 

Conely: Ho, Hot Conely, and other Poems. By Mrs. 
EVERED POOLE, itmo. \s. 6d 
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CtfC Songs* IVHh illuminations and Illustrations in Rick 
Colours, By the Marchioness of WATERFORD and the 
Countess of TANKERVILLE, Royal ^to. £2 2s. 

Ctje €ngltslj poems of (Beorge ^crbcrt* (Nisbefs 

Miniature Christian Classics.) Red lines^ itmo, gilt edges 
IS. 6d. ; plain^ is. 

Clje Cljrtsttan Year* By the Rev. john keble, m.a 

(Nisbet's Miniature Christian Classics.) Red Lines ^ i6fno^ gilt 
edgeSy IS. 6d.j plain^ is. 

3tnmanuerS iarib, and other pieces. By A. R. C. Crovm 

Svo. 5J. 

(Elje Book of 3^^* ^^'^^ illustrations by Sir JOHN 
GILBERT. Small ^o. 12s. 

Knocking* The words of Jesus at the Door of the Heart. By 
the Rev. J. R. MA CDUFF, D.D. i6mo. is. td. 

** A poetic gim c/grtai literary beauty and spiritual power,"— ^hwstum. 

By the same Author, 

Altar Stones : original Hymns for Plain Readers. 
i6mo. %d. Paper Cover ^ 6d. 

Clje (Bates of praise, and other original Hymns, 
Poems, and Fragments of Verse. i6mo. is. 6d. 
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MI3310N WORK. 

^urtljer HecoIIections of an 3nbtan ZnisstonatY* 

By the Rev, C. B, LEUPOLT. With Portrait and other Illus- 
trations. Crown Zvo. 5J. 

'* Mr. Leupolfs ' RecolUcHons * are recorded in a truthful and manly /orm, and are 
well worthy o/per$isal, all the more so as they are mostly cast in a rather systematic form 
under different headst includinfc et shorty but deeply interesting chapter on the Indian 
Mutiny.** — Church Bells. 

CljtrtY^eigljt \z(xxs^ Znisston Ctfe in 3amatca; 

A Brief Sketch of the Rev, WARRAND CARLILE, Mission- 
ary at Brownsville. By one of his Sons, Small crown^ Svo, 3^. 6d. 

Soutlj Africa arib its Znission ^ielbs* By the Rev, 

y, E, CARLYLEy late Presbyterian Minister and Chaplain^ 
NataL Post Zvo. 5 j. 

Cl?e tPljite ^ielbs of S^aXlCZ % An Account of Mr. 
M'AlPs Mission to the Working Men of Paris, By HORA TIUS 
BONARy D,D. Crown %vo. 3^. (xL 

By the same Author, 

Does (Bob care for our (5reat Cities ? a word 

for the Paris Mission, iZmo, gd, 

(Elje HesponsibilitY of tlje ^eattjen arib tlje Hespon^ 

sibility of tl^e (El^urc^. By the Rev, C. F. CHILDE, M.A,, 
Rector of Holbrooke Suffolk. i6mo. is. 

t)ebiC Heligion* By the Rev. K. S, MACDONALDy 
Missionary of the Free Church of Scotland^ Calcutta, Small 
Crown Svo. 3J. 6d, 

Bixnbrx Womm, mittj (glimpses into tljeir Cife 

an^ Senanas. By Miss H, LLOYD ^ Editorial Secretary of 
the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society. Crown %vo. 
2s.6d. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



sis Books published by 

5ee&:^£ortt in Belgium* a Tour among the Belgian 
Churches. By the Rev. R, H, LUNDIEy M.A. Crown Zvo. is. 

Cipelpe ZHontljs in TXldbaqascax^ By the late Rev. 

y. MULLENSy D,D., formerly Foreign Secretary of the London 
Missionary Society. With Illustrations. Post Svo. ^s, 6il. 

preacljing Cours anb 2HissionarY Cabours of 

(5eorgc tlTuIIer, of Sristol. By Mrs MULLER. With 
Portraits Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

Clje ZTen) ^ebribes axib £Ijristian ZHissions^ 

with Notes of the Labour Traffic and Kidnapping; and a Cruise 
through the Group in the Mission Vessel. By the Rev. ROBERT 
STEEL, D.D., Sydney, N.S.W., Author of '' Doing Good,"" &*c. 
With Frontispiece and Map of the New Hebrides* Post Zvo. 
Ss.6d 

CtfC Srier anb tlje 2HYrtIe; or. Heathenism and Chrls^ 
tlanity Illustrated in the History of Mary. By Miss TUCKER. 
Fcap. IS. 6d. 

Homance of ZHissions in BitljYttia* By maria a. 

WEST. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 

" One ofth* most interettistg of missionary books-^iho very thing for reading at work, 
ingpartiest or /or the Sunday Sckool library. **SviOKD and Trowbu 

21Tissions to ttje tPomen of £Ijtna, in connection witk 

the Society for Promoting Female Education In the East. Crown 
Svo. Cloth. 2s. 
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HOME MI^^ION^, 
EVAKQjEiJUI^TlC work:, &c.. &c. 

3Tt \\\Z Slums* Pa^es from the Note Book of a London 
Diocesan Home Missionary. By the Rev, D. RICE-JONES, 
M,A. Small crown Svo. Cloth. 2s.6d, 

(Bob's ^nSmerS : The NarraHve of Miss Annie Macphersotis 
Work at the Home of Industry , Sfiitalfields. By MISS LO WE. 
With Illustrations. Crown Zvo. 3^. 6d. 

2lb&resses to District Disitors an^ SunbaY^ 

Scl^ool Ceact^ers. By FRANCIS PIGOU, D.D.y Vicar of 
Halifax. With a Preface by the Right Rev. the Bishop of 
ROCHESTER. Small Crown ^vo. 2s. 

Seeking tlje Cost* incidents and sketches of christian Work 
in London. By the Rev. C J. WHITMORE. Cr. Svo. y. 6d. 
By the same Author. 

Seeking after (Bob* \(>mo. \s. 

^aste to tlje HeSCUe; or, Work Whlle it is Day. By Mrs. 
CHARLES WIGHTMAN. Crown Zvo. is.6d. 

By the same Author. 
Annals of tlje HeSCUeb* with a Preface by the Rev, 
C. E. L, WIGHTMAN Crown %vo. 3J. 6^. 

Arrest tlje Destroyer's 21Tarctj* Crown sm 3^. 6^. 

tPorkerS at ^Ome* By Mrs. WIGLEY, Author of ''Our 
Home WorkJ^ Crown Zvo. ^s. 

Separately, as follows, is, each. 



Cl^oug^ts for ZlTotl^ers. 
d|ougI|t5 for CI|iI^ren. 
CI|ougI^t5 for Serpants. 



Cl^ougl^ts for Ceacljcrs. 

Cl^ouglits for \ovca(^ IDomen 
in business. 
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Haggeb pontes, an^ ^otp to 2Henb Cljem* By Mrs. 

BA YLY. Author of '' The Story of our English BibU^' dr'c. 
Crown %vo, is, 6d. 

** We scarcely knew which U praiu meet highly , the maiter or the manner of this 
work. The Author's style is as attractive as her subject, Mrs. Bayly has ztrrovght with 
an artist* s eye and spirit r—T^hXL^ News. 

Clje ZnisStng Cink ; or, Sme Womm in the Homes of the 
London Poor. By LMR,, Author of The Book and its Story.'' 
Crown Svo. y. 6d. A Cheaper Edition, is. 6d 

By the same Author. 

ZTurseS for tlje HeebY ) or. The Bible-Women Nurses 
in the Homes of the London Poor. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

(Etje ^appY ^ome* By james Hamilton, djd. 

New Edition, With Illustrations. iSmo. is. 6d. 

Contents .—The Friend of the People^The Ship of Neaver— 
A Bunch in tJie Hand and More in the Bush — The Oasis— The 
Fireside— Day Dreaming— Fire Flies^The Faithful Tenant — 
The True Disciple. 

Comfort: a Book for the cottage. By JANE BESEMERES 
i6mo. IS. 

<Dur Coffee^Hoom* By Lady nOPEofCARRIDEN. With 
Preface by Lieutenant-General Sir ARTHUR COTTON, RE., 
K.C.S.I. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

2Hore about " (Dur Coffee^^Hoom/' crown zvo. 

2s. 6d 

The late Earl Cairns said: " It was one of the most interesting stories he 
had ever had the pleasure of rettding^ and showed what a lady could do when 
she undertook and rightly worked a design emd place of that kind with such 
objects.** 

Ctnes of Cigljt on a Dark Backgrounb^ 

Crown Svo. ^s. 6d, 

** Calculated to be of signal service to all who are labouring in the temper* 
ttnce cause."— Chvrqhiaah's Magazine. 
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Ctfe in ^OSpttaU By a sister. i6mo. is. 

** This littU book should bt read by aU. It is fur too brUf; thai is its one fault:*— 
London Quarterly Review. 

^ints to hospital axi^ Sick Hoom Otsttors* By 

Mrs. COLIN G. CAMPBELL. Crown Zvo. u. 6^/. 

^rtgljt (glimpses for ZHotljers' 2Heetings* By a 

Mother. With a Preface by the Rev. THOMAS VORES, late 
Vicar of St, Mary's^ Hastings. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 
By the same Author. 

prayers for 2HotIjers' 2Heetings* i6mo. td. 

Paper Cover^ 3^. 

^ome Cljougljts for 2Tlottjers ox^ ZHottjers 

Zlleetings. By the Author of ** Sick-bed Vowsy and How to 
Keep Them. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

Coiling in K0tt)ing* Half Hours of Earnest Converse 
with my Hard-working Friends. By one who knows and 
loves them. Second Edition. 

ZTellie: a story of Prison Ufe. By Mrs MEREDITH. Crown 
Svo, IS. 6d. 

By the same Authon 

A Book about Criminals* crownSvo. ^.6d 
Hemarkable ^nsmers to Prayer* By john 

RICHARDSON PHILLIPS, formerly Country Association 
Agent for the London City Mission, Crown %vo. 3J. td. 

By the same Author, 

Hemarkable prom&ences av!^ proofs of a Dimne 

Hcpclation. With Thoughts, Facts, and Anecdotes Calcu- 
lated to Strengthen Faith. Fifth Edition, With Illustra- 
tions. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

Kemarkable Cases of Conversion anb otijer 

experiences, siiowxnq tl^e Valnc of 5aitlj in tl^e^aitl^ful 
promtser. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 
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pleasant ^XWMS ; or, Records of the Cottage and the Class, 
By MARIA V. G, HA VERGAL. Seventh Edition. Crown 
Svo, 2S, 6d. 

Cerse Calks on CtmelY Copies* By henry 

VARLEY. Crown Zvo. y.6d. 

3nustratipe Scripture 2?eabings : a Manual /or visita- 

toHon and Devotion. By the Rev. T. E. COZENS COOKE. 
i6mo. 2S. Roan, y. 

(Bents from the Bible* Being selections convenient for 
Reading to the Sick and Aged. Crown Zvo. y. 6d. 

Cottage Keabings in tlje Book of (Exobus* crown 

Svo. ss. 

Clje Cljristian Disitor's Cext Book* By the Rev. 

CHARLES NEIL, M,A. Crown %vo. 2s. 

Clje Disitor's Book of Cexts ; or, The word brought 

Nigh to the Sick and Sorrowful. By A. A. BONAR^ D.D. 
Sixth Edition. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

3nmtati0nS* By Lady hope o/ CARRIDEN. i6mo. is.ed. 
In a packet, i6mo, is.y separately, 2d. each. 

Awakening 0X(^ ^Xm\\Xiq^ Calls* Tracts. By tlu very 
Rev. HENRY LA IV, M.A., late Dean of Gloucester, itmo. 6d. 

Clje Sinner's ^^^rienb* By 7. v. hall. simo. id, id., 

and id. Large Type, 6d. paper cover; \s. cloth limp; is. 6d. 
Ci>oth gilt. 

©f VO\[0!i Does it Consist? or, The Elements 0/ saving 
Truth in " A Basket of Fragments and Crumbs!^ By Lieutenant^' 
Colonel M. J. RO WLANDSON. i6mo. is. td. 
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(Lome to 3eSUS* By NEWMAN hall, LL.B. Z2mo. 
li/., 2d,y and 6d, i6mo. u., ciothj is, 6d,, cloth gilt Also an 
Edition in Svo, large type, is, 6d,s is,, paper cover. 

By the satne Author, 
^ollOtt) 3CSUS* A Sequel to « Come to Jesus,"" yimo, yi, 

" 3^ ^^ 3 J *' ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^f y^^^ '^ *^ storm, 
i6mo, 6d, Cloth gilt, is, > 

Clje 3l00b of 3^5W5* A Book for Anxious Inquirers, By 
the Rev WILLIAM REID, i6mo. 6d, sewed; Sd. cloth limpj 
IS, cloth boards. Large Type, is. Paper Cover, is. 6d, 

By the same Author. 
Clje Spirit of 3^SUS* idmo, ^. Paper Cover, ed. 



€arttj's €xpebients ax(b di^aozxCs (BospeU 

i6mo. 6a. 



TXlnsical CeafletS* in Packets, is. 



Cigl^t for tljC Dark; or, BlbU words for inquirers. Crown 
Svo. 2s, 6d, 
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(Engltstj ^earts an^ (Engltstj ^anbs; or, The 

Railway and the Trenches. By Miss MARSH, Crown 8vo» 
js. Cheaper Edition^ is. 

The " Times" referring to Miss MarsKs books^ heu said:—** The MemoricUs of 
Vicars and these memorials of the Crystal Palace navvies are books of precisely the satnt 
type. We recognize in them an honesty of purpose, a purity of heart and a warmth of 
human affeciion^ combined with a religious faith that are very beautiful.** 

By the same Author, 

yX)\\oX Znigljt ^at)e 3een* a True story. \s. 

^rom Dark to Damn ; or. The story of Warwick 
Roland. 2d., sewed; 4^/., limp cloth j td.^ gilt edges. 

Dreamltgljt from ^z(xx>zxi ox^ ^z(xozvX\ Healittes^ 

idmo. dd. 

Znibnigljt £Ijimes ; or, tju voice of Hope. id. 

Deattj an^ Cif e : Records of the Cholera Wards in 
the London Hospital. 6d. Paper Cover ^ yi. 

BraDC, Ktnb, OX^ ^^PPY ♦ ^ords of Hearty 
Friendship to the Working Men of England, id. 

Ctgljt for tlje Cine ; or. The story of Thomas Ward, 
a Railway Workman. 6d. Paper cover, 4^ 



Cl^e (Bol^en €b(d\w. is. 6d. 

Paper Cover, 6d. 
Clje Htf t in tl^e (Clouds, is. 
Crossing tl^c Siper. is. 
Sl^ining tigl^t. is 
Cl^eSaceanbtl^e prise, id. 



Hea^y. id. 

heroes of tl^e ZlTine. 9^. 

Cl^e Day Vaxon^ id. 

6d. Paper Cover, ^d. 

VOox^s of f^eartY^ricnbsIjtp to Solbiers, Sailors, 

ax\^ IDorking IHen, containing— Death and Life; Light 
for the Line J The Haven and the Home; Brave, Kind, and 
Happy J The Race and the Prize; Ready ; Day Dawn; 
Midnight Chimes. In Packets, price is. 
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FOH glfKDAY SCHOOL, 

&c. 
5rom "tlje Beginning" to "tlje (BIorY;" or. 

Scripture Lessons for Bible Classes and Senior Classes in Sunday 
Schools. By Lady BE A UJOLOIS DENT. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 

** RemarkabU/or terseness, suggestivenesst cutd wealth o/thoug^At.*'^ Christian, 

Cljristian ^nsttrxcixon ^ounbeb on tlje Catecljism 

of tiie €iivitcii of €nglan^. /» Three Successive SUps. By 
the late Rev. W. D ALTON, B.D. Crown Zvo. 2s. 
Separately, Par L 2d.j Part IL, 6d.j Part IIL, &/. 

3nstructions on tl^e Cljurclj Catectjism* Fi/ty-two 

Lessons for Bible Classes, Sunday Schools, &*c. By the Right 
Rev. RO WLE V HILL, D.D., Bishop ofSodorand Man. Crown 
Svo. IS. 6d. 

Separately, Parts I. and II., 3d. each; Part III., 6d. 

By the same Author. 

Clje Cities of our Corb : a series of sketches 
for Every Sunday in the Christian Year. For Bible Class^ 
Sunday School, or Private Study. i6mo. is. 6d. 

SunbaY ScIjOOl CeSSOnS : Explaining and illustrating 
the Subjects of the Collects. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 

SunbaY SctjOOl CeSSOnS: Explaining and IllustraHng 
the Subjects of the Gospels for every Sunday in the Year. 
Seventh Edition. Crown Zvo. is. 6d. 

Cexts ani> Questions for ttje Use of SunbaY 

Sciiools, Bible Classes, an^ ScLxnilies. By the Rev. HORACE 
NOEL, M.A., Third Edition. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 
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Ctje prophets of tlje <DIb Cestament (3ubalj)* 

A Book of Bible Teaching for Elder Children. By M. D, H. 
Crown Svo. ^s, 6d, 
" An excellent idea exceedingly well carried out."— Litkrary World. 

^OOb £ont)entent ; or, short Lessom for Teachers. By the 
Rev. A. R. GODSON^ M.A. Crown ^vo. 2s. 

Clje (Eeacljer Caugljt ; or. The Sunday school Instructor 
Furnished with Materials for his Work. i6mo. 2S. 

Cessons on tl?e 5tanl)arb:^Searers of tlje <DIb 

Testament. By SUSAN WARNER. i6mo. is. 

(EljC -^oIy CljilbljOOb* Conversations on the Earliest Portion 
of the Gospel Narrative. Crown Zvo. y.6d. 

Xnama's ^iograpljtes from ttje £tjurcl| Sermce 

(Calendar. By Mrs. R. H. ALLNATT. Crown Zvo. y.6d. 

SunbaY Heabtngs for ^atm Boys, ^ounbeb on ttje 

(ZilViVC^ (Zateciixsm. With Prefatory Note by the Right Rev. 
E. H. BICKERSTETH, D.D., Bishop of Exeter, letno. is. 

Scripture Stories; or, Sacred History FamiUarly Explained 
and Applied to Children. By HELEN PLUMPTRE. Moses, 
IS. 6d.j' Joshua, is. 6d. 

Clje 3eautY of tlje King. By the Rev. richard 

NEWTON, D.D. With Illustrations. Crown Zvo. 2s.6d. 

CI?e StorY of our €ngltslj Bible ax(t> VO\^ai it Cost. 

By Mrs, BA YL V. Crown Svo. is. 6d. 

AJ)bresses Delit)ereb to District Visitors anb 

Sunday Scl^ool Ceacl^crs. By the Rev. F, PIGOU, D.D 
With a Preface by the BISHOP of ROCHESTER. Cr, Svo. 2s. 
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Cljnstopljer's faints on tlje Kcabing (xx(^ 5tu^Y 

of ^oly Scripture. Fifth Thousand, itmo. \s. 

3tble (EcIjOCS* Addresses to the Young. By the Rev. 
JAMES WELLS, M.A, Crown Svo. 3s. 6d, 

By the same Author. 

Cl^e parables of 3^^^^^* WUh illustrations, Crown 
Zvo, 5J. 

3ible £I]tl^ren♦ studies/or the Young. With Illustra^ 
tions. Crown Si'O. 3s. 6d. 

3ible ^ma<^^S* with illustrations. Crown Zvo. zs.6d. 

Clje (505pel an^ its fruits* a Book for the Young. 
By the Rev. J. H. WILSON. With Illustrations. Crown Svo. 
3s. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

®Ur ^atl^er in £jeat)en: The Lord's Prayer FaviiUarly 
Explained and Illustrated for the Young. With Illustrations. 
Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 

ScljOOl Praise* Hymns and Tunes for the School and the 
Family, yzmo, id.; cloth 2d. With Music, Old Notation 
Crown ZvOy IS. J- Tonic- Sol- Fa, Crown Svo, is. 

*** specimen pages sent on application. 

SunbaY ScI^OOl Ceacl^ing : its object and Method Practi- 
cally Considered. Together with a Chapter en Day Schools, and 
an Appendix of Skeleton Lessons. 1 6mo. 2s. 

Clje Sabbatl) Scl^OOl 3^^^^* ^^^^^ Examples in 
Pictorial, Illustrative, and Object Teaching, &*c. By R. G. 
PARDEE, M.A. With Preface by the Rev. J. H. WILSON, 
Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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" CI]e IPorb '' Series. 

By SUSAN and ANNA WARNER, Authors of " The Wide, 
IVide World,'' " Queechy,"" 6fc, With Illustrations, Plain attd 
Coloured, Stnall crown Zvo, 2s, 6d. each. 

The aim of this series is so to set forth the Bihle incidents and course of history , with 
Us train ofactorSt as to see them in the circumstances and coiouring-^ the light and shade 
of their actual existence. The Authors accordingly have taken whatever research and 
travel, with recent science and discovery, have made sure to ^11 up what is sketchy and 
clear up what is obscure ; thus entering, as far as may be, into the simple truth of the 
things, the times and the actors, 

I. 

lUalks from Cbcn : The Scripture ::itory from the Creation to 
the Death of Abraham, 

" Most valuable and interesting information is communicated in « very pleasant 
way." — Ol'r Own Fireside. 

II. 

tCI^e Excuse of 35tael: The Scripture Story from the Birth 
of Isaac to the Death offacob, 

" Tlie amount of information conveyed, and the life a$td interest thrown into 
the Biblical story would scarcely be credited by those who have not seen the book. 
This is the kind of instruction we need for our young people in the present day,** 

III. 

Clje Kingdom of 3ubttlj: From the Death oj Solomon to 
the Captivity. 

" IVe must congratulate the Authors on the very happy plan <(f the work.**— 
Sunday School Chronicle. 

IV. 

(Elje Broken IDaKs of 3^5^W5atcm. Completing the House 
of Israel^ and the Kingdom of Judah. 

V. 
CFjC Star out of 3acob : The Scripture Story illustrating 
the Earlier Portion of the Gospel Narrative, 

*' For Sunday reading with the Young, whether for the hotne circU or in a class, 
we are sure this work will Prove a boon, and many a teaclier will hail its advent, 
and find endless help in different ways.'* 
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